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The City C’Iergymen,Discussed
the Question Sunday.

The Coming: Plebiscite to Test the
Sentiment of People on the
Liquor Business.

Sermons by Rev. R. W. Weddall, Rev. [
Minchin and Rev. L. G. Macneill,

/ P L LA RARER

(From Monday’s Daily Sun.)

What would Jesus do if He lived in {

and in this land, and was

::?:frggfed by the problem which ‘now

confronts the Canadian people ?

The above question was made the
subject of consideration by Rev. R. W.
Weddall in his discourse in Queen
Square Methodist church last evening.

The speaker referred at first to the
ministry of Jesus on earth, and its
wonderful effect; and pointed out that
His followers must possessthg holy
insplra‘t!onll.! they wqm 1

) It might be con

ed that Jesus held himself aloof from
questions involving political economy,
but His aim was to introduce ' the
Christ spirit igto all authority and
rule. He held Himself amenable to
human law, jand acknowledged that
government was of divine authoriza-
tion. With methods of government he
dia not deal. The form of government
then was a simple autocracy. The
common people were ground down by
laws, in the making of +vhi¢ch they
hed no choice. Today, in this ‘coun-
try, Vox: Populi Vox Dei, is the motto
of government and people. Christ's
mission was among the common peo-
ple of that day, and it might well be
that the common people shall now be
the voice through which the Almighty
God shall speak. The speaker believed {
that the same vaice which sounded in
the synagogues and through the
storms on Galilee or bn the quiet
mountain sides, would, if Jesus were
in the flesh ‘n Canada today be heard
appealing through the length ‘and
breadth of the Wwhole ¢country, for men
to rise in their manhood and exercise
their power and influence for the
destruction of the evil which is so
destructive to the hopes and prospects
of this fair land,

Jesus employed human agencies to
carry out His purposes. If we are
‘worthy successiss of those to. whom
He trusted His work, we will act as
they would have acted, under His in-
spiration. The people of Canada are
given today such an opportunity as
never was. given to any ‘other nation
of equal . relative importance  since
time began, If Napoleon in Egypt
could say.to his soldiers, “From yon-
der pyramid forty centuries survey
your conduct,” we can well feel. that
the eye of nations and the eye of God
are upon us. When the vote is taken
on the 29th of Saptetmber let him who
dares vote nay remnember that he will
have to face the responslbmty of his
act hefore the judgment bar of God:
and if in the early morning = there
should ever stagger over the door-
step of his home a loved son who has
spent a night of debauchery, or if the
girl he loves should live in wretched-
ness and woe because of being linked

to a rum curzed man, his cries and |

tears will be but & hollow moc\ery in
the face of high heaven:

Jesus woali sustain' the plebiscite
because of his attachment to -the
horne. There is no spot g0 sacred, and
theve is no such enemy to it as the
rum traffic. He would sustain it be-
cause of his attachment to young men.
If young men would attain to respon-
sible position they must begin early
and stick to it till death. Life is not
long enough' that we can afford to
waste the precious moments. Give the
boys a chance. : .

Christ -would s,ustain this measure
because: the rum traffic is the greatest
adversary. of - missionary = enterprise
and opposed «to all the principles of
His ki

The speﬂ:ﬁ' beueved ‘the bill would
carry beecause never was there such
a strong.lemperance and mcral senti-
ment as today, and never so many
men ready to stand for God and the
right. 1In conclusion he pictured an
Anglo-Amerizan alliance, the  dream
of patriot and peet, in which the fair-
est gera aha.u be this Canada of ours.
Rum and war shall die together*and
Christ shall live and reign over a peo-
ple who in reference to. ‘everey ques-
tion will first ask, 'Wba.t wwld Jem

do ?
REV. W. J. MINOEIN }
At ‘the Congregational church lht
evening Rev. W. J. Minchin
on the coming plebiscite, !
the plebiscite? It is to test ‘the
ment  of the’ people on ohit
The témperance people have made th
motion, the government has seconded
it and the people are going to vote. ‘omy
it in about six weeks The question
is, what is your sentiment? There are
two ways of looking at the question:
1, the moral ‘side;. 2, the side of ‘ex-
pediency. The basig of all reform is
education; reforms have been brought
about by legislation. The introduc-
tion of text books Inte our public
schools on the subjeét of alcohol is
proof that our reéformers belfeve this.
There “is" the ‘question of '

The government i recelving ‘a total .
revenue «tmm the llquoff Mc‘ mry ;

our population. It is asked ' how ::
can ‘provide this amount if we do not
obtain/ it €ram‘ the liquor trafic. The
fact is. ¢het - iinder' prohibition ' the
country will Be richer and our na-
tional ruvcmu« helped instead of
hindered: i@ladstone made the fol-
lowing remsaris: - “Gentlemen, you
need not give ydumlvaa any trouble
about “the' révenuie. The question of
revenue must never stand in the way
of needed ' reforms. ‘Besides, with' a
sober population, not ' wasting their
earnings, I shall know ‘where to ob-
tain ‘the revesue!’ M?W NON&
cote, another eminent Bril

cellor of tre exchequer, said: *
revenue diminighes from hw
habits of temperance, the amount of
Wealth such a change would bring to

the nation would utteﬂy
the ghade the amount i @
is. now deprived from. ﬂl& duty,
and we should Dot only pee’ with
satisfacticn a diminuti>n of the re-
venue from: such a. cause, but should
find in various ways that the ex-
chequer would not suffer the losses
which it might sustain in that direc-
= Tl i

Hon. Geo: E. Foster and mmxy other
Canadian statesmen have as forcibly
expressed ‘the same views. The last
named gentleman on one occasion,
after setting out the wvast drain that
the liquor trafic had /made upon the
country during a number of preceding
years, added these words: ‘“The won-
der s that with such terrible ‘waste
cur ‘country enjoys any prosperity. If
this, -wg,ste could -be made to cease,
Chn&dq..h ten years would not know
hemlf 80 prosperous and wealthy
would he have grown.” Speaking on

occasion ‘of the. probable re-

sults' of prohibition upon the national
revenue, he said: ‘“Although direct
receipts from this traffic would cer-
tainly be expunged from our revenue,
still the improvement in the general
coammerce of the . country, the im-
provement in the general welfare and
well-being .of our commaunity, would
be so great that the receipts in all
other branches of our revenues would

be . increased correspondinxly, g.nd

mgmﬂd

w'hatever in our evenues from' our

tax payers.”

Let us look for a few moments at
the state of Maine. 'The peéople there
have been -educated to prohibition,
and are not going to give it up. In
1884 the wvofe  wupon the prohibitory
amendment was as follows: For—70,-
783; against—23,811; majority for pro-
hibition, 46,972. The laws must have
moral sentiment- to ‘enforce '‘them.
Statistics ‘show  a great decreasd’ in
the number of drunks, deaths from
delirium tremens, paupers)” convicts,
ete.,; in the state since 1855.  There
are not one-sixth as many drunks as
then.

‘When the army was encamped at
‘Chickamauga the government opened
canteens in the camps; but the Karn-
sas’ regiment ‘did ;not allow ‘‘thém ‘to
keep them “open. The-y* enforced their
laws by their sentiments.

We have in Canada about 150 bréw-
ing and malting establishments with
1,885 employes. If converted into fac-
tories they would probably give em-
pleyment to more than eight times as
many persons and would pay annual-
ly in wages eight millions of dollars,
against the less than one million mow
paii by the breweries. The liguor
traffic restricts industry and brings
poverty; prohibition promotes busi-
ress and brings prosperity.

This is the greatest opportunity of
the age; we should vote and stand for
righteousness. This is a political
question, but mct party politics; we
should stand for the best 'thing for
the general public. ' Is it right for
iren to drink and deprive their wives
and chiliren of neceseities? The Time
is comlng when we shall see thé value
of: the work we are doing. There has
never been K such a widespread gques-
‘tion. We should put ourselves on
record’ at the, very beginning. We
should  study the mbovement, encour-
age the ycung men, and . by prayer
and sympathy put surselves on the
right side.

REV. L. G. MACNEILL.

From the text:  “Neither be par-
takers of other Men’s Sinsg,” Rew. L.
G. Macneill spoke on the Prohibition
Plebiscite last evening. He was glad
that the government had given time
for a’ full discussioin of the important
gquestion, as for his part he confesscd
‘considerable difficulty as to the ex-
pedisncy of the measure proposed. to
be enacted. His difficulty was not as
to the 'legitimacy of such legislation.
Thé “position ‘had been ‘taken by:Prin-
cipal:Grant that until the church has
taken the:ground that it was /& sin |
to make, sell ‘or buy-that which dntox-
icates, she has mno right to ask her
people to vote for prohibition. There
vras little force in such reasoning, see-
ing that the grourd of prohibition is
not ' ‘the sin of ' the.  thing, but  the
amount ‘and character of its evil: ef-
fects upon :society. It is no sin: to

carry 4 concealed weapon, to gallop a |

horse along a crowiled street, to-sell
tainted meat, but the law rightly pro-
hibits these secause they are danger-
ous and damaging. Intemperance is'a
sin, possibly the wmost gigantic evil,
viewed from a moral or social stand-
pcint, which zurses our world. And if
it’ can be shown that any traffic pro-
duces “intemperance or increases. it,
society 'has inherent rizht to protect
itself. " Principal Grant asks, ‘“Does
conszience * affirm  ‘prohibition 2. -and
answers ~ decidedly no. ‘We reply
neither does conscience affiym the sup-
pression: of lotteries, the spread of ob-
8cene literature through the mails, and
the existence of nuisances, and yet
soclety prohibits and has a right to

‘suppress these injurious things. = Be- OSS]
mnur exelse legislation is. based on | bu

cept _
right to Jsrriveran averwhelming rmr'

jority of peoplecfrom engaging in the
tmlmw ¥he right to suppress the
1 amgutﬁer ? . Let it.be admitted

£ ‘& public danger and
§ttul cause of intemper-

§ o sin, and that soclety

: o0 protect itself as far

as ‘statute Jaw .can protect it against
sumx a dangen’and you have the clear-

{ est ground for prolibitory:legisiation.

Should it wm& that in a free
country we ought not t [interfere with

: temtes our’

Sl i e G
obscene pmpeﬁ”*%‘mlw have! *the
right to it & 1 libérty when' it

Merteres wm W e"s\ud wen be.
e

Christ, who' mé
wine, and’ ordes
it in com‘

with the 18 T

crohibited,. ,uwreq can.
on our Savious's acte.. | 28, :
be right ander certain circumstances
to prohibit even what our vionrdid-
As one has remu‘kod. ‘a8 a

carpenter proba.bly built tmme houses
Nn Nazareth. Many cities have a law
Bbrobibiting sush houses. But suul;y
“siich a 1aw is no reflection’ on - ‘the

viour.”
human’ law: does not make it a sin;
and should the government, in . re-
sporse to the coming vote enact pro-
hibition, it will not be a greater . sin
to drink wine afterwards than it was
in our Lord’s day.

These were not the real diﬂicultiu.’
The question is as to the expedisney’
of such a meéasure. In the light of his-
tory, experience, and all the facts
within our reach, would such a law|
be a benefit to Canada ? Good tem-’
parance men have their doabts. They
have studied the working of the Scott
act, the Maine law, and other ex-
amples of partial prohibition, and they
have learnt that in the «entres  of
population “prohibition doss not pro-
hibit.” . They are witnesses to the un-
workableness of the Scott act. They
have read the statement that since its
repeal in Ontario arrests for drunken-
ness have fallen from 4,700 to 15%0.
They havs learnt how wWhen ‘prohibi-
tion was law in New Brunswick it
gave birth to greater evils than it
was intended to destroy.. They' think
of “the Quixotism’” of nn experiment
¢f the kind in a dominion with a
bounda.ry llne of. bhousands of miles,

is going to resilt In “a frightful car-
nival of intemperance and ¢f public
immorality,” and though they are far
fro:1 accepting such sweeping fore-
bodings, “yet tney paturally hesitate.
They fear that the legislation may be
provccative of a law-breaking spirit;
that not being gronnded on moral con-
viction it may be esteemed heroic to
break iti! They are led to prefer to be
“a law-abiding people with bad laws to
'a - law-breaking people with good
la.ws " Others sea arovther diﬂlculty in

rervenue, New taxes must be lmpooed
Will the two political ‘parties’ agree In
this ‘matter? -Or'is it ‘to ‘become’ a
-political pearty football: for years ' to
come:? +Mr. Macneill has no fear for
‘the reventie: ' ‘Even at its rate of in-
crease for:/the  past year we could
soon 'be independent of the liguor tax.
He had icng been convinced that. the
revenues derived from this tax are
enormously outweighed by the bur-

traffic entail on the nation’s resources.
It “would take a 'very: small part of
our annual lquor expenses to recoup
the treosury for the revénue forfeited
by ‘prohibition.  He, however, had his
doubts of ‘the patriotisi of the poli-
ticians, and was mot quité sure that
they would take kindly to the work
of destroying the goose that laid the
golden ‘egg of tea millions annual re-
venue.' ‘Possibly the people also were
yet unprepared “for the addition of $2
or $3 & head to their annual .tax-bills.
Nevertheless he felt sure that if pro-
hibition® really’ succeeded, the Chris-
tion 'peodple ‘of ‘Canada would willingly
shoulder the extra burden. Mr. Mag-~
neill isnot at all sanguine that even
‘an - ‘overwheélming  majority  gained’
“through agitation, throagh party and
political - methods, would represent the
calm, - deliterate convictions of‘ the
people; and therefore it is' umcertain
that'such ‘a measure, if passed, would
‘be much of an improvement upon pre-
sent laws. Nevertheless he will *vote
quietly for trying the experiment. He
will 'do 8o.on:the grirciple of his text,
that'he ought “not to- be a partaker of
otLer men’s sins.”  He urged strongly
.against the 'Hcensing of a traffic pro-
dualive of ‘'such evils. : Said he: “I do
not  drink. I do not ask others to
drink. 'I do not sell or make drink.
No. I do none of these things. But I
license -a ‘number of men to do these
things. I accept a sum of money as
a few for the license, I put that uquqr
seller’s fee -in. my pocket, .and :then }
 claim that' I'am innocent of the: great
‘transgression ! ' My friends, I am ot |
innocent. It is. mot the governnient
that does this think. It is you.and X |
In this free country we are responsible
for -the sins of . government
ling pays: :
"'Pile sind’ we commit in twos a.nd
We must»‘a‘mﬁwer for one by on‘e.”
. 80 far as the licen®s law’ is prohibi-
1#01y, ‘our ‘conscience sanctions it; mnot}
,g!urtxhor I feel that I am puttlng my
Tsheltering arms. around the greauwt
“mornl evil in‘ ‘the Jand -so- long u I
Jicense what results ‘in' such evil’
cannot quiet the reéeproaches of con—
science ‘with the thought that I at
least lessened my tax bill.. Now. that
the issue 18 put squarely before me
for tI‘.e first. time: “Will you be a par-
taker p dn other' men’s sins by licensing
the {raffic.” Can I hagitate a moment ?

Prohibition of a.nythAng by |

Y Bistous et welll-be Srophote” that: it‘ Gal

dens which the ~ousequences of the | Bt

As Klp- :

Whatever my views on the efficacy of |
the methods of restricting the traffic; | Cassia,
however I m:zy think of the unripenesa  Cloves

pera.nce wu?'k. I cannot hesitate to ac
cept . the principle of proh.’lbt'tlon as
: and to
reject the prtml.p‘ie derlylng a  li-
cense law as to some. exient at leaat,
mar:ng me “pa.rt:a.ker of other mens
sins.” <
Thus. some o; m vnmt vorte. adthouh
not by any means  confident
much improvement. in practical tem
perance will _result from the law.
Bome of us h&?e some to- bgl!eve tha,t
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SEND FOR si‘»mn'.‘ SUNMER RATES

Address: J. R. CQBRIE. Prineipal.
POST OFFIOI BOX 50.

MT. ALLISON ACADEMY Q‘WMERGIAI. COLLEGE

SACOCKVILLE, N. B

TION. or to prepare them for a

avail themselves of this Home
apply. B

Daven,porb School,

ST. JOHN, N. B.

A Church School for
Resident and Day Boys,

Thn School will reopen on Tuesday, vat.
6th. Applications for Calendars, Admisaion,
Terms, ete., should be made at once to Rev,
P. Owen-Jones, Head Master, Duvenpoﬂ
School, St. Johm, N, B.
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The first term of the 56TH YEAR of this. well-known Educa-
tional Institution will begin SGptembsr 4st, 1898,
 Parents desiring to give their sons a good ENGLISH EDUCA-

BUSINESS LIFE or MARTICULA-

TION into Colleges of ARTS, nmcms or nmmnr shulll

BRITAIN AND CANADA.

Interesting Letter Received by ex--.
Mayor Robertson While in
London.

The Tide of Emigration, Says the Writes,
Should Now be Diverted to Canada.

In his report to tho city. council this
week ex-Mayor Robertson alluded te
‘mumerous letters’ which he ' received
" | while in the 61a country, indicating the
wlde»md }lntare-; in: Canadian af-

| faira. which now prevails there.. The
1tollowing i8 an eia.m' ple of these letters.

‘The writer of ‘it ‘{8 & member of a
large meércantile “firm 'in London_ It
‘spealks ‘tor itself; ., -
LONDON; May 25:1: m
Geo. Rphgrtsnn Bsq., St, John, N. B.
Dear Sin, “the ‘




