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Allies

About Ready For “Forward”

Move Against Germans

VAST ARMIES OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND FRANCE ARE
ABOUT T0 START OFFENSIVE

Waiting Now For Ground To
- Dry so That Artillery
Can Be Moved

Joffre’s Reported Preparations Give
Indication of Grim Work Ahead--
Violent Attacks on British South of
Ypres--Fighting on Greater Part of
Battlefront

. -

Paris, March 16—Vast French and British armies are about to
begin the general offensive. The ‘‘forward’ ’order will be given us
‘soon as the fields are dry and artillery can be moved gver them. Th
French have assembled vast quantities of munitions so that a vigor-
ous offensive can be carried on for two or three months.

It is said that the French artillery has a store of 25,000,000
shells. A long and rapid pursuit could not be sustained with the rail-
ways torn up without adequate automobile transport. For this rea-
son the French and British have gathered tens of thousands of aunto-
mobile trucks. All the machines in a procession of new automobile
trucks seen on a country road this week were American built. Four
hundred were counted in one line. It is understood that British and
French army orders in America for automobile trucks amount %o up-
wards of $30,000,000.

The one hundred divisions of French troops of a normal strength
of 20,000 each have been brought up to beyond the full war strength, so
that regiments of 3,000 men on a regular war footing, frequently
have 3,500 men. j

The British troops now on this side of the channel are said to
number 750,000 ,and they are regorted to have been coming over
during recent.weeks at the rate.of .one or two_army:corps.a week: In’
some weeks 100,000 men have crossed the chanmel. :

General. Joffre is reported to have asked that the nmumber of
beds in the hospitals in Paris be doubled in preparation for the for-
ward movement.

Paris, March 16—In an effort to divert the attention of the British from
the La Bassee district, the Germans have launched a series of violent attacks
pgainst the left flonk of the British line south of Ypres, in West Flanders.
Following a severe bombardment of the British trenches on the Ypres-Armen-
tire road, the Germans tried to carry the field works near Wytschacte and St
Eloi at the point of the bayonet,

The invaders established themselves in the ruined village of St. Elof, but
petreated when British reinforcements were brought up and a counter offensive
began. Hard fighting is still going on in that district,

Farther to the north, east of Nieuport, an artillery duel is in progress
peross the swamps formed by the cutting of dykes.

Fighting is reported from the greater part of the battlefront and every-
where the allies claim success. North >f Arras the Anglo-French forces cap-
tured three lines of trenches by a brilliant charge. Between Albert and Rove,
there have been extensive mining operations, carried on by both sides.

German forces in the Argonne disttrict ‘are increasing their activeity to
oifset the vigorous French operations in Champagne, Several separate engage-
ments are in progress in the Vosges and upper Alsace.

GERMANS BLOW UP FRENCH TRENCHES

Pasis, March 16—A French War Office announcement says:

“At Vauquois our infantry delivered an attack which made it master of
the western part of the village. We took numerous prisoners. At Bois Le Pretre,
morthwest of Pont-A-Mousson, the Germans blew up with a mine four of our
pdvance trenches, which were completely destroyed. They gained a footing
ghere after the explosion, but we recaptured the first two trenches and half of
the third.” :

London, March 36—The Daily Mail’s
Worthern France:

“So much progress has been made by the allies in the direction of Lille, that
a large proportion of the German headquarters staff there has left the town and
getired to Tournai. The general impression is that the Germans will very soon

%e compelled to evacuate Lille,”

Italy Begins BreaKing The Bonds

Rome, March $6—Italy and Austria are said to be at the breaking point,
fT'he Italian minister of posts and telegraphs has given orders suspending tele
graphic money order business with Austria and cancelling post office cars to the

frontier,
Paris, March 36—A special despatch from Rome says the government has
fssued an order exdelling from Italy, the correspondents of the Vienna Tage-

tlatt and the Frankfurter Zeitung,
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CAPTURED GERMAN FLAG

Gallant Act by Two Soldiers of France
Has Place in Official Note

Paris, March 16—The exploit of a ser-
geant-major and a corporal of chasseurs
in capturing a German ftag hoisted in a
tree near the French line near Apremont,
is described in an unofficial note,

The two soldiers resolved to remove
this emblem from the sight of the
French troops and on the night of Oc-
tober 9 they crawled through the Ger-
man barbed wire entanglements, without
the sentries hearing them. Then they
blew down the three with detonators and
returned safely to their lines with the
flag.

WAR EXTRAS FOR
ENGLISH WORKMEN

London, March 16—Wage increases
and war bonuses granted during the

Issued by author
ity of the Depart-
ment of Marine and
Fisheries, R. F. Stu-
part, director of
meterological ser
vice.

Synopsis—A small disturbance which
was centred in Indiana yesterdiy has
moved southward to Norrh Carolina,
and developed into quite an importunt
storm. The weawict continues cold in
Quebec and the maritime provinces, and
has turned colder in Ontario. It coun-
tinues mild in the acstern provinces.

Fair and Cold
Maritime-—Moderate to fresh winds,

Germans Move Guns Gloser
In Attack on Ossowetz

Carpathians

Ineffective at the Longer Range — Ad-
vantage With Russians in Eastern
Theatre — Both Sides Using Skiis in|

Petrograd, March 16—The following
official despatch has been received from
Ossowetz: .

“The enemy has brought some of his
batteries closer to the fortress because of
their obvious ineffectiveness at the long-
er range. The artillery of the fortress
effectively shelled a column of the enemy
consisting of motors drawing artillery,
provisions and ammunition.

“Fighting at moderate distances con-
tinued throughout Sunday and Monday,
with the advantage constantly with the
defenders.

Official reports from other fronts fol-
low:—

Przasnysz—The Germans. continue a

violent artillery fire but their infantry
is unable to resist our attacks. We are
holding the enemy on almost the entire
front with particular success in the
wooded sectors bordering on the river

Orzye

Bzura region—The énemy is active at
night, possibly reinforcing his artillery.

The ' Carpathians—Conditions are ex-
tremely difficult for an offensive. Owing
{o the deep snow; troops can be moved
only slowly. The: ' use beaten paths,
moving in Indian file; ‘which involves
heavy losses. s on both sides are
using skdis. In spite of the conditions,
the Austrians contlnue their vain at-
tempts to. relieve’ Przamysl, where our
heavy batteries are active,

NN FOR FNAS ON
ST PEIERS ALIYS

Ma'iseets Win Third Series— Must
Roll Of With Thistles and
Maples it

The third series in St. Peter's Y. M.
A. bowling league was practically
brought to a close last evening when the
Maliseets succeeded in taking three
points from the Erins and incidentally
clinching the series. The score:—

Tt
95 274
84, 285
88 100 267
86 259
72 281

487 1266

Avg
913
78%
89

MeGowan.. .. e
McBriarty . . .
Ofye . .. 0
Elliott.. . o

Coughlan . ™

o1
71
78

78 256 85%
80 280 763
79 281 M
84 85 240 80
81 77 249 88

412 400 894 1206

As the league was divided into:three
series the three winning teams will have
to roll off for the championship. The
first series was won by the Thistles, the
second by thée Maples and the third by
the Maliseets. The following are the
names of the players on the winning
teams: ) Y
Thistles:—Joseph Dever, Harold Clea-
ry, E. Raymond Hansen, Ernest White,
Arthur Howard and Eddie Gibbons.
Maples:—Hugh McGuire, Thomas
Coughlan, Mike Coholan, Joseph Crow-
}ey, James Doherty and Charles Cough-
an.
Maliseets:—Thomas McGowan, Vin-
cent Kelly, Edward McBriarty, Joe
Sf;;ghh.n, George [Elliott, and Otty
ve.
The play off for the championship
will take place either at the latter part
of this week or the first of next week.

HAMPTON WINS FROM THISTLES

An exciting match was played on
Monday night in Hampton between two

Duffy .
Cronin .
Haggerty .
Kelly .. .
Mclntyre .

 rinks of the Hampton Curling Club and

the Thistle Club of this city, the Hamp-~
ton Club winning by one point,

Hampton. Thistles.
A. W, Hicks H. Warwick
Percy E. Giggey A. W, Estey
Geto. M. Wilson A. W. Machum.
R. H. Smith, R. A. Fowler,
slbp ..o ... 20

T. A. Peters

J. Ross

W. Bovaird

F. F.Giggey,

BKIp, .i..c.. .14

Total, 2

Roy McKendrick
T. A. Armour.
Geo. Bishop

R. Crawford,

34

A return match is planned for on
Thistle ice this week.

GOLDEN WEDDING OF MR.
AND MRS. H. W. CHAPMAN

Moncton, March 15—Mr. and Mrs. H.
W. Chapman of this city celebrated
their golden wedding anniversary on
March 14. They are among the city’s
oldest residents. For many years he was
an employe of the I. C. R. Seven of
Mr. and Mrs. Chapman’s family of nine
are living, the most of them in various
parts of Canada and the United States.

All doubt as to the identity of Alfred
Vye, shot at a village near Montreal a
few days ago was settled when Mrs.
William Stoyles of this city, received
word that he formerly belonged to
Moncton and is her brother. Chief
Campeau of the Montreal police, writes
that Vye’s condition is improving. There
is still no trace of the man who did the
shooting.

BYE-LAW MATTERS

William Riley, a teamster, was in court
this morning to answer a charge of
driving on the wrong side of the street
and also for driving between the gates
and the grass plots in front of the 1. C.
R. station. He pleaded guilty and was
fined $10.

last month in the various trades in all
perts of England have affected 1545000"
workmen, according to the Daily M"“,l

local snow flurries, but mostly fair and
oold, and on Wednesday.

New England Forecasts — Generally
fair tonight and Wednesday, moderate
north wind~

and involved a total additional expense
to employers of $45,000 weekly.

Frank E. Jones was reported for
driving around the corner of King and
Germain street recently and not sound-
ing his horn. As the evidence was not
sufficient the case was dismissed

. }or of the outs prid, #xcept through
it A v b 5 -‘m;“;&VéQT" Chere - ' m

CANADIAN WAS HELD

' Experience of Trade Commissioner
in Hamburg—Knew Nothing of
Progress of War -

NAMES OF ST. JOHN

BOY FRST AT T
BAE I FRANCE

lnfereating Letter Comes From
“Bud” Tippett of Fairville

ONE LIFE LOST IN |
(ROSSING T0 FRANCE

Soldier Carried by Wave Against
Steamer Railing and Skull Frac-
tured—General French’s Words
to Canadians on Arrival—Let-
‘ters From Other Soldiers

Another very interesting letter has
been received by the family of “Bud”
Tippett of Fairville, who was among the

Washington Not Pleased
~ With British Order

Talk of Protests When Cases Arise—
New York Herald Says Any Protests

From States Will
plosive”

Not be “High Ex-

Washington, March $6—Administeation officials were giving careful study
today to the provisions of Great Britain’s order in council aimed at the stop-
page of all commerce by sea to and from Germany, which they regard as 1m-

precedented and as having a far reaching effect on American

commerce, pat-

ticularly on shipments of cotton and importations of dye stuffs from Germ-

any.

That officials are keenly disappointed is evident and that vigorous protest
will be lodged by the American government against the British action is virtu-

ally certain,

1

What perhaps displeased officials most was prohibition on American com-
merce consigned to neutral countries, and suspected of enemy destination. It
forms the principal basis upon which the United States government will insist
on the freedom of its commerce from wundue interference,

The probable course of the United States will be to await an enforcement

first drafted to join the active forces in'

France. Tippett was always of a bright, |
light-hearted disposition and from the

. 5 4 1
b g m m M“NIHS ; ?ne of his writing he is by no means 2

the rigors of war. His location was not
mentioned. The letter which was dated
February 20, was in part as follows:—

“On the eleventh we were ordered to
leave camp and carry rations for heavy
marching order for forty-eight hours.
Heavy marching order consists of great

.London, March 16—<Conradin F. Just,
trade commissioner for Canada at-Ham-
burg, formerly - an ‘emigration official
here, reached England last week after

veillance in Hamburg $ince openi
of Bestilities. e n‘,
r. Just at first suceeeded in getting.
a passport to return home, but was stop-|
ped at the railway  station, snd after
seven months of waiting has now been
-exchanged for aGerman consul lanxions
to return to G&m:ny from. South Af-!
sody in Hamburg is’
g the ‘war

-~y 1

et no.sign- of ‘famine. Up
to the time of arfiving*Back in London
he knew nothing-about the taising of
Kitchener’s army or the arrival of the
Canadlians in England; infact, he had
no idea of the resources which England
has been .able to call out dufing the last
seven months. There was nothing he had
gleaned in  Hamburg to enable him
to see that England was silently and re-
morselessly putting an ever-tightening
grnip on German resources. In fact, in-
side of twelve hours from returning
here Mr. Just found it necessary severe-~
ly to revise his ideas of how the war
was going.

THO BREMS

House at Renforth; Store'in Sydney
' Street

Sometime during the last few days the
summer home of Charles A. Clark at
Renforth was broken into and ransacked.
The first known about the break was
yesterday morning when some residents
noticed one of the windows broken.
They informed the owner. Instead of
finding one window broken he found
three, besides the large glass in the front
door. The house had been ransacked,
but so far as he could learn nothing of
value had been stolen. The thief or
thieves had endeavored to get in through
two windows in the upper flat and had
broken the glass so as to remove the
catch. Failing in this they went to the
lower floor and again tried one of the
windows. Finding that their efforts
were frustrated they smashed the plate
glass window in the front door and thus
forced an entry. The work, it is thought,
was that of boys. There were several
valuable pipes in the house and they
were not taken

Last Sunday night when one of the
policemen was patroling his beat in
Sydney street he noticed a window in
the fruit and grocery store of H. A.
McKim broken. He notified the owner
and they discovered that some fruit,
candy and other things had been stolen.
The window had apparently been pur-
posely broken.

LOSSES OF BRITISH
SHIPPING IN WAR

Hundred and Sixty Six Intermed, Cap-
tured or Destroyed

London, March 16—From the begin-
ning of the war up to March 10, 166
British merchant ships were interned,
captured or destroyed. This was an-
nounced today by Winston Churchill,
first lord of the admiralty.

CHARGE NOW AGAINST
FORMER POLICEMAN

Ex-Policeman Joseph Jeffreys is now
facing a charge as a result of his fracas
with the Chinese on Saturday night.
One of their number has made a charge
against him, that of etealing $9. This
morning he appeared in court and asked
for an adjournment in order to give him
an opportunity to procure counsel. His
friends feel that there is & mistake and
he makes strong denial of the charge.

Kate, only daughter of Stephen By-
low, was burned to death in her home
in London, Ont., today.

coat to' be worn, 150 rounds of ammu-
nition in pouches, rubber sheet, blanket
and several personal effects, such as suit
of underwear; shaving outfit and a few
other articles. Rations on this trip con- |

hard tack, two cans bully beef, one loaf:

bread. I

“At midnight we boarded a troop|
train at Avonmouth, and embarked on
the 8. 8. Australia. We were eighteen
hours on board before leaving. There were
1500 troopers and 800 horse. Naturally
no state rooms or berths, every fellow
for himself anywhere between decks ex-
cept the engine room or crew quarters.

out we experienced very | -

The second day
mvzsw . every . waye washing the

One 'fellow “washéd up against
the railing, and fractured his ekull and
died soon' rfter the storm abated.' He
was buried at sea and we will never for-
get the impressive experience,

“We were landed at the south of
Prance then packed off for the front like
sardines in box ‘cams, forty-one being in
the car with me. In these soldier pullmans
we spent more than fifty hours, then un-!
loaded for an eight mile march, heavy!
marching order to where we are
now,

“At present we are so close to the fir-
ing line we can hear and even plainly
see the guns at work and no loubt by
the time you receive this we will be do-
ing our-little bit.

The first: St. John. boys to reach the
base with Private Tippett were:—

Geo. K. Shields.

John Spellman.

Edwd Speight.

Louis Gorman,

Charles O’Brien.

Robert Taylor.

John Donahoe.

Charlie Johns.

‘Geo. McLaughlin.

Charles Cullan.

A. Coutts.

J. Coutts.

George Wilson.

John Beckwith.

Archie Wattling.

Fred Lodge.

Peter Murray.

John Sharkey.

Walter Coughler, (of Chatham)

John Marr.

John Whitehouse.

A. Cameron,

The boys are anxious that relatives
and friends when writing be particular
about the address, for a great deal of
correspondence has gone astray because
of carelessness. The following is the cor-
rect address to get the soldier hoys. of
the first expeditionary force of whom
Tippetts is one:

Regiment No ? J
First Canadian Overseas Contingent
British Expeditionary force,
8rd Brigade, 14th Battery

First Royal Montreal Regulars,
No. 2 Double Company
or B Company,

France

Very little mail has been received by
the boys and remembrances of papers,
tobacco, gum, candy, etc. would be
greatly appreciated.

Rudolph McKeil, Lowel] Lawson and
Harold Duplisea, all of Fairville, are
with the Princess Pats, in the thick of
it. D. Hanlon is still at Lark Hill, Salis-
bury Plain.

General French and his staff reviewed
the force on the day after they reached
the base and said he: “If you boys can
fight as well as you look, the Germans
are going to receive an awful surprise.”

Among the correspondence was also
a field card from Tippett, stating the
bare information that he was well and
had received mail. This was initialed by
his captain and stamped by the censor.

From Other Soldiers

Thomas L. Wilson yesterday received
a letter from his brother Corporal Wal-
ter Wilson, who is with the First Can-
adian COyclist Corps now in France. He
said that he had been choosen for work
in the trenches and was making prepar-
ations to proceed to the firing line at
the time of writing. He said he could
hear the roar of the big guns as he sat
writing, but Lad no fear for the fray.
Although unable to give any definite de-
tails about tureir position his letter was
interesting.

Stanley Nelson, one of the Fairville
boys who is with the First Canadian
Contingent in France, in a letter to his
brother, which arrived yesterday, said
that he had been transferred to one ofi

of the British order in specific cases, each one of which will be made the basis

for strong protest.

Official hope for an eatly improvement of conditions for the commerce of
eutral nations was destroyed by receipt of the British order together with in-
own-hearted even whilst experiencing formation that Great Britain had declined to accede to the American govern-
ment’s informal proposal for the withdrawal of Germany’s submarine cam-

paign and England’s ban on foodstuff’s for German civilians,

A DIFFERENT TONE

!

New York, March 36—The New York Herald this moring contains an

editorial on the British order-in-council,

“To attempt to apply the old faw of blockade to this situation would be like
trying to apply the law regulating monopoly of fifty years ago to conditions
at the present day. Of course henceforth the air will be full of protests ad-
dressed by all neutrals to all the belligerents, but these protests will not be in

and the allies are concerned.”

having been under military tgoln:e sur- sist of small plece of cheese, half dozen' the nature of high explosives, so far as the relations between the United States
e

neﬂmmmumtmmmgdmmnum'smprmby
a German cruiser, has unwittingly been “a most effective mine sweepet.” :

-

“GERMAN SNIPER”
NEARLY SHOT HiM

Mrs. R. P. Allen of Fredericton
Gets Letter From Nephew at
Front i

Fredericton, N. B., March 16—Wil-
liam J. Robinson, of Boston, formerly

of this city, serving as a chauffeur with
the British army in Belgium, writes to
his’ aunt, Mrs. R. P. Allen of this city,
and tells of an interesting experience.
He was driving his ninety-horse power
racing car over a bridge with an officer,
when a German sniper opened fire on
them from a tree nearby. They heard
the shot and the bullet passed between
the officer and Robinson. Upon return-
ing later in the day they stopped the car
a quarter of a mile from the bride and
went in search of the sniper. They
located him in same tree and brought
him to the ground with two shots. He
had a tripod rigged up in the tree, and
had his rifle trained on the bridge. Rob-
inson writes he has met many Cana-
dians at the front.

D0 NOT. PROPOSE 10
FOLLOW BARBARIOUS
METHODS OF GERMANS

Freach Ministers’ Statement in Con-
nection With Repnisals by Allies

Paris, March 16—The text of the de-
cree deflning the measures decided upon
by the British and French governments
as reprisals against German commerce,
already announced from London, is pub-
lished in the official gazette, It is pre-
ceded by a report to President Poincarc,
signed by Foreign Minister Delcasse,
Finance Minister Ribot, Minister of War
Millerand and Minister of Marine Aud-
agneur.

This supplementary statement declares
that, since Germany has proclaimed: the
seas around England and France a war
zone, the allies have a right to reply by
stopping all merchandise to or from Ger-
man,

“Nevertheless,” the report says, ‘“the
allied governments have no intention
of following their enemy in his cruel
and barbarous methods and the measures
to which they have been obliged to have
recourse do not involve any risk for
neutral ships or for the lives of neutrals
or non-combatants. They will be ap-
plied in strict conformance with the dic-
tates of humanity.”

BILL TO TAX BACHELORS
$5 IN WEST VIRGINIA

Charleston, W. Va.,, March 16—Dele-
gate James of Mingo County has in-
troduced in the West Virginia House of
Delegates.a bill proposing a tax on bach-
elors between twenty-five and fifty years
of age. The money would be paid into
the county road funds. The tax propos-
ed is $5 a year.

the military hospitals not far from the
front. He said he was well and wished
to be remembered to all his friends.
Mrs. Teresa McMennamon received a
card yesterday from her son Sergeant
Thomas, who is with the Canadians now
in France. He said that he was well and
wished to be remembered to the boys.
He is at the front with one of the hos-
pital staffs, but did not make any men-
tion of the fighting or of his position.

SCHOOL MATTER

AT GRAND ORANGE
LODGE MEETING

4

Right of Board to ' Rent New
Buildings Brought Into Question
in Grand Master Wallace's Ad-
dress at Sussex

Suseex, N. B, Mareh 16—The Grand
Lodge of New Brunswick, L. 0. A., met
this afternoon for their annual session,
Grand Master W. B. Wallace, K. C,
presiding. The sessions will continue to-
morrow and probably on Friday morn-
ing. ;
One of the first matters of business
was the presentation of his annual ad-
dress by the grand master and in this
the most interesting subject dealt with
was revival of interest in the separate
school question. The matter was dealt
with chiefly from an economic point of

view but it was declared that the admin-

istration of the act, while possibly con-
forming to the regulations, was in op-
position to the legistation. The original
arrangement, it was said, had permitted
the school boards to rent schools already
erected by religious bodies, in order that
they should not be wasted but the right
of the board to rent new buildings since
erected was questioned and the desirab-
ility of this policy questioned.

One of the activities of the order dur-
ing the last few months has been the
collection of money from members and
lodges for the patriotic fund. In addi-
tion to amounts sent direct to the treas-
urers of various funds
amounting to about $1,500 have been for-
warded to the grand treasurer and the
grand lodge will be given an opportunity
to decide whether the amount will be
added to from the grand lodge funds.

This is the year for the triennial cele-
bration, which will be held in Frederic-
ton, and the final plane will receive the
consideration of the gathering.

Among the Orangemen who are here
from St. John are W. B. Wallace, grand
master; Neil J. Morrison, grand secre-
tary; David Hipwell, past grand master;
Harry Sellen, grand audit; W. H. Sulis,
P. D. M.; J. G. Sullivan, P. D. M.; Rob-
ert Wills, P. D. M.; J. H. Burley, P. D.
M.: B. C. Waring, D. M.; C. B. Ward,
county master; A. Ellison, W. M. of No.
1; D. B. Webster, W. M. of No. 24; W.
B. Marter, C. M. Lingley, P. D. M.; John
Kenney, P. D. M.; W. M. Campbell,
past county master; Rev. F. P. Denni-
son, H. B. Whiteneck, W. M. of No. 2;
Robert M. Thorne, George Blair and C.
‘White.

Among the delegates from Fredericton
are: A. D. Thomas, past grand master;
H. T. Brewer, grand lecturcr; W. T.
Craig, D. C. M.; A. H. Boddington, J.
M. Chappell, E. Boone and J. Barry Al-
len.

DEAD IN' EARTHQUAKE
IN TALY ABOUT 30,000

Rome, via Paris, March 16—An official
parliamentary report on the earthquake
of January 18, gives the number of
deaths thus far reported as 29,978, with-
cut including persons who afterwards
died of injuries or illness caused by the

disaster. The communities damaged by,

the earthquake numbered 352,
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