
--^— fkom iMuA-
•t 9M«r clnnuMUMw, IM

J 9<. af lU »ll»to»tloB>. It then rea-
Mc w thtek tlw pmeeBtage of needy in
MbMiiMl would be mneli greater than in To-
roitot

_J^ tril effect of tte 1 of campnlMny
•MiaiMKe la onr Blemuai.: ^ Schooli la
trtMnity apparent from tto amall enrol-
aat la onr provincial Technical Bchooli.

Qnebee bai Technical Beboob tbat are
eemd to none on tbii continent. Bat the
aatejaMnt of tbeie splendid privileges is not
beiBf adeouately secured to tb^ yguth of our

^

land. Nowhere else do we see how utterly in-
I ademiate is the policy of increased grants,
I admirable in their way, without a correspond-
P iag measare of compuision that will keep

boys in school until the completion of the

(^
pttldie school course, when they are ready to* enter such Technical Schools. As a matter
of fact at the completion of the pMblic school
eonrse there are hardly any boys left; they
haTe dropped out to take some temporary
job that requires no skill and leads nowhere.
WUbia the last few years Quebec has built
splendid gaols and splendid Technical Rchools
but it seems much easier to fill the gaols than
the schools. At least in 1015 there were more
inmates of gaols than of such schools. (Con-
sult Quebec Statistical Year Book.) There
were 6,130 persons sentenced to prison and
penitentiary that year and only 1,328 enroll-
ed in Technical Schools, and of these latter
923 were in Night Classes ouly. Ever when
we add the enrolment (2684) of Schools of
Arta and Manufactures, the total enrolment
is only about % of the number of people in
gaol that year. That is something to think
about, particularly when Dr. Cody, Minister
of Education for Ontario says he expects
Ontario will keep all her children in Continua-
tion or Technical Schools until they are 16
years of age. while England will eventually
keep hors till 18. The enrolment of our Tech-
nical Schools for 1916-17 was 406 in day
classes and 836 in night classes — a consider-
able drop in enrolment. That is not a very
promising sitrn. And in the large Montreal
Teehnieal School, in the fourth year of the
eoone, there were no pupils in the Englis'i
section and only 2 in the French section. In
the Quebec Technical School there were no
pupil; at all in the fourth year. When other
countiies and provinces make education com-
pulsory in Continuation and Technical
Schools, as they are planning to do, how will
the fature workmen of Quebec compete with
themf We have not taken the first step of
keeping boys in, school until they have the
qualification] that will enable them to en-
ter anch schools. For, to enter a Technical
or Agrienltural College it is necessary for a
papil te have acquired a eerUin academic

18 —
steading. The report of the Teehnieal Edn-
eatioB CommiasioB by Dr. Jamea Bobert-
son insiated oa a eompnlsory attendance law
as the onlv proper bads on whieh to bnild «
system of technical education. How much
more true will this be, and how mneh great-
er will be the need, after the war! During
the period of reconstruction technical know-
ledge will be at a premium if we are to com-
pete successfully in trade with Germany.
Where are the scientifically trained men
to come from? Must men be imported to fill
many of the best positions f College trained
men cannot fill them all. And Quebec is to
build a large merchant marine; who wUl plan
and carry out the work that requires tech-
nical skill f Must we go to the United Statea
and the other provinces, as we have so often
done for railway experts with the proper
knowledge and training! Again consider the
matter of the cost of Technical Education:
the figures are for the year. 1916-17. The
total cost of maintenance of three of the
four Technical Schools was $203,372.82. The
cost of the Technical school at Sherbrooke,
which had 11 pupils, tyas included in the
report uader the general eost of the Clasaieal
College. The average cost per pupil en-
rollod in the three schools was (ie2JS0. And
in these four Technical Schools about a mil-
lion and a half dollars of money is invested.
Surely this investment could be made to yield
a better return in the amount of training
given.

EVIDEKOE FBOM THE JXJVENILE
OOtJST BEP0HT8

Of the children who came before the Ju-
venile Delinquents' Court in Montreal last
year, 554 cases or 45 p.c. of the whole num-
ber, were neither employed nor attending
school. And 13 p.c. of the children who camo
before the Court could neither read nor write.
These were all children of school age as the
Juvenile Court deals only with children up
to 16^ years of age. Our voluntary school sys-
tem is fast building up a considerable con-
tin front of juvenile criminals and loafers to
fill our goa's in the future. Practicallv all
these loaferj learn their habits of loafing
during school age.

LITESAOT AND ILUTEEAOT
Bulletin XV of the Dominicn Censns of

1911 gives the educational status of the peo-
ple and the usual literacy tables. When the
literacy of the whole population S. years of
age and over is considered, Qeubec does not
show up too badly; her percent of illiteracy
was 12.69, which is higher that that of
Ontario, Prince Eilward Island, Nova Scotia
and Britiah Columbia but less than that of
New Brunswick, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
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