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West Indies ; and so greatly was her power extended in the east,
and so solid were tlie foundations on which it reposed, that her
commerce and her arms soon reigned tlierc ahnost without a com-
petitor.

The Americans, on their part, displayed so much zeal in sus-
taining, with their arms and resources, the efforts of the common
country, that, besides the glory they acquired, they were deemed
worthy to participate in the advantages which resulted to England
from so many successes.

The French, renouncing the hope of reaping any advantage from
the chances of war, resorted to the means of address ; emissaries trav-
ersed the American continent, saying to all that would hear them,
< To what end have the Americans lavished their blood, encountered
so many dangers, and expended so much treasure, in the late war, if

the EngUsh supremacy must continue to press upon them with so
much harshness and arrogance ? In recompense of such fidelity, of
so much constancy, the English government, i>erhaps, has moderated
its prohibitions, has enfranchised commerce from trammels so preju-
dicial to the interests of America ? Perhaps the odious and so much
lamented laws against manufactures, have been repealed ? Perhaps
the Americans no longer need toil upon their lands, or traverse the
immensity of the seas, exclusively to fill the purses of English mer-
chants ? Perhaps the government of England had shown a disposi-

tion to abandon for ever the project of parliamentary taxes ? Is it

not, on the contrary, too evident, that, v/ith its forces and power,
have increased its thirst of gold, and the tyranny of its caprices ?

Was not this admitted by Pitt himself, when he declared, the war
being terminated, he should be at no loss to find tlxe means of draw-
mg a public revenue from America, and of putting an end, once for

all, to American resistance ? Has not England, at present being mis-
tress of Canada, a province recently French, and, as such, more pa-
tient of the yoke, has she not the means of imposing it on her colo-
nists themselves, by the hand of her numerous soldiery ? Is it not
time that the Americans, no longer in a state of infancy, should, at
length, consider themselves a nation, strong and formidable of itself ?

Is it only for the utility of England they have demonstrated, in the
late war, what they were capable of achieving ? And by what right

should a distant island pretend to govern, by its caprices, an im-
mense and populous continent ? How long must the pariialities and
the avarice of England be tolerated ? Did ever men, arms, riches,

courage, climate, invite to a more glorious enterprise ? Let the Amer-
icans, then, seize the occasion, with a mind worthy of themselves,

BOW they have proved their arms, now that an enormous public debt
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