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provinci-

al camp.

neVLl S T O R Y of the CkAP. Xj.

their artillery was fai' frbm being cqtial to any great*
fcrvicc. Although confidcrablc rcinforcemcirs ar
rived m the remote parts of the Province, the various
impedbnents of bad roads, bad weather, and the
want of neceffaries fuitablc to the fcrvice, prevented
their being able td join them. In the ftate of de
ftjondcncy confcquent of thefe circumftances, that
fcourge and terror of the weftern Continent and of
Its numerbus nations, the fmall pox broke out, and
made its ufual cruel ravages amongfl them. Nor
was the immediate eifea with refyt€t tq life or
health the word confequence of the calamity ; for
that difordcr being considered as the American
plague, and regarded with all the horror incident to
that name, the dread of infeftion broke in upon
every other confidcration, and rendered it difficult
If not impraaicable, to fuftain difcipline, or pre-*
fervc order.
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In this fituatlon, the Provincial accounts inform
us,^ that thcv intended to raife the ficge before the
arrival of the fuccours from England, and that
General Woofter, who at that time held the com-
mand, with fome other of the principal officers, had
already gone to Montreal to mAe fome prenara.
tions neceflary for the facilitating of that purpofe.
it luch a defign was formed,.it was prevented from
being carried fuccefsfully into execution, by the zeal

ffTelfis
^"""^ ^^''^-'y °^ '^^ °ffi^^^^ ^"d crews of the Ifis

man of ff^l T'. ^?^, ^^ ^^^ ^^'g^^^^ which were the

war with ""j ^^^ »ad failed from England with fuccours,
land and and Who With great labour, conduft, and refolution,
marm. having forced their way through the ice, arrived at

Quebec before the pafl'age was deemed praaicable.
The unexpeded fight of the Ihips, threw the be
Iiegers into the greatcft cpnfternation, which was
not leflened by the immediate effeft, of their cut-
ting off all communication between their forces on
the different fides of the river.

marine

forces.


