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war as it could no*: but be, between the British Empire and any

other power, except the Russian, or indeed any two other powers?

Simply that we would give it a sound thrashing, and like Ger-

many in 1 87 1, make it pay the costs of its lesson in the duty of

not interfering with its superiors. Spain is baicly able to main-

tain an equal contest with Cubans and Cai lists. Italy has as yet

no grounds for colonial pretensions, and if she had, could not

fight for them. Her immense armaments have rendered her

powerless for offence. By lavish indulgence of her military

vanit)' in time of peace she has sapped the vigour of lier sinews

of war. She is a silly child, who has long been overstraining her-

self to hold uj) a giant's club. The very first attempt to use her

unwieldy weapon would burst her lungs and break her h ick.

Brazil is not strong, and is already gorged w th territory, having

a square mile for every group of three Brazilians. Austria and

Russia, as I shall soon show, will be consenting and profiting

parties, in .so far as concerned with our im,ierial operations. The at-

tention of France and Germany is concentrated in intense mutual

jealousy, and their strength all reserved for the expected gr.itifiT

cation of their mutual haired. i\either can afford to have the

luxury of another enemy. Germany has as yet no colonial in-

terests to give excuse for meddling with us, and such colonial

ambition as she may have she will soon be able to satisfy with-

out crossing our path. She will soon swallow up Holland, and

thus gain command of the Moluccas, the Sunda Islands, and of

Dutch Guiana. France is frantii ,dly ambitious, and will not allow

us to act, especially in Egypt and Madagascar, without vehement

protests and vigorous machinations. Everywhere she will look

upon us with a jealous eye and try to counteri.ct us by ingenious

plots. But if we are careful to spare her vanity, and avoid formal

casus belli, while steadily accomplishing our purposes, she will

hesitate to pick a quarrel in her present shattered, disorganized,

and debt-laden condition. Her means, happily, do not corres-

pond to her ideas. The ape element in her nature undoubtedly

retains all its efficiency, but the tiger is too'hless, and the only

result of a petulant attack on the British Lion would be the loss

of those foreign provinces which she might otherwise be allowed

to keep in her claws. If she remains a good quiet child, she


