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haded and laborious Part of the Nation ; and,

though made Ufe of as the Means of raifing

the Taxes, inftead of facilitating their Payment,

add grievoufly to the Burthen and increafe the

Difficulty of fupporting it.

As the Increafe of Taxes, alfo, tends to in-

creafe the Number of Stock-holders, fo muft

the Price of all the Means of Life, and confe*

quently of Labour, increafe, till it come to a

Degree incompatible with the Profperity, or

even the Being, of many of our Manufactories.

It is further a melancholy Refledlion to think,

in how many Inflances the NecelTity of raifmg

fuch vaft Sums as the Exigencies of State re-

quire, contributes to promote Idlenefs and De-

bauchery, in the lower Clafles of People. It

may be fufficient here to hint only at the Diftil-

leryj and barely to mention the Cafe of Tipling

Houfes, the unlimited Number of which are fo

pernicious to the Morals and Manners of thofe,

on whom both the Wealth and Strength of the

Nation ultimately depend.

Can it be denied that in thefe, as in many
other Cafes, the moft prudential Maxims of do-

meftick Polity have not been difpenfed with,

under Pretence of the Neceflity 6f promoting

the Revenue ? Nothing, indeed, can be more

abfurd than to imagine the Duties, arifing from

the Means of intoxication. Debilitation and

Riot, more beneficial to a (iate, than Sobriety
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