
484 THE SHIP COLUMBIA AND

AFTER AN OLD DRAWING BY DAVIDSON.

The Ship "Columbia" surprised by the Natives of Chickleset.

there. The ship was made as snug as

possible in a well-sheltered harbor which

they called Adventure Cove. The sails

were unbent, the topgallant, topmasts,

and yards were unrigged and stowed

below. A space was cleared on shore,

and a log-house built, the crew all work-

ing with a will. One party went out cut-

ting plank ; another to shoot deer and

geese. The carpenters soon put up a

very substantial building to accommodate
a force of ten men, containing a chimney,

forge, workshop, storeroom, and sleeping-

bunks. It served, also, the purpose of a

fort, having two cannon mounted out-

side and one inside through a porthole.

All around there were loopholes for small

arms.

This they called Fort Defence, and
here they lived like civilized and Chris-

tian men. The log rej^orts :
'• On Sunday

all hands at rest from their labors. Per-

formed divine service."

The keel of the sloop was soon laid

and the work went bravely forward. The
sketch of this scene shows Captain Cray
conferring with Mr. Yendell about the

plan of the sloop.

The days grew short and cold, the sun

being much obscured by the tall forest

trees all around them. Some of the nu

were taken ill with colds and rheumat

pains, and had to be removed aboard shi;

The natives of the adjoining tribe becani

quite familiar. The chiefs and the

wives visited the fort and the ship alnio-

every day, coming across the bay in the:

canoes. The common Indians were iii

allowed to land, a sentinel being alway

on guard, night and day. Captain (Ira

was disposed to be very kind to the na-

tives. He often visited their village-

carrying drugs, rice, bread, and molasst

for their sick people. Going one cl

with his clerk, Hoskins, they persuade

a woman to have her face washed, whe:

it appeared that she had quite a fair con.

plexion of red and white, and "one e

the most delightful countenances," say

Hoskins, " that my eyes ever beheli^

She was indeed a perfect beauty !
" Sli

got into her canoe and soon after rt

turned with her face as dirty as ever. Sli

had been laughed at by her companion
for having it washed. It was a comnio

practice among some of the tribes fi

both sexes to slit the under liji and wca

in it a plug of bone or wood, fitted wit

holes from which they hung beads.

On the 1 8th of P'ebruary, several chiei


