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III llir followiii;,' pu'^'os wv sliiill till tlic story
of Altivd's life in fowtr wortls than tlioso of his
Iririid, JSishoj) Asscr, luiL hct'..rc doin;^' so it, will he
well fu i^iv,. ;i l,ri,.f survey of tho stuLo of I'^ii-^'laiid

hffoi-r Alfred came into the world.

THI- BHCilNMNCi OF •' ENOLE-LAND."
Ill til.) year 4-l-!> a hordt- of sea-pirates laiidtd on

iIk! coast of Kent and attacked the IJritons, wlio
defended their siiores fn.ni the tierce invaders.
Sli.»rtly afterwards other fleets of j)irates from the
samr parts swept d(.wn n{>on the shores of Ijritaia.

They were stron,«,', fair-haired, hliie-eyed men, and
liny c;!ine across the sea from the coimtrv we now
'•all (ierinany. They helon,L,red to three '^icat trihes
or nations, called An-les, Saxons, and Jntes. Foot
by toot the l5ritons were beaten back, imtil, after
many years of ti-htinj.^, th. An,«,des and Saxcnis be-
<ame masters (.f the wjiole of Hritain except Wales,
rornwall and Stratlidyde, in wliich the descendants
of tlie early Tritons still live.

W lien the Ambles and Sa.xons had eoncpiered tlie
^•oimtry, they abandoned their sea farin^^ life and
I'voiid tiiemsrlves to clearin,-,' the forests, lillin-^^

the -round, and JMiildin- towns. (Iradnally the
islan.l <ame to he called Kn-land. or the land of
the An.oies. For a loiti,' time, however, the country
was divi(led into a number of ditVerent kin<,'doms—
suj-h as Su.ssex (the kin-dom of the S<hi//> Saxons),
Wessex ahe kin,-(h)m of the lIV.v/ Saxons). Xortlmmbria
(the kinirdoni Xnr/h of' fj,r 11,1.^1" r\. .and w; cm
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oms Were near Iv al wavs at war with one
er, and soinetnnes c le beci ime niuie powerful,


