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Government. As a result, twenty-five new families

came at once, and in a few years there were 200

families installed.

Each man brought 20 to 30 dollars but no more,

and each became indebted to companies for 1000

to 1500 dollars, a debt which they hoped to pay, but

which hung on their necks like the instalments their

ancestors had to pay to the Land Banks of Russia

for the land they had been granted.

However, they ploughed and sowed and hoped

for harvests, built log cabins and even American

houses. They had hard times, and were on the

verge of starvation—famine and death staring at

them from the barren fields. They were forced to

make an appeal through the newspapers of Eastern

America, and as a result truck-loads of provisions

were sent to them, and "clothes to last five years."

Succeeding years made up for their sufferings.

There was a plentiful flax harvest ; and though in

1909 hail destroyed the wheat and in 19 10 and 1911

there was drought, the Russians boie up. And

191 2 was a most fruitful year, some farmers garner-

ing as many as 25,000 bushels of wheat.

Each year they were able to add to their stock,

to build a little more, and to do various things. As

a result of good harvests Andray Dubovoy himself

was able to go a-travelling, and to meet me and tell

me his story. He had himself come to America

when a little child, and did not know of his native

land except by repute. He had not, however, had
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