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Airi.K serving four >c!irs and Hurt inoiillis in the

United States Nav>-, I icct i\((l mi lidiiitiiiahlc dis-

charuc on April II. UMI. I li< Id llic ianl\ .-f cliicr

pctl\' odiccr. liist-class gunner. Il is not uiKMinniKU

for garbies td i;»> easy t'ur a wliiK Ik Iw 1 1 n i nli-1 im nts

—they like a Nacation as niucii as anyone and it was

u\y intention to loaf for a \r\\ nionihs InToi-c joiniiiL;'

the na\y auain.

.iVt'ter the war started, of course, I had liiard more

or less about tlie (iern'an atrocities in lieluimn. and

while I was L!reall> interestid. I was doubttiil at

first as to the triith ot' the reports, for I knew how

news gets changed in passinir I'roiu mouth to mouth,

and I never was much of one to believe Ihinns until

I saw them, anyway. Another tliinu that caused me

to be interested in the war was the fact that m\'

mother was born in Alsace. Ilcr maiden name,

Diei\ieu\. is well known in Alsace. I had often

visited niy grandmother in St. Xa/aire and kmw the

countr\'. So witli France at war. it was not strange

that 1 slu'iild be even more interested than nuin>'

otlier garbies.


