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FIRB NURNE
Notwithstanding the adrance in rates,

tire insu rance lias got te be ratiier ait un-
profitable business for tlîo companies tak-
ing the risks. Returns show that whîilst
lifo insuranco wvas a very profitable busi-
nîess in the United States last ycar, <juite
the opposite was truo iii the case of tho
lire companies. The lifo comipauies did a
hig business and made handsomec profits
above the forty te fifty per cent. margins
paid te agents, On the othier band, the
lire companies have taken risks at or less
than average cost, besides paying the per-
centage to agents. The sanie remarks
will apply te soute extent te the insuralice,
business iii Canada. Life companies
generally have donc a very profitable
business ; but the iro comipanies have in
niany instances realized littie if any profit
frein the past year's operations.

The natural outeome of this state of
affairs nmust be te brin-g about further ad
vances in lire insurance rates. Merchants
wvho already look upon insurance rates ae
a heavy tax, would flot relish furtiier ad-
vanees. The question, therefore, is :
What ean be done to lessen the possibili.
tics of 1bsses front ire 1 Titis is a matter
wvhich ail or nearly ail dealers are inter-
estcd in. The tire companties cannot be
expeeted te take business at uniprofîtable
rates, and the grcater the risk the higher
must be the rate.

Now, there la no denyiîîg the statement
that lire insuraue grcatly increases the
risk froin tires, or rathier tlie nutuber of
tires. Fire insurance is therefore an ad-
vantage and a (lisad vantage at the sanie
tune, it Ls an advantage in that it prol-
vides the honest tratýer with a guarantee
agair.st the total loss \of his property, in
case of its destruction fron lire. On tlîe
other liand the resuit of lire insurance
bein- te increase the number of tires, tîxe

possibility of loas freon fire is likewise
increased. On this latter acceut zorne
have aven -one so far as te declare in
favor of the abolition of ail lire inaurance;
but suait is xnanifestly out of the ques-
tion. Ai tliat can be donc is te endeavor
te trace more closely the origin oi ires.
Nearly ail are intercsted in furthering
somne move ini this direction frow a double
objeet; first, to secure greater immunity

froînt ires, nid second, te keep dlowni in-
sursuiice rates.

It is a îîîatter of voîidcr, thînt consicler-
ing tlîe vast importanicp of this maLter,
soute more ce.tual nsures have net
beau takon te iu vesti«atc tlio causes of
tires. Fires aiea eccurring overy day,
under vcry suspicious circuistaxîces, and
resulting in lieavy lasses, yct littie atten-
tien is paid te, the subjeet. Evidcntly
whîat is required is sainîe simple and inox-
pensive mîode of investigating every lire,
and passing a verdict as te its cause- In
the United States tliera3 is a movemient te
provide aomethîing iii tho nature of a
court o! inquiry to dai witlî cases ef
tires, and legislatioîi of this nature wvili
probably ha enaitud. by several States in
the near future. Sirnîlar legisiation could
undoubtedly lie euiacted iii Canada te ad-
vantage. The inatter of investigating
inte the causes of tires, should net be loft
te thie insurance companies, but should be
conducted entirely separate freont any ac-
tion on the part of the companies In
fact, it iniglit hie Weil te i'estrict the cern-
panies as te the proportion of the value o!
properties for wvhich they will insure and
provide for thn punislinient o! agents,who
through carelessncss or otherwvise have
given policies of over-insuî ance. There
la ne doubt but that ever insurance hcads
te inany tires and attempts te sei eut te
tlîc insurance companies. rit case of
rapid depreciatien iii the value of prep-
erties, cemipanies mighit arrange te have it
in their pover te reduce arnount of poli-
cies, Nçithout reference te the turne for
wvhioh thcy wvere taken, in surit instances
o! course allowing a rebaté- on thc prein.
iuin. The question is a dithicuit elle te
deal wvitlî, but it is one of suclb vast im-
portance that it deserves attention. lit
is certain that if ut wvere known a strict
investigation wvoulil bc leld into the cause
o! every fire, thiere wou]d bo many fewer
tires aiîd mucli grester in munity front loss
in tlîis way.

EARLY COIG
A great deai has been heard in Winni-

peg about early elesing. Every once in
wvhile the clerks go about wvitlî petitions
ir favor o! closiîîg stores and certain busi-
ness places at a stated heur. Sometimes
such an arrangement is made, but it is
rarely kept for any length of turne. Retty
jealousies crop np, and lu a short turne
the arrangement faia tbreugh, various
dealers accusing others o! being the lirst
te break the agreement, 'At one tinie

the early chosing imiovemient iii Winnipeg
arneunted te quite ant extenive agitation.
Lt wvas avait carried so fàsr tlîat clergymen
preachied zermions upon thie subdeet. O!
]at(-, hîewover, little reference lias beem
miade te the niatter, and thie îîîovcîîent
seemmîs te have died eut. Tus e3m scA
lias always exprcssed itself thîoroughly in
favoi. of e-arIy closing o! business places,
as far as eau be doue ln justice te tie
public. Lousg age,liowever, k was poitted
eut iii this juurnal, that the only effeetutai
way tg agitato the qum$ion wvas te look
te legislation te soe:ure the dcsiied eîîd.
The regulation of Jabor in facteries and
workshops lias been made a niatter o!
legisîntion for many years back, anid thoera
wvould ha nothing mmmv in principle iii
regu lating labor in stores. Tius Com3wit-
cial, seine titîxe aga, advised thoso agitat-
in- for siiorter heours of labor in stores,
te direct thîcir efforts toward securing an
act freont the Provincial Legislature, vith
thiat object in view. Ir- ne otlier way
can it bo lîoped tlîat a satisfactery soin-
tion of tlîe question will ho arrived at.
No doubt alarge number o! the leadin-0
umrchiants wvould be in favor o! voluntary
early chosing, but se long as others refuse
te acquiesce in uh an narangenient, the
slîops wvill remaiîi open until Jute heurs.
Ihbus one obstinate merchant has it in his
power te tlmwart the xsyisbes ýf a -.viale
coinmunity. Legishative enaetinent would
cover such cases am, aise dg away with
any litthe jeahousies which one dlealer
mighit feel toward another la the roatter.

Se far, those interested lu early closing
in Winnipeg, have made ne rnbve teward
obtainirig legishation in their cause, but
have only broken eut wvith spasinedie
agitations, which, though rcse.lting in se
complighingi little direct good, have ne
doubt servcd te educate the people la
favor of the movement. lIf thiose ln WVin-
nipeg wbo have been agitating for early
closing are a!raid their cause dees net
coamp within the scepe o! legishatien,
they Nvil ho reassured hy the bill
now before, the Ontarie Legib1ature.
This bill provicbes for the "reg(,ulatien o!
the closingf o! stores and the heurs o! laber
therimi for chîlîdren and yeung people."
Titis net has been introdueed byn inember
of the Government, and it witl therefore
undoubtedly he passed. lit is really an
adjua«tt te the Ontario Factories' Act,
wvhich provides for the regulatien o! lahor
la and other arrangement in connectien
with factories. The aet applies. te places
wlier6,goods are exposed for sale, niaking0


