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las givors,
Zoraster .and
Solon, and Ly-
curgng_legislated ; for it tho Medes |
and Persians and Alexander the Great.
fought and couguered, the countriestl: .y
had subducd, forming o portion of the
‘Empire: for it all the ancicnt poets saug
the artists clothed the stone or canvas
in form:s of imperishablo and unap-
proachablc beauty. and oratore spoke
with more thau Luman cloguonce, Spain
aund Gaal, all the frontior provinces from
the Alps to the Danube sent their finest
ard bravest youtl= te its armies. and
their Lest and choicest minds to its
senato, The eulturc of the most polish-
ed nations. aud the vigour, energy and
freshnegs of younger peoples were em-
loyed in 1ts service and contributed to
its strougth and power and glory. Ina
word, it was the heir of all antiquity.
‘Tho experi_uces, the traditions of the
buman rece, all the wealth of human
thought and learning, all ths wisdow of
the past, all tho moral and intellectual
tratka which that past had scquired and
stored up, all that was great and good
and refining and elovating in ancient
civilization, came pouring in plenteous
streams into tho bosom of that mieg
which Augustus Ciosar had organiz
and congolidated into an Empire,

Wo will glanco at the greatness and
splendour of the Romo of Augustus
Cesar, and we shall then point ouf some
of the causes of its greatness, and also
eome of the elements of weakners and
disgolution that were at work in Roman
socioty, guawing like the caaker worm
at its very vitals, and ulkimts;lg causing
itg ducline and irretricvable fall,

THE EXTENT AND GREATHESS OF THE
EMPIRE.

At tho poiut of Roman history which
we seloct for our consideration, the Em-
pire vobraced the confines of the known
world. For conturies the Roman legions
had been marching to the conquest of
the discovered earth. Tribo after tribe,

eople after people, nation after nation
Exd beon defeated by those all-conquer-
ing legions, and been made to pass under
tho Roman yoke. The Roman eagles,
ssys an ancient author, hed spread out
their wings so far and a9 wide as to ver
the earth and to obscure the capopy of
heaven. The most ancient aund historic
kingdoms, the most polished and rofined
pations. as well as the most rude and
savago, had lost their independence and
autonomy and had been absorbed in this
all-embracing Empire, and made to bow
to tho majesty of Imperial Romo. The
Empiro of Augustus had for boundaries
on the west the Atlantic Ocean; tho
TRhine ond Danube on the north: the
Euphrates on the cast, and, towards the
south; tho sandy desorts of Arabia and
of Africa, It was two thousand miles
in breadth from the northern limits of
Daocis to Mount Atlas and the Tropic
ot Cancer: its c¢xtent wss morc than
throe thousand miles from the Western
Ocean to the Enphrates. it was situated
in the finest part of the zone,
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of the Roman nam: and by what
Pliny called the - immense majesty
of the Roman peace.” The policy
which  the Goverument ouployed
ia the various Provinees was not to keep
them in leading strings not to press with
bureaucratic despotism upon all the
springs of civil life. but to leave cach
city and corjoration the nght and hber-
ty to manage its own affairs—in other
words. to secure thew the right and the
blessiugs of Home Rule in thoso matters
thot concerned the special interests of
the provineces thomselves. and were not
in conflict with the rights and interests
of the Kmpire, By this wise and states-
manltke policy wus secured that ** Pax
Romaxa,” that majestic Roman peace
whielt smiled liko the sun over overy
portion of tho Luwpire and differed so
‘widely from that armed i‘calouxy of rival
nations whick is now calied the balauce
of power. From the Danube and Lthine
to the descris of Syria and Asia Minor,
tho calm influence of this peace and
security was felt like tho soft hazy still-
ness of a beautiful day in Autumn. Of
this period might be predicated what
Tertulian wrote of 8 subm?uent rei%n:
* The world iteelf is opeaed up avd be-
comes from day to-day more civilized
ang increases the sum of human enjoy-
wment. Every place is reached, is become
known, is foll of business, solitades,
famous of old, have chun%ed their as-
pects under tho richest cultivation, the
plough has levelled forestsand the beasts
that prey on man have given place to
those that serve him. TD Waves on
the sea-shore; rocksare opened out into
roads; marshes are drained; cities are
more nutnerous now than villages in
former times. The island has lost its
savageness and tho cliff its desolation.
‘Houses spring up everywhero and men
to dwell 1n them. Ou all sides are gov-
ernment: and life.”
SPLENDOR AND MAGNIFICENCE OF THE CITY,
The city itself was then iu its marble
newness, In tho zenith oi its power, in
the full meridian of its peerless magni-
ficonce. Sh. was the queen of nations,
the mistress and presiding genius of the
civilizod world, Thither the rich and
tho great, the learned of the earih,
3 d a8
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by the scuwd of the Britich sentinel-gun
awl the vote of the Britsh bnge—an
Enipire whese lannuaze ix as mnjestic
and as statcly as the Latin, and ourich-
ed by sucli poets as *lilton, Shakespeare,
Pope. Dryden. Moore aud Burns, and
such orators as Chatham, Rurke, Sheri-
dan. Fox, Grattan, Flood, Curran.
O Connell Bright and Gladstons,an Em-
{tim‘ in g w rﬁ which when its sun will

iave sct, for all nations are perishable
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wor. than eight hundred years her
i elory lasted, nntil she was Jdeateoyod by
| Chosroes.
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with its lingering glories, will leave man-
kind the exampl. of great aud glorious
achievements and the heritage of splen-
did and imperishable momories. ‘This

dous not meau that I anprove of all the :

acts and conduct of tho British Govern-
ment.  On the coutrary, as an Irishman,
1 Leartily condemn tho injustice and

glory and ath and lity uf Rome.
This is what made it truly gread, and
what constituted  the oveeshadowing
majesty of the Roman same. and of the
P1x Romana, or omau peace.  Whilst
other great citied and seayy of cnpire,

| such a< Athens. Antioeh and Alexandrin, |
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The waters maranr of their name.

The woodds an pepicd wi b thor fame
The siient pllar fonc and gray
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Ther wpiste s rap the dusky mounrin,
Thar iremory sparkles o er 1he fountsia,
The canest viif, the mighticst rlscr.
~twlls smnghe - with ter faime foreser.

} THE CAUSES TUAT WROUGHT REUIN TO THE
FMPIRE,

But withiu the bosom of this great

* Roman secicty there wore catises at

work which sfowly Lut surcly brought

tabout the dechue aud ultinately the
| fall of tho Empire,

7 lat, Marriage had lost its unity,

oppression it has heaped on my native
country, but I entertain the hope that
England will let learn to regard and to
treat Ireland as a eister, and will do its
utmost to staunch her wounds that have
been so long bloeding,

_CAUSES OF THE STABILITY OF THE EMPIRE.

‘The system of just Inws rogulating the
relations and the conducc of the govern-
ing power of Rome towsrds its citizens,
and its marvelous power of assimilating
its subject races and nations, lay at the
faundation of Rome's uncivalled great.

THE ROMAN FORUM.

opened up her mighty bosom as of a
gcat and loving mother to hor subjects.
or policy was not one of isolation, but
rather of oxtonsion and attraction. Her
policy aud nim was to make the rights
rivileges, and liberties, that constituted
er life circulato from her mighty hears,
to all the members of her body, impart-

ing tu them one imperishable national
life, and binding them together in the
body pulitic by equal laws and a com-
mon language.

Let us sco how sheeffected this. The
decreed that the legions should

ness and of vho trength and
enduring stability of its Empite. It was.
the policy of Augustus and his successors

be stationaryand permanent in the vari-
ous regions in which they wetre placed.
Froebl bors of I

not to attempt to extend the b d.
of the Empire, but rather to consolilate
tho various bors of it into ]

vast
.and Italinus emigrated to tae conquered
ics, just as modern Englishmon

commonwealth, and to bind them to.
gether ina pohticabl unity by the ?owerk
d the i

emigrate to-day toimprove their fortanes
or to seek now pleasures, to the various
jes of the Bntish empire. Thus

ui squel | g of local
rights and nssges. In order the better
to cemeon* this union and bind it together
as with bonds of steel, the Cresars gave

the Provinces becamo the homes of mul-
titudes of Romaxu citizens and soldiora.
These were suthorized to create coloniw

lonics. And they established them

their subjectsliberty of and
the free iso of their i

or
in the most fertile districtsand tho most
i i ‘The colonia was

dowa to the advent of Chris , and
even after that event, and with the

& ¥
gto\m‘a to revel in all possible material,
as well as intellectual, cnjoyments.
Thera the oyo was glutted with seeing
and the ear with hearing. Tbocity was
gorged with tho spoils of every nation,
glutted with wealth, resplendent with
marbies and gilding, and filled with all
tho beautcous works of art which the
wost refined civilization could produco,
1t abounded in gublic libraries, picture
and sculpture galleries and music halls,
and in every need that provided for the
cuitivation snd refinement of the mind.
There, in clegant case. phllomphc;s
theorized and discussed, poots-sang in
jiumortal verse, orators spoke with an
i that stal ds through

and was supposcd to contain about six-
teen thousaud square riles of the fair-
est. the most fortile and tho most
cultivated part of the world, and it
contained nbout ene hundred aud twenty
million of inhabitants, amnongst them
the greatest. the most learued, the
ealthicst and the bravest of wankind.
Where now in Karope a group of half
friendly uations watch cach others
progross with inteuse jeslousy, Rome
mamtained an Empire of which Spain
and Great Britain and North Africa,
Switzerlend _and the groator part of
Austria. Turkoy in juurspe, Asin Minor,
Syrin, and Egypt were but single timbs
—mombers of her mighty boiy. Her
roads. radiating from the golden mile-
stone iy the Forum. spread like n not-
work ovor this vast territory. pierced
the mountains and crossed valloys aud
bridgod over rapid . ors securing an
easy and gafo passage for tho march of

3 —This cray is largoly drawn from that ad
nmu work, ' 'nx: Formation of Christendom,”
T. W. Allia.

the world and stirs mon’s bearts, paint-
ers madc the canvass broeathe and live,
and sculptors took tho rough stones of
tho quarry and chisseled them into an
imperishablo lifo and beauty. Thero
might have been heard the sweet lyricy
and tho pungent satires' of Horace, the
majeatic strains of Virgil and tho burn-
ing nud trimnphant eloquence of Cicero
Plulosophy, oratory, poctry and thoarta
o

tho single exception of that religion,
uptil Christianity o the religion of
the Empire. Roman law was a great
siseem of natural equity, recogmzing
tho just rights of ali, and thercforo won
the allegiance and the loyalty of the
meny nations that camo within its bene-
ot infl Torof.

the very image of Romo itself in its in-
ternal policy and government, it was
Roman soil dwolt in by Roman citizens,
enjoying all civil and political rights.
; The colonia was Rome reproduced, in
cvery locality in which 1t was planted,
it was tho representative of its power
and civilization, 1 was in each district
the of law and order and good

ficent me was

not only the mighty conqueror but also
the groat and wiso legislator and the
skilful assimilator of the hnman race.
Herein shio differed from and oxcelled
other great cities famvus in history, and
which were ouce the heads of former
empires.

Athens was once a great city, and the
¢reator and contre of a most brilhaut
civilization. Sho was skilled in tho arts
of peaco and war. She roigued a queen
on the beautiful ghores of the Egean.
Clothed with an ideal beauty, radiant
with triumphant genius, and basking in
it the dreamy olysian atmosphero of its
aenial clime,

# Where on tho Egean shore a  °y stands,
Bullt nobly, pure the air, and fight the soit ™

But it lacked the power of making-its
sway acceptablo fo its tributaries, its

and tcietices b T
nover antil then attained, making the
reign of Augustus the synonym of all
that is refincd. clevating, greal and por-
fect in art ond literaturo. -

Nor was Romc lesaadvanced in all the

p d against its rulo, and
13 empiro vagished Jiko a dream of the
night. Tta dominion henceforward, was
ovor the mind of man. Painting, sculp-
ture, music. poetry, eloquence and phil-
osophy. choso her ag their capital, but
sho failed to consolidate her tributarics

government. Tho natives around the
colonizo who went thither for the pur-

so of trade, wero atiracted towards
tho civilized life thoy thero saw imaged
furth, thoy saw o picturo of life, wealth

anything they had imagined.
Gradually and insensibly the ma:gnet
ivilization of tho colonin drow
them to its bosom, and the aim and am.
bition of their life bccau:(z to :;haro tho

D 'ges an ad
which they saw sccurcly pmmemﬂxy
its inhabitants. Rowme had planted her

order, wealth and peaco before their

oy fail to stretch forth their arms
tho embraco of such a mother.
1manic)

and privileges.

and other countries of hor cnpro, bring
ing hor freedom, hor Jaws and her cb

zation to them all
ullegiauce and loyalty. au

comforts and luxurics of matorial civili.
zation. T acquacdurt yed
the wators of the coolest and most sc-

d ins in the solitudes of
distant mountains to the ponds, baths,
houses and gardens of the citizens, and
many of thom stand %o this‘dzs{ tho
wonder of the modern traveller. Num-
crous baths of porphyry overlnid with

¥ { silver, ond in somo iustences sob with

intoan enduring Ith beeause
sho lacked the facuity of practical legis-
lation and of assimilation.

Antioch was once a great and beauti-
ful city, nud was solected by an able
sovereign for the head of his empiro.

wealth, gunarded and ramparted around

subjects. Whlst other imporial ¢
stood alone in their solitary grando
and isolated from their tributaries and

Seated n-a valloy of hless beauty,
and oujoying a most lovely climate, sho

grow to-vast proportions, ~ She was tho

P TRomo sowed the
soil of Europe with tho fruitful sseds of
| Yier libertics, laws and solf-governmont,

sauetity and indissolubility, and
thereby tho very foundation of
Ror-an scciety was sapped aud
sndermined. “Tho family 1s the
foundation of society, and m fact
it was ihe first socioty instituted
by God. it is it that gives citizens
to the state and cluldren te the
Church. What the foundation ia
to the structure that rests upon it.
that the famnly i to society. If
¥ou undermine aod destroy the
oundation, the superinentubent
building will tumble mto frag
ments; and &a when the fammly
58 disrupted and ruined socioty
and the stato, which is but an
organization of families, must
noevitably come ‘to ruin und
destruction. Now this was tho
condition of things in the iwman
Empiro at the time of which wo
are writing. The family was
degraded aud disrupted becauso
marriago had lost its umty, its
sanctity, and indissolubility ; its
unity by polygamy, its sanctity
by fegalized ‘prostitution, and its

indissolibility by divoree.
20d. In consequenco of the loss of the

Sanctions and safeguards given by God
to wiarringe, woman lost her primiti

sl governinent, apd hence, although |

T severcignty was fudisputabl- med
ali controlittg. 1t at tho saue time Lft |
the sulyjeet races iu gonoral, i posson- ©
sion of thoir . wan uws. liberty. property ©
nid Cantes, roserving te hessdt the -
iu]ht of peace wud war, aud regunig |

e fmgtaaculs by mnmnernble hests, :

* that bespavgle theis, the earth i<strewn :

+ 1 4se befors tae the gladistor die,

e leans upon h 21 wnd, his manly brow

{ unscute to death Bt soluuory agony.
: Aud bin de cpod he a1 #uky gradvadly jow,
H Auwd fr9 u e skde 1nc Lt drope, cbbing slow,
£ Frou the sl ool fall hoasy Oue by ope,
H Fiky ilie finn o of & thunder showor )
Azl 1o w the arunm ek Lme around bim,
He o wone ere reaned the Inbuan shout
Pl greets the weets s wha wor

i

i

1 heard it but he heeded not, hes evey
Were with Dix eatt, and that was lir away.
He rocked nek of the fife he kst nor prie,
ut whe re his fude Dt by the |‘.wu{xo ay.
Fhiore were tux 3 001 Larbarans 211 st pla)
Tieté w D taw mother - Lo thie yire
Beatcbor d L tane »
Alethis fusie i A
Cdunatengd

fronan fioliday
fur bt sl ik b oxare
5 wathound wluy ponrre

Where thore was <o niuch tyranny. s
ik menstroin inhumanity” »o shuch
savnge and bratal trocty in the inner
e fations of Roman Iifo. thoere conlid not
be Teugg n hone for freedom. for justic,-
Lt patnobaa @ word, for all those
sirtes thad dignify. conoble aud make o
ntate grent and endurmg. and outeage!
libnrty. not Loy able to live iu sueh a
Peiscid atmosphore.amst take its light
T her cver o botter sand more Cngenl
i,

Slavery was atotlier tremendons i
- that brought and hastcued the ruin of
. Rowme
Shuery grdually expelied frec Inbor.
C it monopolised all demestic work. it
tilted the sl ael vook povsension of the
mechamical arb-. Al labons whether
dontestte. mochauical or sz oleead
Lad bieons servile and ignomuic
amed thire was no place for hve mean
wither as mechavies or agriculbirists
Neww thes roexult umst huve had norost
destruetive ulfeet on the walbeing of
thie state, for it produced sloth enerva
tion. and all the othor viees whick
wiforced idienesss  necesaurily  beget-
amongst the masses of free eitizens.
The Ror a anmies were un fonger re.
ermted frour the hasdy sons of toil wha
hitherto had made them invinable. they
wore now erowded with men who had
neither soul-stivriug ambitior nor love
of couutry, whilst the city itself was fili-
ed with idle classcs which had no aim,
uo nmbition m Iifc, and were always o
wmenace aud & douger to the govern.
went.

Slavery opened up in overy Roman
family an inexhaustible fountain of
moral corruption. Not merely did the
time, lnbor. strongth o 1 health of the
slave bulong tu his minster . not mercty
could the siave bo punished, tlogged and
and even cruafied, but the common
naturo of man was not recognized in
him, and even that iast stronghold of
the merat bemg, the sauctunry of con
science and of purity was recklesgly in-
vaded and violated. There was, accord-
ing to Ronin law and Romau custom,
no such thing as seduction aud uno
thing as outrage iu respect of walo or
emale slaves —In this respact, as woll
" asin overy other. thoy were the proy of

their aster - they wore at the mercy
of their masters unbridled passions and
! Insts, and history shudders as sho re-
| lates the slame g-’il degrading and de-
structiva iminoralities that wero the
result  We must draw o veil over thi-
part of the subject  Sufliee it to say
that the awful sin of the sodomy was
more widespread and as scarlot in s
enormity as it had been m the day
when God. in his omnipotent angor
#howered down firo and briinstone on
the guilty citics of the plain. Ono of
the eoffects of thin was the violation of
tho sauctity of the family, the disruption
of family ties, the destruction of family
life. Now tho family is foundation of
civil society and of the state, nnd what-
over tonds to break up tho favsily must
shake tho );illars of the statc and fear
down the wholo superstructuraof societ;
in whelming in ruin. But nol only dis
this tremendous ovil tend 1o destroy
family life and che sanctitics of homs,
but 1t ted i

digmty and becamo tho plaything and
tho slave of brutalized man,” When the
mother is degraded ard enslaved tho
child bes nohomesand protection Under
Roman law the child had no rights: it
was completoly at the morcy of the
fathor. Thousands of children woro
thrown aut on thestrects of the city and
into the fiolds and lanos of the country
to bo devoured by wild beasts or fo
porish bycold and hunger. Cruclty and
tyranny ruled supremo, might constitut-
ed right. uncontrolled despotism of the
strong over tho weak, of tho husbandover
the wifo, of the father overthe children,
of the master ovar the slavo, was the
rule and law. Their very holidays and
games which wore instituted to zecreate
and gratify the citizons and the mob,
were characterized by tho miost savage
cruelty and brutality. Tbe greatest de.
light, tho most heartfelt pleasuro of the
Roman citizons and popnlace, was to
witness the shedding of human vlood—
the wasto and destruction of humaa lifo.
There could have.beon no Roman holi-
day without the gladintorial games in
which hundred= o? human beings man-
gled and tore cach other other to deuth,
or wero worried and devonred by wild
beasts,to the dolight of assembled Rome.
l{yx:on, in his “Child Harold," thus
vividly pniuts the outrages inflicted
on humanity in tho persons of those
gladiators:

comfort and civil peaco far superior to |}

eyes aud within their grasp.  How could §
ti)x' tof]
Theo |
1 cities by degrees cameo tof]
cqual the colonies inrank and splendour

winning them to |
. howmage §
thom into one great common §

by the hearts aud hands of her myriad §

self with oll hor attributes of power, §

‘Fhns did Jtomo for centurics propagatc B
hersolf in Italy, Spain, Great Britain,
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and tho procrestion of children, and
therefore [eid fratricidsl hands on the
life of the empire itsclf. Romans refus-
ed to marry or to bo burthened with
childron, and to such an extent did this
frightful abuse prevail, that Augustus
snd his found it

sor tho protection and tho very existence
of the cmpire, topass a series of laws

C Sing o &
giving rowards and privileges to thoso
who had familics. and fining and consur-
ing celibacy aud punishing bachelors,
But all in vain. Even in tho time of
Augustus the number of unmarried
ciuzens of age far oxcoeded that of the
married. Romau families docresso in
number and the vory raco is threatoned
with oxtinction.

Thus tho virus of slavery poisoned
tho whole body politic and menaced it
with paralysis'and death, % stamped
all honest labor with infamy, .it
corrupted in its very sourco the socia
and political life of tho freo citizers
and by destroying tho general morality
it caused the frec population to docreaso
with a forcc and inomentum that no
romedial laws could prevent or stay.
Nor did the religious condition of tho
people offer any prospect of moral
roformation or recovery. A certain sort
of religion, it is true, oxisted and was

cultivated amoni; the musses, but it was
an empty sholl—a religion & mere




