IT R i Jo_um’m OF COMMBROB—FINANCE AND INSURANCE REVIEW.

gested by the Board of Trade of Milwaukee,
which urges the Chicago Board to enact that,
under certain specified conditions, a Milwaukee
Elevator receipt shall be a proper tender of
grain. We understand this Eroposiuon meets
with some favor amongst Chicago dealers,
thongh no action has yet - been taken, Closing
duily quotations in Chicago, April delivery, for

Ahe “week, are as follows: Friday, $1.24%;

Saturday, $1.22% ; Mondny, $1.213; Tuesday
$1.18; Wednesday, $1.19, and to-day, $1.215.
In coarse grains sales of Outs only are re-
ported at 3lc. to 32, Pease are nominnlly 77e.
to 78¢i; Corn, 68c. to T0c; Barley, bhc. to 65c 3
Rye, ;79¢. to 80c. Flour hasbeen dull beyond
precedent for an indefinite time past. ‘Theonly
salesreported are small lois of Spring Jixtra at
$5.90, Medium Bakers as $6.10 and $6.15, and a
few barrels of Usntmenl nt $4.60. The markets
is weak as well as sluggish; to-days quotations
will be found in fnll 10 our prices current,

Fisu —The market is nearly bare of herring,
green cod and mackerel, the last-named stock
being completely exhausted, and we withdraw
quotations. Fresh cod and haddock arein
good supply, and can be had at $3.75 per 100
Ibs., Fresh hecring are also in market at 70c,
per hundred. The proposed duty on canned
goods, 18c, per dozen, it i3 expected will have
the effect of excluding American canned sal-
mon, mackerel, lobsters, oysters, &ec.

Fruirs.~—The market is very quict and but
litile changed since last report. Apples are
quoted $3.00 per barrel for ordinary fruit, and
$4.00 for really fine. Oranges meet with a fair
inquiry at $6.50, and may be called fivm at that
figure. Lemons have goune out of market, the
final sales, ns we are informed, being at $13.
Malaga grapes are in very limited demaund ; price
unchanged. We have secn account sales of
fruit ex Covinthinn, auctivned in Liverpool on
the 23rd ult. Apples whick bad been carefully
repacked in this market, brought in the extreme
inatance as low as 7s. per barrel, and from that
figure upward, the average price of a consign-
ment of 227 barrels being 113. 6d. Deducting
58, treight and 1s. 6d. expenses, there remeing
6s. per barrel, or about $1.22 as the net pro-
ceeds of the apples after re-packing here. This
is, of. course, a partcularly unfortunate resuls,
with few, it any, parallels throughout the sea-
son, and is only to be taken as an indication of
the very serious uncertajnty which atteuds the
shipment of this fruit.  We are informed on the
other hand of returng of shipments of apples
Iately to band, showing $5 per barrel net at
this point. This we judge to be quite a8 ex-
treme & figure as the 7s. quoted above. Other
account sales by aunctivn in Liverpool on the
20th ult,, regarded us very favorable, do not
show more than $3.50 per barrel net on this
side.,

Gnrocenries.—The tariff guestion is about at
rest, with a show of only slight changes in gene-
ral groceries. A duty of Zc¢. the 1b. on canned
tomaloes gives strong protection to local pack-
ers. In sugars and molasses, the imposition of
duty on the Export Taxor other Governmentim-
post at ports of export will make an addition of
about . on Cuban and Porto Rico Sugars, but a
less amount on most British Possession products.
Molasses i3 about affected in the same degree
only. Sugars.—The advance in New York has
been presently arrested, though for the week the
advance bad been considerable there. With us

he advance since last. report i3 equal to dec. to
gc. Granulatedis 10c. to 103c.; Yellows, Tdc. to
93§; Barbedoes and Porto Ricos are T3c. to 8§c.
Xeus.—There is a fair amount of steadiness in
the market for Japans and China Green and
Black Teas. 264c. 1o 4lc¢. are the extremes for
Nagasaki Japans, and 293c. to 86c. for Yoko-
hamas. : Molusses.—Some advance has been
looked for on Baibadoes; say 34jc. to 39c.
Syrups inactive. . Coffees.~—Little doing on basis

_of former quotations.  fice —Some lots sold at

rather leas than ordinary quotations, which are

©4.25 to 34.50.  Spices.—With the exception of
continued firmness in pepper, aud some sules,
there is little to report in other spices. Fruits~—
Valentin Raising advanced about je. to dc. in
New York, We quote 7fc. to 84c. Malnga
Frait also firmer.

Hanrpwarg.—Perhaps the most notable fea-
ture in this market for the weclk is that price
lists ave unchanged. The trade must by this
time be so thoronghly nccustomed to advances
that the absence ot change should atunct spe-
cial interest just a3 a man sleeping near a mill
that runs all night will awake it it stop. The
tempered report as to enrrent business, which
we could not give last week, may now be tairly
preseated. A quieter feeling Wns supervened,
and nothing distinguishable from o normal
state of busiuess is now apparent,

Hopg.—Several small sales have been eflected
during the week, on private terms, all intima-
tion as to price being carefully withheld., The
stock in this market, which (if a lot he exeepted
held on American account) must be exceeding
small, is suid to be concentred in the pussession
of a single holder. This wonld natarally cou-
stitute the owner to some extent an arbiter as
10 price, and brewers or others with innnediate
requirements, sud having no other market open
to them, might find themselves compelled to
t'walk up to the captain’s office and settle,”
much as bears in grain and other stuft’ ave
oftentimes forced to doby the cornering cliques
on the Chicago Bonrd of Trade, with the difter-
ence, however, that the buyer for consumption
i, on a pinch, quite independent of the holder,
while & buyer tomeet a contract is under like
eircumstances absolutely at his merey, Ia the
absence of delinite information as “to actuanl
gnles it would be idle to attempt to give quota-
tions, and we are therefore constrained to with-
draw figures for the present and give only New
York quotations, which were reported on
Wednesdny as follows: State crop of’ 79 fancy,
33c. 1o 40¢. ; choice 35¢. to 37c.; good, 32¢. 1o
34¢. 5 low to fair, 28c. to 32¢, '

Hiprs.—The market is reported unchanged,
and it is so as to price, but leather men are
inclined to regard it as easier in feeling. It is
claimed that the extremely high prices which
ruted prior to last week throughout the season
compelied many tunners to buy less than
customarily, induced sume to curtail operations,
and led others to shut down entirely. These
causes of decreased demand, not tully felt
while the leather market was excited and con-
stantly advaucing,become more potent now that
renction s set in there, nud to this motive mey
be traced the recent concession of $1 and
the expectation expressed in different quarters
that there is more of the kind 10 follow. We
repeat former quotations : Green Butchers No.
1. §9; No. 2,38, and No: 3, $7; Sheepskins,
$1.25 to $1.50; Culfsking, 124¢. per lb.

LEATHER.~—In some quarters the market is re-
ported easier and cven hieavy, while in others no
change in this direction is admitted, and steadi-
ness is clnimed to be fairly maintained. Sales
of sole leather No. 2 have been made as low as
23c, and we hrear of one lot of 300 sides at that
price. This is suid to be an exceptional trans-
action in an undesirable lot and not a fuir
criterion of the market, We learn of no gpecific
sales of No. 1 but holders' views do not seem to
range above 26c¢., and it is bardly open to doubt
that & good buyer would meet with a supply in
any sized lot at that figure readily.  Still” we
deen it inexpedient to hurry a change of quota-
tivns, and therefore leave our list of prices cur-
rent as lust week.  In another week the eharac-
ter of the market will perhaps be meore clearly
delined, and a revision of prices meet with gene-
ral concurrence. Mennwhile it is fit to state
that, for sole leather especinlly, our inside
figures ave the sufer guide as 10 values. For
black leather we doubt i’ any change can fairly
be reported. A well favored buyer, after a
thorough canvass of the market, bought during
the week some hundreds of heavy uppers at

38)c. and 40c., figures that are easily within
our range of guotations.

Yave Srock.—The arrivals at Point St.
Charles for the week ending Monday last were
only 13 carlonds of beef cattle. Few cattle were
driven to Viger market, drovers finding rveady
sales al Point St. Charles, at from ¢ to dc¢
advance on last week's prices.  We note the
following sales: 6 cattle for $205, orat 4ic per
b, 5 2 dao. for §130; 4 do. $180; 3 do, for $100;
1 do. for &31; 4 do. for $190; 2 do for $85; 2
do. for $75; 3 do. $125; 7 do. ut S44 each, less
$2 on the lot ; 5 good beeves at S44 each, or nt
4jc per M., and 39 shipping cattle at $55 each,
or at 44c per b, Sheep were quoted ot from
$5.50 to $6, and Calves at from 52,50 to $6.50
ench. .

Losner.—Prices firm, demand good. Last
week manufacturers were afraid that their
operations were over in the wouds for the pre-
sent. owing to the soft weather, but this cold
spell has made excellent roads, and logging will
continue until sleighing breaks up.

Omns,—Have been rather quict, except Linsced
Qil, which is in good demand at unchanged
prices. Neval Stores.—Except in  turpentine
there is very little doing, this is quoted at 60,
to 624c. wine gal in brls, Painis are moving
preuty freely, and prices are unchanged, Kefined
Petroleum,~The syndicnte at meeting last Mou-
day did not make any change in price over last
quotations,  We reduce yuotations for coal oil
1c. to 1dc.

Provisions.— usfer—The inactive condition
o market last reported still holds. Grocers
are buying only n small percentage of their
customary requirements at this scason, and
even the lighy, well-distributed stock now in
market drags heavily, The tendency is un-
mistakably in the direction of weakuess, though
concessions will hardly be made to meet the
trifling  demand now witnessed. Our quotn-
tions, therefore, require no revision at present.
In other quarters the market has for some time
past been quoted rather above our figures, n
diversity of opinion which disappears in Intest
quotation lists, so that there is now substantial
uniformity in reports. We do not learn directly
of any demand outside of the locnl trade, but.
note reports of inquiry for. Bnglish and Lower
Ports nccount at prices guite below theviews of
holders, and not likely to lead to business.
We learn of the sale of 100 packages of town-
ships for shipment, good lot, at 18¢., cousidered
a bargain, but fairly indicative of the conces-
sion thal must be mede to induce purchases.
Cheese~The public cnble iz down to 70s., o
decline of 3s. for the week. Thig drop
may be taken to have more than ordinnry
significance in  view of the condition of
market in which it occurs, Holders have
been remarkably counfident throughout the:
winter, and with the progress of the season
and the steady absorption of stock at advane-
ing figures this confidence beeame stil more
pronounced, and 80s. was talked of almost as
an accomplished fact. The demand for con-
sumption, it was said, would not be materially
aftected this side of 80s., and in any case stocks
were 50 light that & largely curtailed dematud
would still absorb the entire supply priorto the
marketing of new makes. All this mmy yet
prove true, but the present course of the Bng
lish market does not point that way. OQu the
contrary it looks as though the contingency of
an abrupt cessation of demand in consequence
of price, a possibility not at any time lost sight
of by disinterested observers of the course of
the market, had supervened ‘at the eleventh
hour, yet not too late to affect the issue of tinal
shipments from this port. It will be curious to
note now that the rise hias been checked,
undoubtedly through diminished constmption,
at what point the tende will be satisfied with
concessions and rendy to enter the market
again. The general revival of business and
improved circumstances of the English Iaborer.



