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EDUCATIONAL SPEECHES BY DISTINGUISHED MEN
, IN ENGLAND.*
1. Sir GeorGe GrEY, BarT.,, M.P.,
Late Secretary of State for the Colonial (1852-1855) and
Home (1855-1858) Departments. :

NO IMPROVEMENT CAN TAKE PLACE IN THE MORAL AND

SOCIAL CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE WITHOUT INTELLECTUAL
CULTURE AND RELAXATION.

In his speech at the meeting of the Northern Association of
Mechanies’ Institutes, held in Alnwick, in September, 1858,
8ir George Grey remarked as follows :—There is one thing
which I should not fail to mention as a subject of congratula-
tion, namely, that in the age in which we live, it is useless
and superfluous to dwell upon the advantages of the diffusion
of education and of knowledge. The time is happily gone by
when,’ to uge the language of a_great writer, * The arrogance
°f~'leafhing can condemn to ignorance the great body of the
people.”” "(Applause.) The time is happily gone by, too, I
may add, when the fears or apprehensions of one class of
society can stand in’ the way or raise a barrier against the
enlightenment and education of the great body of another.
(Loud applause.) It is now universally admitted that know-
ledge is a blessing ; and the only question which is discussed,
the only thing upon which debates and difference of opinion

arise, is a8 to the best means of effecting an object, the value of
which all concur in, and of promoting as widely as possible the
blessings of education and of knowledge. (Continued applause.)
I believe there is nothing more true than a sentence which I
find in an appeal lately issued by the council of this association
in behalf of their itinerating libraries—namely, that it is in vain
to expect any marked improvement in the moral and social
condition of the people, without affording them the means of
intellectual culture and relaxation. (Loud applause.) And 1
am bound to say that I also most cordially concur in the view
in a passage from the report, in which it was stated that the
object was the withdrawing men from the tavern and the ale-
house, which will:be frequented, whatever prohibitory laws you
pass (applause), whatever restraints you attempt to impose,—
80 long as the tavern and the alehouse are the only resource
which the many bave, and where they. find social relaxation and
intercourse. ‘¥ smy F-cummot +bue-agred’ in’ the opinion 'so ex-
pressed, that the best way to counteract that evil influence
which we all so much deplore, but which I hope is losing its
weight and diminishing in this country, is by establishing some-
thing which will be attractive to the people, and which, while
it will amuse and interest them, will also elevate and improve
them. (Loud applause.) It is truly said, therefore, I think,
that the best mode of proceedirig is to establish a reading room,
wherever a reading room can be established, accessible to the
public, comfortably lighted, and with other requisites which are
necessary in order to make it attractive ; and by so doing you
present to them, as reasonable beings, as beings accountable not
only to the laws of their country, but accountable to God, you
place before them enjoyments and objects of interest which,
when once appreciated, will withdraw them from those debasing
pleasures in which so many, in the absence of other objects of
interest, are disposed to indulge. Speaking of the evil effects
of intemperance, I may just advert here to some very excellent
friends of my own in this county, with whom I have had muych
intercourse on the subject, but who certainly go further in some
of their views than I can go with them, because I think it is
not by prohibitory laws so much as it is by Presenting counter
attractions that you can successfully encounter and defeat the
monster evil of intemperance.* (Loud applause.) I was struck
the other day, in reading one of the works of that lamented
man, Hugh Miller, whose writings I have no doubt most of you
are acquainted with, with the passage in which he records some

w‘lnour next number we propose to give extracts from ppeeches agd
lm;hrqulic men in Canada. '
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* For the remarks of Chief Justice 8ir John B. Robinson, on this sab-
jeot, see page 80. : : ’



