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Nnnd to iiftcon tliounnnd per annum, at a

flftily oxpenso of from J 150 to 1^175, ex-

clusive of stock uHod. Durinij thofinan-

t'inl orlsis of 18r)7, the factory was burned

ilowii and rebuilt in ninety days—an ox-

ample of energy rarely seen save in tbe

West. A market for tlioir plows is

found ill all piU'ts of the West, inolu-

(linej Texas and California; and tbe sitn-

ntion of tbe town, on Hock lliver, aflbrds

rxeellent facilities fttr sbipment.

Tbo (Hipsn/, tbe lirst steamboat on Rock

lliver, made a trip up tbe river in April,

IS;{S. In ISU, tbe LhjhU'r went up tbe

river to Janesville. iSbe made two or

tbree trips, earryinuj freij^bt mostly. So-

lon CnniiMs loaded ber once or twice at

(irand Detour, witb flour. Sbc brou<!;bt
. . .

i>'oods and groceries from St. jjouis.

Some seven or eiirbt years ago,a scbooner

built at Kisbwaukee,ran down tbe river and

cut all tbe ferry ropes. Tbe master was

prosecuted at Ryron, (Irand Detour and

Dixon, but defeated bis prosecutors on

tlio ij- unid tbat Itock River was a navi-

gable stream.

(rrantl Detour is admirably situated as

a manufacturing point. Its water power,

wbiob bas bardly begun to be developed,

is one of tbe bost in tbe State. Rock

Kiver affords excellent facilities for ship-

ping manufactured fabrics to all parts of

the West and Southwest, while, being

»nly four miles from Nachusa Station, on

the Dixon Air Line Railroad, shipments

for the East are readily made. The

steamer Rockford is expected to nmke

regular trips between Dixon and Rock-

ford during the coming season. As the

»»onBtry fills up, we expect to see Grand

Detour growing in size and importance

until it obtains even » wider reputation

than at present.

.\t an early day, Samuel M. Hitt and

Nathaniel Swingley, from IMaryland,

claimed large traetv of land in tbe vici-

nity of tbe present town of Mt. Morri.s.

They were both men of promiiience and

inflnentu', and by tbeir representations

soon induced a large lunnber of IMary-

lander.s to settle around them. They

were not without tbeir claim dilliculties,

however, and prominent among their

'Migbting men" was one iDavid Worden,

a brawny New-Yorker, who was always on

band at any claim tight, lie generally

managed to remove the ''jumpers" with-

out resort to violent means; but if tbe

latter became necessary, bo was certain

to carry his point. Worden is said to

have been a great lover of fair play; and

wluMi any poor man in this section bad

bad his claim jumped by an interloper,

Worden made it a point of honor to re-

ujove the trespasser—peaceably if he

could, but it must be done at any rate.

In the spring of 1830, Rev. L. S.

dark, Roreau and John Clark, a

committee appointed by tbe Illinois Con-

ference of the M. E. Church, located the

Rock River Seminary at Mt. Morris.

The citizens of the vicinity contributed

$10,000 in money and four hundred

and eighty acres of land in order to secure

the location of the Seminary in their midst.

The contract for erecting the building

was taken by J. R. Me(^oy, and on the

4th of July, 1889, the corner stone wag

laid. Dr. J. J. Beatty was Marshal of

the day, and Rev. Alexander Irvine anti
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