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inlinbitf'd by a sturdy Diitrli yeomanry, and is tlie agricultural

nioil'cr oi" ('atskill, Sau<Tortics and Kinjiston. 'J'iio u|)land on

tli(3 west for al)out forty miles is ruirtred, dreary and thinly set-

tled, hut tlic \vindin<r valley of Schoharie beyond is possessed

oi" many charms peculiarly American. The mountains them-

selves are covered with dense forests aboundinir in dill's and

wateiTalls, and for the most part untrodden by the footsteps

of man. liookin*: at them from the Hudson, the eye is at-

tr;.v't( (1 hy two deep hollows, which are called "Cloves."

'J'iie one nearest to the Mountain House, Kauterskill Clove,

is (lisiihjfuished for a remarkable fall, which lias been made

fairiiliar lo the world by the pen of iJryant and the pencil of

Cole; but this (Jlove is raj)i(lly fdlini^ up with human habita-

tions ; while the other, Plauterkill Clove, thouL''h yet possess-

ing much of its orijjinal glory, is certain of the same destiny.

The irorjje whence issues the Esopus, is among the Shanda-

ken mountains, and not visible from the Hudson.

My nominal residence, at the present time, is at the moutli

of JMauterkill Clove. To the west, and only half a mile

from my abode, are the beautiful mountains, whose outlines

fade away to the north, like the waves of the sea when

coveretl with a visible atmosphere. The nearest, and to me
the most beloved of these, is called South l^eak. It is nearly

four thousand feet high, and covered from base to summit

with one vast forest of trees, varying from eighty to an hun-

drt^l feet in height. Like its brethren, U is a wild and unculti-

vated wilderness, abounding in all the interesting features of

mountain scenery. Like a corner-stone, does it stand at the

junctiMii ol" the northern and western ranges of the Catskills
;

and as its huge form looms against the evening sky, it inspires

one Mith awe, as ii' it were the ruler of the world:— yet I

Jiave learned to love it as a friend. 1 have pondered upon

its impressive features when reposing in the noontide sun-

shine, when enveloped in clouds, when holding communion
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