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wereeivmgfuch repeated and ftrong Affurances to his

Maiefty's Ambaffador, the People ih London begin to

pubhlh, thai a Rupture was refoWcd on, and tttot Admi-

fal Bofcawen, who had juft fet Sail, had Orders to attack

the French Veflcls wherever he fhould Hnd their. No

longer did they aflign the pretended Encroachments of

France as Motives of the VVar, but the Neccffity therii

was to embrace this Opportunity to rum her Conimftce,

and to put it out of her Power to rc-eftabl.m her Manpe.

Thefe Reports wcrefo current and unitorm, that the

Duke de Mirepoix, thought it his Duty to inform his

Court thereof : Which he did, notwithftanding the moft

formal and repeated AfluranceS, which the Minifters of

Great-Britain gave him of theit pacific Intentions. They
|

told him again and again, that he ought to give no Crc

dit, eitherTo common Reports, or to the public News-

papers. Nay, thefe Minifters went even farther : The

Dulce de Mirepoix, having about the latter End f fpr'fy
\

Ihewed fome Uneafinefs about the Deftination of Admi-

ral Bofcawen*s Fleet, and the Orders that were given him,

• they pofitively afTurcd him, that the Engltjh would cer-

tainly not attack firft.

Confidering the Confidence due to fo many Appearan-

ces of Sincerity, it is no Wonder that g:^»« tl^o^ghtthc

Negotiation ought to be continued. The Enghjh Mmi-\

ftert had never made a Propofal, but at the fame Time,

they gavefufficient Room to belicvcihat it was not their
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laft : Therefore, on the 12th of May, the Dukc^^ A*H

repoix fent them a Memorial, much more regular than the

former II, and in which the Rights and Interefts of both

Nations were examined, with Relation to Articles of a

preliminary Agreement, in which they couU not yet
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The £»p///Zr Miniftry made him wait an Anfwer, till

the End of M^^, and fome Days in June: On the 7th

tliev fcpt it. Now if any one will reflca:, that on the 8 th

Admiral P^jcawen gave the Signal of an open Rupture

by Sea, h.: muft be convinced, that the Delay ot that An-
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