
NARRATIVE OK A UEFIJOEE SLAVE.
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slaves were compelled to get by extra work, or do
without.

The supply of food given out to the slaves, was, one
peck of corn a week, or some equivalent, and nothini^

besides. They must grind therr own corn, alter the

work of the day was performed, at a mill which stood

on the plantation. We had to eat our coarse bread
without meat, or butter, or milk. Severe lal)our alone

gave us an appetite for our scanty and unpalatable

fare. Many of tlie slaves were so hungry after their

exc(;ssive toil, that they were compelled to steal food

in addition to this allowance.

During the planting and harvest season, we liad to

work early and late. The men and women were call-

ed at three o'clock in the morning, and were worked
on the plantation lill it was dark at night. After tliat

they must prepare their food for supper and for the

breakfast of the next day, and attend to other duties

of their own dear homes. Parents would often have
to work for their children at home, after each day's

protracted toil, till the middle of the night, and then

snatch a few hours' sleep, to get strength for the heavy
burdens of the next day.

In the month of November, and througli the winter
season, the men and women worked in the fields, clear-

ing up new land, chopping and burning bushes, burn-

ing tar kilns, and digging ditciies. They worked to-

gether, poorly clad, and suffering from the bitter cold

and wet of those winter montlis. Women, wives and
mothers, daughters and sisters, on that plantation,

were compelled to toil on cold, stormy days in the

open field, while the piercing wind and driving storm

benumbed their limbs, and almost froze the tears that

came forth out of their cold and desolate hearts.

Little boys, and girls, too, worked and cried, toting

brush to the fires, husking the corn, watching the

stock, and running on errands for master and mistress,

for their three sons, Enoch, Edward and John, and
constantly receiving from them scoldings and beatings

as their reward.

Thus passed nine years of my life
;
years of suffer-


