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GENERAL DESCRIPTIONor AMERICA.

T HIS vaft track, frequently denominated the New
World, extends from latitude 78 degrees north,
to latitude 6 degrees fouth,. that is 134 deurees,
which, taken in a ftrait line,.amounts to 8040 miles in
Jength. Its breadth is various, being, in fome places,
4690 milgs, and in others not above 60 or 70. It
forms a part of both hemifpheres, and boafts all the |
different climates of the earth. Itis bounded on the
north by unknown lands, on the fouth by the Southern
Ocean, on the eaft-hy the Atlantic Ocean, and on the
weft by the Grpat Pucific Ocean. By means of thele
feas W carries of a direct commerce with the other three
parts of the wofld, i
America, gekerally confidered, confifts of two exten-
five continents, \joined together by a marrow neck of
Jand, called the Ifthmus of Darien, and diftinguithed
by the appellations ot North and Scuth. A great va-
riety of iflands are feattered on both fides of America,
Several on the north-weft coait were difcovered by
Captain Cook. On a large gulph, formed by the coafts
of the northern and fouthern continents, an | thole of
the 1ithmus of Darien, lie a multitude of iflands, many
of them large, and moft of them § rtile. They are
called the Weft Indies, and wili, as well as all the reft,
be defcribed in their proper order. -
Though America 1s not, In gc_ncrai, a mountain-
ous country, it has the greateft mouhtainsin the world.
In South America the Andes run from north to fouth
along the coalt of the Pacific Ocean. They extend

diamonds, pearls, emc ralds, amethyfts, and other
valuable ftones. To thefe may beadded a great num-
ber of other commaodities, which, though of lefs price,
are of much greater ufe. .
Sheep, goats, cows, affes, and horfes, were not
found here.upon the firft landing of the Europeans, but
having been brought in plenty, increafed fo faft in fer-
tile paftures, as to afford an ample fupply. .
Here is a vaft variety of birds, furpafling all that
are' to be founid in any other part of the world, for
beauty, fhape, and colour, Which will be defcribed in
their proper places.
The feas, lakes, and rivers, abound with the greateft
plenty and variety of fifh. .
Before the arrival of the Europeans; the natives of
America had arts of their own. They had fome notion
of painting, and alflo formed pictures by the Beautiful
arrapgements of feathers of all colours; and/in fome
parts erected ftately buildings. Though the gfe of iron
was unknown, they polifhed precious ftones, cut down
trees, and made not only {mall canoes, but boats of
confiderable bulk. Their hatchets were headed with
a fharp flint; and of flints they made knives. Thus
at the arrival of the Luropeans, they prefented a lively
picture of the ftate of mankind in the carlic{tages.
America is chiefly divided between the Spanith, Enz-
lith, Portuguefe, and the United States.  The French
and Dutch have, indeed, fettlements in South Ame-
rica, called Guiana and Surinam, but thefe arc of little

from the Ifthmus of Daricn to the Straits of Magcllan,
divide the fouthern parts of Amcrica, gnd run a length
of betweeen 4 and gooo Englith miles. In North
America are feveral lofty and ex enfive chains, the
prl.u‘\p:ll of 'which arc called the Algennay or Apala-
chian mountains,

North America is watered by many rivers, the moft
remarkable of which will be defcribed in their refpec-
tive provinces. The river Miflilippi, rifing from un-
known fources, runs a prodigious courfe from north to
fouth. There are five great lakes, which, communi-
cating with cach other, afford a moft advantageous in-
1ct for commerce. Many parts are, indecd, fo inter-
fected with navigable rivers and crecks, that numbers
of planters may be faid to have each an harbour at his
own door.

South America has three of the largeft rivers in the
| ‘world, the river of the Amazons, the river Plata, and
| the river Oroonoko.

A tountry of fuch prodigious cxtent as
| “each fide of the equator, muft neceflartly -have a variety
| of foils as well as climates.

| It is very remarkable ¢Hat the climates of North
| America are colder, by many degrees, than any of
| the countyies in the fame latitude in Europe, Thus
| New Britain, which is nearly in the fame latitude with

Great Britain, is almoft infufferably cold to an Luro-

an. The greateft part of the frozen country of New-
gfundhnd, the Bay of St. Laurence, and Capé Breton,
lic oppofite to thecoaft of France. Nova Scotia and
New England are in the fame latitude as the Bay of
Bifcay. %cw York and Pennfylvania lie oppofite to
Spain and Portugal. Hence the coldeft winds of North
America blow from the forth and the weft, as they do
here from the north and eaft. .

If we except the moft northern and fouthern parts,
which are naturally cold and barren, the reft produce,
in abundance, moft of the metals, minerals, plants,
fruits, trees, and woods, to be met with in the other
parts of the world, and fome of them in greater quanti-
ties, and higher perfection. America alfo produces

America on

importance. They have alfo colonies in North America,
The Indians are in quiet pofietfion of many large inland
tracks. ‘The Spaniards, who difcovered the Néw
World, ftill enjoy the largeft and richeft portion of it

| and thence draw immenfe wealth,

Next to Spain, the moft confiderable proprietor of
America was Great Britain, which derived a claim to
North America from the firft difcovery ot that conti-
nent by Scbaftian Cabor, in the name of Henry VIL
| about fix years afier the difcovery of South America by
| Columbus, in the name of the king of Spain. This
| northern country was, in general, called Newfound-
' land, a name now appropriated folely to an ifland upon
its coaft. It was a long time before any attempt was
| made to fettle a colony.in it. Sir Walter Raleigh, of
l refpectable memory, firft thewed the-way, by fixing the
Enghfh flandard in that part whichthe called Virginis,
in honour of his royal miftrefs Queen Eiizabeth.

The Britifh natton had, at an immenfe expence,
and with the lofs of thoufands of gallant fubjeéts, pre-
| ferved, fecured, and extended its colonies fo far, as
| yender it difficult to afcertain the precife bounds of its
% empire in North America, te the northern and weftern

fides : But, alas; thefe flattering profpects have been
| annihilated by a moft unhappy conteft between the
| mother. country and the colonies, which, after a con-
‘ tinuance of cight years, at great expence of blood and
| treafure, terminated in the eftablithment of 3 new re-
public, ftiled, ¢ The Thirteen United Seates of Ame-
rica.”

We propofe to divide the New World into three
parts:

1. NORTH AMERICA, prefixing to our actount
fuch parts, continental, infular, &c. as have been dif
covered, vifited, or defcribed, by Caplain Cook,

1. WEST INDIAN and AMERICAN
ISLANDS. ’

I, SOUTH AMERICA,
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