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harbour. I have in my tand a report of the
Harbour Commissionors which shows th--
chairgo for the interest upen that $3,0000
bas been paid te the City of Saint John.

J notice from the press that negorictions
are geog on at the prc sent time wirh regard
te the doeponing cf the St. Lawrenee wator-
way. That is a big question, and I do net
intend te de more et proscnt rhan discuas fi
briofly, and only in se far as ià relates te the
port of Saint John, My nnderstcnding et the
mattor is that fromi the Unit cd States' point
cf view the main objeot of that great worlc,
wtich prebcbly ivili ho undortakon wittin a
roasonably short trne, is te previde a cteap)
ourlet fer the Middlc West down through
Canadian territery by water during the
summer or the peried cf navigation. In other
werds, they want and probcbly will estab-
lish a neutral zone ttrouga which ttey eau
ship their goods chcaply from flic Middle
West te the Atlantic ocoan. If such a sum-
mer outlot is important te the United Statcs,
why is it net cquclly imiportant that Canada
should have an eutiet in the, wintcr, whcn
tho St. Lawrcnce is frozen ov~er?

J wondc r toxa înany people in this part cf
ttc ccuutrv wlho like a ,goodTJohn Collins know
rhat if thex irnport gin and it arrivcs at Saint
John it canner lie shippcd direct frcm there
ovcr the Canadian Parifie Railwav without
going thromîgh a narrow ncck cf land that
was ce(cd te the tUnired States by the Ast-
burton Trccty. Hew -man-y honoýurable mcm-
bers are aw arc tînt if tcy wore travelling
from Saint John te Ottcwa, for example, part
cf their train would te scaled up on recching
Vancehore, Maine, cnd kept scaicd unitil re-
arrix aI cf the Cainadian Ibcundcry? Any
pcrsen xvto cats c'a the dining car while that
craie! N on Arnerican tcrritory bias te pay a
cbîty on bis mccl te the United States Gev-
eronent. rrebo hggcge cf a porson wbo is
travelling froin Mentr-cal te Saint John is
likely te ho inspeted whcn thc train cross
the border. During part cf the w ar a soldier
travelling te or fromn Sainit John ovor this
lino bcad te bide biis unifurm mnder tho seat
wbilc ýho passod tbrcugh the American zone.

I have a suggestion te make. I prosumne
that if thetc ngotiatiens now tnder way for
the dovelopment cf thc St. Lawrence river are
ccmplotod, thoro avilI te a troaty or agroeement
betwcen this country and ttc United States.
If a neutral zone is estahlisbed for an American
sommer route tbrough tte St. Lawrence, why
sbuil;d net c noutral zone for Canada te pro-
vidcd througt ttc Stateocf Maine te, the
port cf Saint John in the wintcr trne?

Hon. Mr. COPP: Hoar, tea.r.
Hon. Mr. POSTER.

Hon. Mr. FOSTER: I urge that that sug-
gestion ho takon iutocornsiderarien hy ttc
Govr crnent cf or couutry w hon ttc agree-
ment or tratyý, is mnder consdoratien.

Hencurablo mcuihcrs are aw are that frcm
tirne to tirnr disciussinn arise s on nîc .systemn
cf rnan.aging hiarbeurs ha' local commissions.
It bas been statcd ýthat ttc poýlicy cif ttc
prcs..nt Cecrnmcnt is ce ceeîtralize the mac-
agenmont hy rtc appeictmet of one com-
mission fer cil hiacheurs, or te bavec ttc ad-
niistratien donc hy a fcd ý(ral dc.pcrtmcnt.
As eue wte bias bcd soeecxp.cricncc, I cru
fccccpd te ttc conclusion thar ttc prescnt
sy stc in, nctwittstînding its wc akne,,ss, is
about tlic t st that lias a et boon dcviscd.
One cf irs ctrawtacks Ns tînt pelitirs is hciînd
te croc p in te somc exteot. But that is nct
ailwavs the tault cf thc cornni-.ien. Pcirbaps
I shorild net scy se, but I ttink I xvas fairly
sucecssful in kcoping the Saint John Cccx-
mnission froce cf pelitirs. In cny ovent, pelitical
influece uŽuclly is net Uhc fauît ef thc comn-
nmission; mc N due te local pelirical erganîza-
tiens foiring thoir a icws upon the ehairnian
and membors cf ttc commission and cften
sueeding in hiaving their -way. On thc etter
hanci, ttche rscn cf stci lias mnie te cemmcnd
iË. l'or one thing. a local ciîymnissio censiders
if a miattr o f pride te build up thc business cf
ttc hacheuir in cempetitien w ifl fort igo pcrt's.
It is fanîiliar witt conditions, in a wcv that
a ceofralîzod bodly coulýd net te, ccd it will
fix tolls that arc cciculafed te attraet business,
it wili carry on a good cdvectising campaigo,
cnd de evorytting possible ýte mako ttc bac-
heur attractive te stiipping. Tte cf us~ whe
uvece privilcgcd te vicav ttc port of Mentroal,
'ut tîme invitation c-f an tcneîîrablc mecrbor cf
this Huse, rnust have toto imprescd by the
great work that bias been cci'ritd on thore by
ttc siiceessivo hacheur commisions. It wcs
ebvieus thaf a grecat ainucit cf koowledgo,
study and timec bcd teen cxpendod te bring
ttat vast undcrtaking te its prosont state of
effiruirce;.

I should likoe te make one or two obser-
vations by way cf shcwing that the barbons
Commission cf Saint John, as n local body,
tias justiflcd itsolf. One cf the duties cf
bartour commis.sioners is te study cil the
movomonts cf trathec in tte country, tearing
in mind that thc sueccass cf thc port depends
upon thc business that is movcd througb it.
Wbon mck-ing suet a sfudy I found nothing
more bolpful th-an the report made in 1922 by
a cemmittee cf this honoucable body, whîch
invostigcted ttc question cf the diversion cf
Canadian traffle tbrougb Canadian Atlantic
ports. That eommittee' made tbree reccm-


