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blundered In England. Perhaps tbey blun-
dered ail the time.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Tbat Is a very strong
word te use. My bon. friend will net say
that Great Britain was net getting the benie-
fit of tbe preference frorn the very beglu-
ningi

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-Yes, but other
countries were gettiug It.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-We ceuld not belp that
until tbey denounced the treaty.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-We fire beglnning
te get a little rusty In the bistory of this
question, but my bon. friend belps me eut
arnazingiy. He reminds me of tbe fact
that for a considerable period bis govern-
ment coilected duties agninst Belgium and
Gerniany, which they bnd afterwards te
refund te the Importers.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Tbey were aliewed In
corne In until tbe treaty was denouuced ami
that forced tbe band et the British govern-
ment.

Hon. MINr. FERGUSON-Until Chamberlain
put themn right.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-The bon. gentleman is
altogether wrong.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I know that I arn
flot Wrong. Wbhen tbey passed their reci-
procal tariff se called, their customs officers
biere acted upon it as applying te all coun-
tries wbose tariff was as 10w, or lewer than
the tariff ef Canada.

Hen. Mr. SCOTT-Yes, the bon. gentle-
man Is rigbit there.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-Tbey collected
duties on German and Belgian goods, wbich
they bad afterwards to refund.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-We knew from the
beginning that Gerrnauy nnd Belgium were
entitled te the same benefit as England, and
that Is the only way we could force tbe
hand ef the Britishi government.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-M-%y bon. friend
bas d!eased. te surprise me when be makes
that staternent.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I am familiar witb it.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-Because be mnust
remember flot ouly did they net know that,
but they acted on exnctly opposite lines.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON.

When Sir Charles Tupper pointed out that
tiiey had flot the power to exelude Germany
and Belgium the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, Sir Louis Davies, said that flot a
fiftb rate lawyer in that House would be
found to take that position, and the Minister
of Marine and Fisb&ies, representing the
government of Canada, went before the
Privy Council of Great Britain to contend
that tbeir tariff was ail right, and that they
could still continue ta enforce that tariff
against Germany and Belgiurn, notwith-
standing tbe treaties. My hon. friend
shiakes bis bead. Is It possible that my bon.
frjend will undertake before hon. gentlemen
In this House to deny that this was the
position tbey took ?

Hlon. Mr. SCOTT-I say that we were
perfectly conscious ef the existence of the
two treaties, and knew that Germany and
Bieliuni were entitled to any advantages
that the mother country enjoyed In the
colonies. We resisted that Interpretation,
we did ail we could to eaU public attention
te It, and it was the enly way we couici
accornplislb our object of having the treaties
denounced.

Hlon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Tb'.le
bon, gentleman denied positively that It was
an Interference In any way with those
treaties.

Hlon. Mr. FERGUSON-Yes emphatically,
and not only did thebon. gentleman and bis
friends makre these statements In parliament
and betore the country but tbey carried
them before the Privy Council of England
and the Privy Council declared that they
were entirely wrong. As I have remarked, I
did not intend to takie any part In the discus-
sion cf the Address, because very rnany of the
clauses are net controversial. That I freely
admit. They are far from centreversial.
They are clauses In whicb we ail very
heartily agree and there are very few of
its clauses, therefere, te whIch I wish te
refer. The speech as a whele les about
as commonplace as the observations we
pass te, each other about the state of the
weather, but there is just one point ln the
speech whicb certainiy Is e *xtremely cou-
troversial If you can describe a statement
sucb as that with regard te the census as
being open te any controversy. That Is
where the mrnlsters ef His Excellency the


