3258
Motions for Papers

Commerce, the Minister of Mines and Technical
Surveys, or any official of either of their depart-
ments, or by any one on their respective behalf,
of any discussion or discussions with Mr. Frank
McMahon, connected with or relative to any offer
by him and his associates to build or construct a
gas pipe line between the Alberta-Saskatchewan
boundary and eastern Canada.

Right Hon. C. D. Howe (Minister of Trade
and Commerce): Mr. Speaker, I must take
exception to this motion concerning memo-
randa of telephone conversations. I have had
a good many telephone conversations in my
life, and I have never made a memorandum
of any of them. This is a declaration that a
minister of the crown cannot talk on the
telephone or talk with anyone without tabling
a memorandum of the conversation. I think
that is going far beyond the purpose of mo-
tions for the production of papers. If there
is a document which has been received from
anyone outside of my own staff I will be
only too pleased to table it, but when it
comes to tabling memoranda of talks with
persons or telephone conversations I must
take exception.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. member wish
me to ask for the yeas and nays?

Hon. George A. Drew (Leader of the
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, before the question
is put and since there is a Hansard record
it might be well to point out that there is no
mention here of telephone conversations.

Mr. Fuliton: Have there been any?

Mr. Drew: This injection of a statement
by the Minister of Trade and Commerce
which seeks to create an entirely different
situation than is in fact created by the ques-
tion itself is something which I regret to
say occurs too often. I am making this state-
ment for the purpose of keeping the record
clear that the question simply asks for any
memoranda that were made. The observa-
tions made by the minister in regard to tele-
phone conversations have no relation what-
ever to this question.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. member wish
me to ask for the yeas and nays?

Mr. Diefenbaker: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: Those in favour of this motion
will please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: Those opposed to this motion
will please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker:
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.

[Mr. Diefenbaker.]

In my opinion the nays
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