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this would have been provided for, but the
niatter did flot; corne to niy attention in
tirne. My hon. friend has raised this
point, but I intended to deal with it when
we carne to it, and inforrn the cornrititee,
so that we rnay not be accused of unfair-
ness. In rny estirnation it should have ap-
peared here, and we should have shown the
increase in these general estirnates. 1
shall be prepared to give an explanation
of the rnatter. We shall require prac-
tically the sanie surn for educational pur-
poses as last year.

Mr. MEIGHEN: The Governrnent's pro-
clairned policy of retrenchrnent has been
changed into a policy of increased esti-
mates, with explanations.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I scarcely
think that that complexion should be
placed upon the rnatter. I have been frank
with the cornrittee, and I have stated
what I would have done if I had known
the situation. I have no desire that the
estirnates shall be rnis'leading to the corn-
rnittee. That is -the last thing in xny mind.
If it is objectionable to have this in-
crease in the expenditure, we will have to
discuss it frorn that standpoint, and give
the explanation as te why these iterns ap-
pear. I have mentioned as to the item of
$9,300 in the general expenses, and the
rno I have in regard to that is-
0f this Increase $3,800 Is requirefi ta meet

Increases In salaries which may be granted
under the Civil service Act and the balance,
viz. $6.000 ls required to replace the steamboat
formerly In use by the Indian Agent at Kenora,
Ont., on the lake of the Woods for rnany years,
but now no longer serviceable and unfLit for
further use. As the several reserves In this
agency can only be reached by water, it la
necessary for the Indian Agent to be provlded
with a suiliable boat. Tenders for the con-
struction of a gasoline launch. are belng In-
vitefi and the coet estlmated at $5,000. A boat
house will also be required at an estlrnated cost
of $1.000.

I do not; know anything about that
matter, except the fact that the officiais
are asking for it and the necessity appears
te, be great.

Mr. ETHIER: While we are dealing with
this item I desire te cali attention of the
minister to, the conditions at the Indian
Reserve et Oka in the county ef Two
Mountains. An Indien Agent hes been
eppointed there to attend to the business
of the Ind.iens. His name is Mr. Bertrand.
He bas been there for some time. There
are complaints against hlm because h. doeu
not; speak the language of the Indians. I
do not; know whether he can even speek Eng-

lish. Thiat reserve is cornposed of Iroquois,
Algonquins and a few Hurons. The Indians
sent a deputation to Ottawa a short tirne
ago, asking for the appointrnent of an
agent whom they rnight. understand and
by whorn they inight be understood. I pre-
sented the matter te, the departrnent, bef ore
the hon. minister took office, and nothing
was done. With the perrnission of thE
House, I read a letter .which I received
frorn the chiefs of the Reserve:

OKA, QUE., April 25, 1922
Mr. J. A. C. ETHIER, M.P,

Ottawa, Ont.
Dear Slr,-As chiefs of tîhe Oka band of

Iroquois Indians, we beg ta ask your assistance
in bringing the dlaims of Mr. Joseph Perillard
to the oilice of Indian Agent at Oka, Que., be-
fore ýthe Civil Service Commission at Ottawa.

I thought it was proper to bring this
matter before the House directly.

His qualification for the said office ls un-
questionable. He has served in that capacity in
the past wlth satisfaction. His knowledge of the
language of the Indiana fIts hlm for the office.

I would say that I know personally that
Mr. Perillard speaks Iroquois, Huron,
Algonquin and French perfectly.

Mr. JACOBS: How can the hon. gen-
tlemnan sey he speaks those languages per-
fectly?

Mr. ETHIER: I do not know that he
speaks thern perfectly, but I heard hlm
in court when he acted as translator when
sorne of the Indiens frorn the Iroquois were
brought before the court at Ste. Scholesti-
que, district of Terrebonne. He acted as
the officiai translater of the Iroquois Ian-
guage. He bas been there ten or fifteen
years as Indien Agent. He was there be-
fore 1911.

Tou would do us great service In pressing
his dlaima. Mr. Bertrand La reaily not fit for the
position, because he is utterly Ignorant of the
Indian language, anod beoause he is not under-
stood by the Indians, owing to his impediment
of speech. Moreover, being engaged in business
whioh Is his first consideration, he ls at a dlsad-
vantage to arbitrate difficeilties between Indiana
fer fear of antagonlzlng the goodwlll of the
people and thereby lose trade. 0f course we do
not wlsh to go lnto details of Mr. Bertrand's
unfitness. We think we have polnted out clearly
why we thinit Mr. Perillard's appoîntznent would
be for tihe good of ail concerned.

We trust you wlll do ail you cen to further
the interests of our people.

We remain, yours respectfully,
Chief NOAR CoREzNTHU,
Chief PvTRa ANGuS.

Representations in regard te this met-
ter have been made te the depertment by
the band. Their representetives have been
in Ottawa. These Indians have an agent
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