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,only that, Sir, but the constituencies of
Glengarry and Stormont, North Ontario
and Assiniboia were without representation
for three entire sessions. I have here the
dates at which several vacancies occurred
and the by-eleotions took place. Glen-
garry and Stormont was vacated on April
13, 1918, and the by-election announced on
October 27, 1919. In other words, five hun-
dred and sixty-two days elapsed before the
writ was issued, and then a further period
elapsed before the return of the member.
I think my hon. friend who is in the Hbuse
to-day (Mr. John W. Kennedy) had the
privilege of sitting for two or three days-
that was the whole length of itime that the
people of his constituency were represented
in this Parliament from the time the Gov-
ernment assumed office.

Then take the constituency of North On-
tario, which hecame vacant on May 25,
1918. It was December 9, 1919, before the
by-election was held, making a period of
five hundred and sixty-three dàys during
which the people of that constituency had
no representation in this Parliament. In
-other words, they were without any repre-
sentation during the last three sessions.

Similarly Assiniboia, one of the largest
cf the western constituencies, was vacant
almost from the moment at which the Gov-
ernment took office, and yet until the day
of the opening of this session, three days
ago, not a soul was here to speak on be.
half of the people of Assiniboia. Three
hundred and ninety-nine days elapsed be-
fore any writ was issued for that particular
vacancy.

Then take the constituency of Quebec
East, which was vacated through the death
of the Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
Through tJaat entire session and the next
until my honi. friend, formerly the muera-
ber for Kamouraska (Mr. Lapointe) was
elected to represent the constituency held
by bis leader for the previous period
cf forty-three years, it was without repre-
sentation.

Simiarly the constituency of Victoria-.
Carleton was represented in "bâ bouse
for enly one or two days lasit session, when
it should have been represented for the en-
tire session.

In other wordis, Mr. Speaker, Glengarry
and Stormont, Nerth Ontario and Assini-
boia, were flot represented. at ail for tbree
sessions; Quebec East was flot represented
for two sessio'ns; iPrince Couniity, Prince
Edward Island, Kinigston, Victoria City and
Victoriýa-Cairleton were not represented for
thie greater part of one session.

Then coning down to the present tinne,
since our last meeting of Parliaiment four
vaaaneies have occurred, those -in TInis-
keaming, Kamouraka, St. Jameis (Montreal)
and East Elgin. The conistituencies of Tim-
iskaming and Kaxnouraska, were vaicated
re.speotively on Septeznber 22, 1919, and Oc-
k>-ber 14, 1919. Why are not these constitu-
encies represenuted in this Parlianient at
this time? There îs only one reason-that
the Government by deliberate intent put
off the possibility pf representation of
these ridings as long as it possibly could.
It waited until almost the very day before
this Panliament ws.s called for the present
session to is,%ue writs for the filling of those
vacancies. In the case of Timiskaming the
electors were a long time without represen-
tation through the protracted iliness of
the former Minister of Railways and Canals,
the late Hon. Mn. Cochrane. One would
have thought that bad the Go'vernment
cared at ail for the representation of the
eteotors they would have been eagen and
anxious to give themn their night to be repre-
sented here at the earliest possible date.

Duning the laist two weeks we have bad
the two vacancies that were referred to this
afternoon by the right bon. the Acting
Prime Minioter (Sir George Foster)-Sýt.
James and East Elgin. Wby is it that a
writ bas been issued in the case of one and
not in the case of the olihen vacancy? 1
asked my night hon. friend ait the opening
od the sfession to-day if be would tell thiis
House and, through this House, the people
of the latter constituency, when they would
have the rig'ht te be represented, and he
gave me a reply ks evasive as it could pos-
sibly be, saying nothing and making nc
-promises one way or the other. I would
ask my right bon. friend wvhen he does reply
to my speech, as no doubt he will, to tell
the people of Est Elgin when tbey may ex-
pect te bave the right of representation in
tihis P-anliament wbicb it is thein privilege
te demand.

So I say, Mr. Speaker, that baving ne-
gard for Parliamnentary Govemument in the
matter of representation, if you hx>k eit the
l*aws under wbich this Parliament bias been
returned, or il you look at the way in which
those laws bave been adminiitened, you wil I
find that there has been a complets de-

iraliza5tion of the whole business of par(lia-
mentary representaticin as contrasted with
'what it shouild hav~e been were we anxious
to presenve intact our political institutions.

Thene is this to be remem¶,ered at al
times, Sir, in regard to by-eleotions: They
are a means of keeping 'the Administration


