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that extended only over a few months, and then when other, their strict observance of law and order, would reftect eredit on
pressing duties of an entirely different character must the most iviIised commnnity."
have engaged their attention largely; and surely they And the report continues that the utmost consideration was
would not assume that they are in the position of an official shown by the Mounted Police at that tine, even to dividing
of the Department, as to their capacity of judging the con-their rations with the Indians. In theReport of the Mounted
dition of the Indian population. I have already shown Police for 1881, there is aloo evidence of a siniiar kind.
that, as far at least as the Indian supplies are concerned, The Gmmissioner of the North-West Kounted Police that
we have furnished the Indians with a lavish hand. I year expressed his apprehensioui of disturbance and hie fear
believe, also, that if a proper supervision had been exercised of starvation existiug among the Idians by renson of the
over the distribution of supplies to the Indians, if the Indian change in their condition. The Com rmissioner also reports:
agent had exercised over them that control whieh would have 111 foresaw that if no &id wa3 accorded them, they wonld starve and
made them feel their responsibility to the flouse and to the in a starving condition might have attemptel to commit depredations."
country, much more would have been got ont of that And further:
$OOoo a year, which this flouse generously appropriated "I1would cail yonr attention to the tact that, in a letter of the 20th
towards furnishing the Indians with food. In 1881, I find of May lut, 1 inpressed on the Governmen t the necessity of the Indiens
among other things, on looking through the reports for a being well received in the north, also the fuilment of ail treaty
number of years past, that the tirst direct instance of fraudsobligations. * The treatment the Indiana receive partionlarly on
in the supplies lurnished for distribution to the Indians arrivai should be kind."
occurred in 1881, and in that year, among other frauds that And, as if giving a warning of what would follow a contrary
are reported by Indian inspectors was one in the supply of course ot conduet towards the Indiaus, he says:
tobacco. It was reported as being in almost every case bad, IlThey are quiet and law-abi4ing as a whole, and ne fear neod b.
and one agent reports that his supply was largly composedaa
of pulverised coal, brick-dust, and refuse. In fact, it appears, .ustly towards them."
from his expressive language, doubtful whether it was the Mr. Simpson, who is on the ludian survey party, States in
tobacco or tie coal-dust that was adulterated. All the reports the yenr 1884 that he found Ohief Aexis' camp, and he and
of one or two subsequent years abound in complaints of his indians were in a very destitute condition and almo3t
this kind, but it seems a peculiar circumstance that the naked. Besîdes this, there are a number of reporte frota
reports of the later years do not furnish as much evidence Inspector Mcîtae fron the Batt1eford agency with whicb I
on the surface of the discontent indicated by statements such will fot trouble the flouse, but which beur out th n
as that which I have just read. Whether it is that the tion of the hon. member for West Huron, and E think that
Indian inspectors became more convinced, as the years 1 has been amply proved. Lt has not bean disproved, at ai
rolled on, of the desires of those who were in authority over events, that the Indians have been in a starving condition,
them, either at Regina or elsewhere, and knew it was more and therefore the charge m %de by the mover of this resolu-
satisfactory that everything should be reported correct, tion is in every respect borne out. Soeing that these state-
whether so or not, I am not prepared to say. There is very monts have fot been controverted, 1 will refrain from u3ing
little reference in the departmental reports of tlat year, to mnch of the evidence which it wns my intention to Sabrait in
the supply of four, which was, by the medical gentleman support of this proposition. But 1 will ask the attention of
to whom the question was referrel, reported in 1883, as the fouse to the fact that, while mach doubt has been
being productive of disease and death among the Indians w attempted to be thrown on the statement of the Rev.
whom it was issued. It is not necessary, however, to con- àîr. Robertson, the superintendent of Presbyterian Missions
fine ourselves to the records of tho Department of Indian in the North-West, and while the statenent of the Rev. Mr.
Affairs, during those years. I fiad that, in the earlier years, McDaugalllas been quostionod, ani whilo the Dapartment
the reports of the North-West hIounted Police also furnished has stated to us to-night, by the mouth of the leader of the
evidence that the Indians were suffering and starving, as a fouse, that they examined into the charges which he made
result of the policy of the Department, In the year 1880,Oom- in reference to the conduct of the white settiers in the neigh-
missioner Irviîe reports that since the disappearnnce of the borhoi of the reserves, thare ha e no auswer whatever
butfalo the Indian situation had assumed a different aspect: to the very grave charges that were made by Mr. Jackson

" As long as buffalo lasted the Indian was self-supporting, indepen- in his place as a mem ber of the North. West Council, and
dent and contented. Naw, however, lie is in a very different position; ;sbseqently at a meeting in his honor held at Qu'Appelle.
his only means of support is virtually gone, and he has to depend on the 1 think the charges there made are of the gravesi kind, and
Government for assistance, but forced in so doing to remain about the until they are more successfuly controverted than by any
police posta. This population will, irrespective of the aid received from
Goverment, be a starvmng one."

Then, again, Superintendent Walsh reports in the same year language of the resolution ncved by the hon. member for
that: West Huron. But I find that even the Mail furnishes reson-

" The horses that died from sou vy and carcasses of horses that died ably strong evidence that the destitution which has been
daring the autumnu and early winter were gathered up and eaten." referred te did exist. From a letter dated.fLamilton, lath Jan-
1 ask the attention of the hon. member for Muskoka (Mr. uary, and signedIlWesterner,' which appeared in the Mail
O'Brien), whose statements, confined to his own observa- of the succeeding day, I make this extract:
tion, I would not for a moment attempt to dispute, to a The position ofthe Indian at preent, as you we Ilaid the othertion 1 oul notfora mmentattmptto dspue, o aday, criticai. *l * To say that these poor creaturesa have no gne-
statement snob as this, showing clearly that the officiais have vances is absurd. But few who have not been among then realise the
reported that muchi more serious destitution existed than hardships they are ferced te coatend vith. By way of illustration I
was indicated by merely a few old weather-be'en men and may refer te an incilent which occnrred during my stay tabout sizty miles east of Oalgary. t was after the trouble wus pretty
women gathering around the camp when he was on active weîî settled, when anold Or.. chiot came inte camp, bringing a sample
service in the North-West. 1 am perieutly satisfied that he of fleur which he had reoeived from the.Indian agent. Polnting te a
bas stated the case honestly, as far as his observation has heap ofashes on the ground, aud thon to the fîmr in hie band, ho pve

gonc, bat it i Il be apparnt to the Home thtiso ra.'e underatand that the fleur resembled more tiea moulderiagembers
gone, but it will be apparent to the use that his oppor than that for which it waintende; and cold not bt think that he
nities muet have been limited, and, extending over only a wu but littie wroug in us judgnent. At once it ocurred te me that

few~~~~~~~~~~~ mot1 i ii uthv eylueifunei the so-called flur was nothing but the waste frein a gristtmanl floor."1few months, his visit maust have very little influence in the
direction of contradicting the very positive statements made Snch is the evidence furnished hy that correspondence.
by Superintendent Walsh. dir. Walsh proceeds to say: The hon. gentleman may recolleet that the very Sane

" The conduct of these starving and destitute people, their patient paper stated that the Indiana had suffered from destitution,
endurance, their sympathy and the extent W whiolthey assisted each andthat ôome had even diod of etarvîtion. Now, Sir, it
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