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to the question that was put to him. Itison that point
and that alone, that we on this side contend that it is not
proper that he shoull have counsel. The hon, gentleman
semilcs. I suppose, having already determined in his owa
nind, and having voted, that if an officer of this IIouse is
guilty of conduct that is primd facie wrong, this House is
entitled to call him to an examination—having voted that
proposition, he is now willing that we should solemnly sit
as & court and listen to arguments whether this House of
Commons, the highest tribunal in tho land, has power to
call one of its officers before it and ask him certain questions
a8 to his proceedings. Legal gentlemen on the other side
know that it is an insult to their common sense and intelli-
gence ; but if any question is put to the witnesss that he
thinks is not in proper form or as to which he desires legal
assistance, I, for one, would be only too happy to allow him
to have counsel.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I rise to a question of
order, The hon. gentleman says hon, members on this side
know that what they say is an insult to common sense,
I want to know that if that is in order,

Mr. DAVIES. I was reasoning that it would be an in-
sult to their common sense. The hon. gentleman did not
make the distinction. I say that the reason we oppose the
proposition made by the man at the Bar, is one which hon.
gentleman on the other side have evaded from the first, and
they are altempting to thrust on that gentleman what he
has not asked, advice as (o the legality of the question put
to him.

Mr. MACDONALD (Huron). Would it be in order to
ascertain the reason why Mr. Dunn asks for counsel? I
understood him to use the words, *to protest against the
proceedings of the House of Commons.” What the remark
was will determine my vote. If he simply asks for counsel
to advise him as to the questions put to bim by the House,
I shall willingly vote to allow him to have counsel. Itkink
it would be in order for us to kuow before the vote is taken

whether he wishes counsel to protest or to advise him dur-

ing the investigation.

Mr. LANDRY. I think all wo have to vote is the reso-
lution before the Houre, I do not think any expression
that was made by the gentleman at the Bar ought to
influence us in our votes. Ifwethink the resolution is right,
and that it is only proper that the gentlemun shonl. have
counsel, I think that is the guestion that cha.lenges our
voles, and not what he thinks or wants, Suppose ho wants
something after he gets counsel, that we think he should
not have, we will refuse it; but at present we have only
before us what is eontained in the resolution. I :dmit that
I heard the gentleman use words similar to what ibe hoa.
gentleman from Prince Edward Island has atiributed to
him ; and if there is anything that convinces me that he
should have counsel, it is that very fact, that he, as a lay-
man, hss already used words, not knowing the full force or
significance of them, which, in my mind, prejudiced his
case. Ho has challenged the jurisdiction ot the onse. It
is exaetly because he is here alone s a layman and hus
already, by the first word he has ut'ered, prejudiced his
Oown ca-e, that I am willing to vote for his having counsel.
He evidently feels timid in coming here to the bighest
court in the land, considering his age, and all this shows
the necessity of his being represented by counsel, who can
look into the questions and proceedings of the House calmly.
1 think we have only to vote on that resolution, and when
the counsel appears before as and undertakes to advise him,
that will be the time for us to decide whether the course of
the counsel is ene we can sanction or not.
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