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(oopy.)
BoRoLJOH 0F 110v; TowN OLERK'5 OFFiOE, TowN HALL,

ovE, SIJssEx, lat April, 1902.
Telephone8.

D&AR SI,--I amn directed by my conil to inform you that, after full considera-
tion, they are of opinion that it is undesirable that they Should at present commit them-
selves to any scheme for telephones which will involve underground works.

Their present intention is to apply for parliamentary powers to lay ducts under
the roadways for the purpose of telephone and other wires should they deem it desirable
to take this course at any future time.

Yours faithifully,
H. ENDACOTT,

Town Clerk.
F. J. TILLSTONE, Esq.,

Town Clerk,
Town Hall, Brighton.

The commnittee have received from Mfr. B3ennett the foilowing communication
embodying the resuits of hie experience as engineer to the Glasgow and Tunbridge
Wells Municipal Exchanges.

(aoPY.)
65 LENFIELDi STREET, GLASGOW,

Auguet 18, 1902.
The Tolophone Committee of the T7own Council of Brighton.

GENTLEMEN-With regard to the position created by the refusai of the Local Gov-
ernment Board to sanction auy expenditure in ove, I amn strongly of opinion that the
circumatance does not warrant the abandonmeut, of Brighton's telephone scheme.

The number of subscribers to be obtained iu ove muet be but a smail proportion
of the total to bc ohtained in Brighton itself, without reckoning outlying places in
the area. In any case, I believe that. Hove could, be telephoned overhead by means of
private wayleaves in the same way aie it is now telephoned overhead by the National
Telephone Company. If it were found impossible to use the security of the Brighton
rates for the purpose, I believe that coutractors; could be fouud who would erect the
necesary plant on the security of subscriptions payable by Hove subscribers, which
oould be assigned to them for a certain period. The necessary expenditure lu ove
would not exeeed £rom £2,000 to £3,000, as the routes to I>ortsdale, Southwiek aind
Shoreham have been arranged so as to avoid the Borough of ove in auy case. The
post office could not object to this arrangement if the work were carried out lu accord-
suce with the post office specification, 'which cf course would be arranged for.

I may state that lu conuection with the Glasgow corporation telephone enterprise
a similar difficulty cropped up lu the case of the Burgh of Clydebank, whieh refused
to grant underground wayleaves lu much the same manner as ove has doue. But the
Glasgow corporation have telephoued Clydebank overhead, in defiance of the couneil
of that burgh, and have secured a large measure of support ainongst the Clydebank
citizens.

.Although the Glasgow corporatiorn telephone estem le not a year old, 6,184 sub-
scribers had, been connected up to the last Mouday evening, while 1,580 ordere remain
on haud to be executed. Prom. 6 to 12 uew orders are received every day, so that au
exehange of 20,000 la being looked to lu the near future. This is lu face of the keen-
est competition by the company, who have entirely reorgauized their system and
replaced their old aud luefficient plant by the latest devices, and that altogether regard-
leua of expeuse. They are also giving their subseribers facilities whieh at the date of
the luquiry iu 1897 were derided as impossible. Iu Tunbridge Wells when a corpora-
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