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had settled in Canada. Another 225,000 Canadians claimed Greek heritage.28

By 2009 an estimated 20 to 25 thousand Canadians lived in Greece and
almost 50,000 Canadians visited annually, providing the bilateral relation-
ship with a deeply human dimension."7 Greek-Canadians were increasingly
part of mainstream, culture in Canada, and neyer more successful. By the
mid-1990s, three members of Parliament, Eleni Bakopanos, John Cannis,
and Jim Karygiannis, claimed Greek origins. There were soon others. Pana
PaPpas Merchant and Leo Housakos were appomnted to the Senate in 2002
and 2009 respectively, and in 2011, Costas Menegakis was elected Conserva-
tive member of Parliament for the Ontario riding of Richmond Hill. For
alm-ost a decade, George Stroumboulopoulos has been a fixture on CBC tel-
evision, hostmng the nightly "The Hour" and "George Stroumboulopoulos
Tonight".

Cultural dies flourished as well. The Canadian Archaeological Institute,
reniamed the Canadian Institute in Greece in 2005 to better reflect the fuil
range of the Institute's interests, contmnued to function as an unofficial cen-
tre for Canadian culture.2 ' Athens and Montreal were dedlared sister cihies

ini 1997, and Canada participated actively durmng the Thessaloniki Cultural
Capital of Europe festivities in 1997. There was more. The two countries
signed agreements for film co-production in 1997 and educational coopera-
tion iii 1998. A chair in Canadian Studies was established at the University
of Athens in 2002, while centres for Hellenic Studies were opened i To-
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