
The Council's Permanent General Secretariat is also
a highly valuabie point of contact. This body provides
vital technical, and administrative support to the Count-
cil and, in particular, to the Presidency. It also seeks
compromise solutions, and then secures agreements
on proposais and issues which corne before the Coun-
cil.

The Aeveiopment of proposais within the
Community's compiex structure takes considerable
time, and at each successive stage of the process, it
becomes more and more difficuit to make amendments
or revisions. The earliest possible involvement in the
process, however peripheral it may be, carnies the
greatest likelihood that particular opinions wili be taken
into consideration.

It is aiso essential to understand, in the context of
bilateral or multilateral involvement with the Com-
niunity, that unless the Community has used its exter-
nial competence to accede to international obligations/
conventions, the provisions of such conventions do
flot form part of Community law. This means that the
Community cannot impose, or enforce obligations
pursuant to such instruments (international obligations/
conventions), aithough Member States can do so. Only
those Member States acceding in their own right to
those instruments which fail outside the Community
competence wiil be under obligation to enforce such
instruments at the national level.

Relationsliips with the Commission

Regardless of the legisiative procedure applicable,
a proposai is always developed primarily by the rel-
evant Commission DG. The preparatory work may
invoive a variety of informai consultations with coin-
mittees of national officiais and experts, with repre-
sentatives of other DGs, and may extend to profes-
sional organisations, and trade associations. The pro-
cess is fr-equently lengthy and often involves numer-
ous draft versions and amendmnents before the Com-
mission formally adopts and submits its proposai to
the Council.

Timing is therefore a crucial concern for advocates
of the Canadian position. Successful advocacy is de-
pendent on: having as accurate an, idea as possible of
the stage in the process where an opportunity to raise
Canadian concerns or views might arise; and, when to
act on such an opportunity in order to yield the most
favourabie resuits. Depending on the nature ofthe pro-
posai and the issues invoived, there are definite strate-
gic advantages to pursuing some level of informai in-
voivement at the earliest possible stage, such as the
possibiiity to obtain quickiy a copy of the proposai or
information on the content and progress of draft pro-
posais.

The concern over appropriate timing is best ad-
dressed in a similar fashion to that used in relation to
Member States. That is, through the establishment and
ongoing maintenance of a level of contact with the
DGs responsibie for areas affecting Canadian inter-
ests.

Relationships with the European
Parliament


