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The Group of 78

The Group of 78 is an informai association of Canadians seeking to promote global priorities for
peace and disarmament, equitable and sustainable development, and a strong and revitalized
United Nations systein.

It began in 1980 when a small group including Andrew Brewin MP and Peggy Brcwin, Murray
Thomson of Project Plougbshares, Robert McClure, former Moderator of the United Church, and
King Gordon, formeriy of the United Nations Secretariat, drafted a statement on how best Canada
could contribute to the building of a peaceful and secure world. Ini November 1981 that
statement, Canadian Foreign Policy in the 80s, was sent to Prime Minister Trudeau. It was signed
by 78 Canadians - agroup of 78.

The statement se out three inter-related objectives:
1. removal of the threat of nuclear war;
2. the mobilization of world resources to achieve a more equitable international order and

briniz an end to the crushiniz vovertv which is the common lot of the maioritv in the Third
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