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guns bccaîusc "bad guys" will always gct guils. Some have ideological objections to govcrnmcnt

intrusion or maintain that guns arc a part of "frecdom" or even the mcans of making socicty safcr.

Oftcn thcy w~ill prescrnt any form of fircarms regulations as onc stcp on the slippery siope to

confiscation. For exampl c the Uni tcd Nations resol ution on Crime Prevention and Crimi nal Justice

w~as prcscntcd as part of the %%orldwvidc mnove Io ban ail guns.74 Finally., there is the appeal to

eonlomic intcrcsts: "Guns arc a billion dollar industry, the GST alone w~ill cover thc cosLs of

i nj ures".75

l'le National Rifle Association is onc of thc most powcrful lobbies in thc wvorid. Not only has it

succcssfully prevcntcd the United States [romi imiplcrnenting effectivec firearnis controls, in spitc of

tlic support of* the m1ajor-ily of* the countrv's citizenls, but it hais built links willh gun lobby groups in

nîany other counriefis and is activ'ely fighting efforts bo strengthecn international c<introls through the

United Nations.

For this reason, somc groups, partîcularly in the United States, avoid linking small arms control

with gun control which thev regard as a maLter of sovcignity. In addition, words common in the

pcecbilding context such as 'disarmailent" havc other connotatiorns in the context ofdomestic

gun control policy and are uscd to cniflarnc opposition.

There are many mcthodological challenges in firearms regulation rcsearch. Cross-cultural

comiparisons are difficuit bccause of the complexity of other variables such as cultural differences

and tlie difficulty of demonstrating causal links. Howcver these mcthodological challenges a1re flot

unique to tic fircarms regulation issue but affect many other complex crime prevention, publie

sa.f*ctv and health cure issues. Pcrhaps "'hat is unique to the firearms regulation issue is that a levcl

of rigour and ccrtainty is demandcd whieh is absent in other less political debates. As Martin

Killias said: "Unfortunatcly, any furthcr waiting for more convincing cNvidcnce mayjeopardize

more rigorous approaches to, gun control, sinc beyond a certain point signifieantly reducing the

numbher of guns in civilians hands of privatc citiiens becomes a hopelcss task. 7 6

7 4 Tanya Mctaska, NRA Fundraisi ng Letter, 1997.
7 -5 cnator Ron Ohitter, cited in'Tim. Harper, "Senator under fire on gun control stand", Toronto
Star, September 15, 1995.
76 Martin Killias, op.cit.
77 For example, Ed, Laurence has proposed an international treaty Lo extcnd current efforts. Ed
Laurence, The Light Weapons Problemi: The Way Ahead, October 24, 1997. In addition, the
Nobel Laurcates proposals and others should be examnined.


