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The following is a partial text of an address py
Prime Minister Pearson to the Anglican Synod, Saint
Paul University, Ottawa, on August 37 :

...Often in human affairs, the talk of change is
ahead of the act of change. But today the actions ?f
people are in many ways ahead of the w'ord ol it
not ahead of the word, are divorced ftom'xt.

In so far as my own field, politics, 18 concerned,
however, the problem that seems fo me to be most
important today has not changed from yesterday. It
is the unity of our country — how tc? strengthen and
secure the right kind of unity against the fm"cc'as,
within and without, that would divide and_ diminish
us, The right kind of unity, the kind Fhat w.1ll endurfz
through the years ahead, is that whlcl} rejects uni-
formity and accepts diversity as a basic fact in our
national life.

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL IDENTITY .
To believe in — and insist on preserving — @ spe'cu::ll
and distinctive cultural and linguistic identity within
the political unity of a state car be a good and
healthy and creative feeling. The love of a man for
his own language and cultural traditions, inside a
Confederation, can be as constructive as it is sincere
and deep.

A In gur own country, for instance, loyalty to the
whole state — to its unity — should not mean or
tequire the loss of this special atta(?hment to dis-
tinctive French cultural and linguistic values .a.nd
their maintenance and growth in the b_ody politic.
Such a loyalty only becomes a negative and de-
structive force when it results in agitation for politi-
cal separation and fragmentation, For Canadg 'the
best — indeed, the only possible — form of political
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IFORMITY AND DIVERSITY IN CANADA

unity in our Confederation is one that accepts and
values those cultural and linguistic differences which
were there when Confederation was agreed on.

There can be no lasting or creative national
unity through attempts at absorption — or by the kind
of centralization which ignores these basic differ-
ences, or which ignores regional or provincial inter-
ests or feelings. Sound and enduring unity will never
be secured merely by conscription to a common
national task or by obedience to an imposed national
policy. Such unity can come only through a unanimity
of spirit and purpose which expresses itself in co-
operative national endeavour — with a pride in the
present and a faith in the future, shared by all citizens.

We are a nation of two founding peoples whose
languages and cultures have both been ‘given a
special and a permanent place in our national society.
The Right Honourable Vincent Massey has said:
¢¢That is an historical fact, not a political judgment!”’
If all Canadians will but acknowledge this basic fact
of our nationhood, by word and deed, our unity will
be strong and enduring and our testimony to the world
and to history will be that of a mature, a unique
country.

RECOGNITION OF OTHER ETHNIC ORIGIN'S
However, while we recognize and develop our bi-
lingual and bicultural origins, we must also respect
the pride that Canadians of other ethnic origins have
in their own particular cultural heritages and their
rightful desire to preserve them in conditions that will
contribute to a vigorous and enriched Canadianism,
In short, we must show the world how people can
live together in unity without uniformity — with a
deep national pride and patriotism but without the
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