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UNIFOIRMIT'Y AND DIVER'SITY IN CANADA

The following is a partial text of an address by unity in our Conféderation Is one that accepts and

Prime Minister Pearson to the kWican Symnod, Saint values those cultural and linguistic diffetences which

Paul University, Ottawa, on August 22: were there when Coftiederation.-was agreed on.

... Often in human affairs, the talk of change is There cen bè no. lasting or creative national

ahead of the act of change. But to.day the actions of unitY throue attempts.at absorption -'Or by the kind

people are in many ways ahead of the word - of, if, Of 1. ce11traliÏatiOn_'ý whiéh ignorés theee basic differ-

Rot abead of the wotd, are divorced from it, ences, or which ignoies regional orýprovjncia1 inter-

In so far as my own field, politics, is concemed, ests or feelings. Sourid and ënduting unitý will never

however, the problem that seeins to me to be mo st be secured merely by conscription to a common

IMportant today has not changed from yesterdaY. It national task or by Obedience to an imposed national

la the unity of our countrv - how to strengt-he4ýan.d policy. Such unity can come only through a unanimity

Secure the right kind of unity lagainst the fçl'ces, of spirit and purpose which expresses itseif in co-

within and withotit, that would divide and diminish Operative national endeavour - with a pride in the

us. The right kind of unity, the kind that will eodure present and a faith in the future, ahared by all citizens.

through the years ahead, is that vihie rejects uni- We are a nation of iwb, ýtMià&ng e4les wlione

a basic fact in our janguages and cultures have bot4 been even a
formity and accepts diversity as spe t. 1. 1 i. r na ional.,#,çclet

cial, and a permanep p.acé in.qu t'

national life. 
ý- .1 . y.

The Right Honoiîrgblé Vincent Massey has, -said,

PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL ýDENT1TY OThat Is àùiù"stýàcàl fact...n à pojig,ýa 19 gmentl"e

an a Special If ail Càniý4hMs *11I.b.tit aè4owIýdë this.4sir- fact

To believe in d insist on preserving
tural and linguistic identity within of Our riaf!Ôhhoo4, by.word a d -déed- ày wl .il

and distinctive cul 
- 'i _.. 1 Out un

the political uni1ýj of a state can be a good and be strong an4.Çp&iýrîng afta,.our teatjmohy ýO, t)ýj«brîd
il te: hist 

b :th

Ory. e a u4que
eling. The love of a man foi an -of »,Mâ

healthy and creative fe Co try.
his own language end cultural traditionvi, l"Ide a

Confederation, can be as constructive as it is sincére
RECOGNI-rýON O'roT'.

and deep. Howe
ntry, for înstancç,, loyalty.to the yer,, ývbf1

In our own cou
should not. Mean or lingual and bicultura'l àrIerîs, ;Me rý§M

whole state - to its unitY 
Must A t

W<,pttgçbMent te dis- the pride that Cartadians o ofh

require the loss of this. spec

tinctive French çulturai and- languistic values and in their own rýtiFul'm,,CvItWal herîtaVesý anif,.-.Ùieir

. . , ý. Q preseéve . em in,

and growth In the body politic. rightful desiféýc th
lied CenpolaA s1pý.ýhejr maintenance and de. contributç to a vîeXpui an4. enric

suck a loyalty only becomes a ftegative 1ý, iiwtt we MUS s

Ittmctive force whienit resulta in agitation for'politi- t hâ* the wçX.14 ho*1'p«iee"ýý

%,7Al separation. "4 fragmentation, For Canada the live together in unity *1 t 1ùýn jformity - with a

:ýest indeed, the only possible form of political deep national Pride and pattiotism but without the

(Over)


