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9.0 RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Forestry research ini M'alaysia started in 1929 with theestab- 1
lishment cf the. Forent Research Institut. ini Kepcng, Selangor.
The Institute became a statutory body ini 985 and is now knewi as
the. Forest Research Institut, of Malaysia (FRIM). FRIM~ in
responsible for al.l aspects of forestry and f orent products. In
East Malaysia, the. responsibility for research and develocent
resta with the, State Forestry Departments of Sabah and Sarawak.

The. Asean Timber Technology Centre (ATTC) is a Kuala Lumpur -
based Asean project to foster regional cooperation. It is sup-
ported by the European Ecanonic Commianity wl.th a grant cf M$21
million. The. Centre is curr.ntly striving to improve the.
utilisation cf forent resources and upgrade the. tochnical
capability cf the downstream timber industries. In an offert te
upgrade the. skill.s and management of induutry Personnel, ATTfC has
conduoted Il short courses and seven vorkshops and trained Sil
trainees f roc Aseai member countries ini various aspects cf timber
processing and utilisation. ATTC aima provides advisory and con-
su.1tanoy services

Another regional projeot sited in Malaysia in the Asean Institut,
cf Forent Management (AIIM) whioh vas established in 1985 te
provide training ta foresteru in the Asean region. Lnder this
projeot, teohnical and f inancial assistance are provided by
Canada 'in the. for. cf expert services, equipment, training and
ather inpuats amounting ta C$7.3 million.

10.0 POTENTIAL F0R CAMADIAN PARTICIPATION

Dr. Lieu Ving Hing, the. Direatar af ATC, commented that Canadian
teohnolagy in net suitable for Nalayuian f orests whioh have many
speaies internixed ini the. lagging areas. He reoalled that
.Canadian. have had several failures here due ta their laok cf ex-
Perieno. ini tropical forents. Tho.n. problems have been mentioned
in the. Jerestry Study prepared fer the. Canadian Department cf Ex-
tomnai Affaire in 1968. Hevertiielees, Mr. Ooi Seng Hock fra. the.
Malaysjan Industrial Develapment Autiierity (MIDA), indicated that
gaod potential exist for Canadian participation in bath
dovnstreaz and pulp and paper prajeots. The Industrial Master
Plan han outlined. stratogien te medernize and rationalise local
timber milla te make thom mare copetitive. At the. oaea time,
Malaysia in faoing a shortage cf vaste paper and- pulp. In view
of these plans and constraints, a vid. scepe for consultancy


