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®  REGIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

A regionzl approach to co-operation is not new for. CIDA.. What is new is'the
decision to make it-ane of the thrae piflars of CIDA's developmerit assistance.
strategy in Africa. The fallowing prajects illustrate this approach.

L PANAFTEL

Caradian co- nperannn in telecﬂmmunlcatmns in Western Africa began in 1978
with gonstruction of a 3,000-km microwave network linking Dakar and Cotanou
via Bamako, Ouagadougou and Niamey.

Once construction was cumblétéﬂ Canadian assistance to the Pan-African
Telecommunications Agency (PANAFTEL) continued to-provide the technical.
training necessary to maintain thé network. Alsa, institutional support for the
national telecommunications offices in the five countries was deveicped to
strengthen the independencé and financial viability of thesé organizations,

Since all member countries experienced common technical and institutional

concerns, thay set up an unaﬁmml forum for co- -grdination. The Joint

Co-ordiration Committee was creatéd in 1985, to promote gréater co-operation

.and co-ardination among the network’s member countries, This initiative led to. ‘
exchanges of expertise and the formation of technical subcommittees.to 0
co-ofdinate maintenance of the network.

& HUMAN RIGHTS

A miajor program to support the development of democracy and the promotion of
hurman rights-in Francophone Africa was launched recently. The Canadian Centre
for Study :and International Co-operation is responsible for managing this-three-year
prograrn, which is valued at ;$6 million.

The funded-activities will encourage the prﬂmﬂti‘on of demogratic culture-and
human rights. A number of components are planned: various studles, support for
initiatives by non- gﬂvernmental partners in Africa, and supnm’t for organizations
that either deferid and promate human rights or arganize training and awarefess
activities.

o PAN-AFRICAN G-ENTR‘E FOR CO-OPERATIVE TRAINING.
The Centre was founded n 1967 to provide adequate training for Africahs working
in the co-operative and rural development sector. It received official status from

the Pan-African Co- operatwe Conference, a group of 15 member states in.sub-
- Saharan Afriga. C O
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