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"8. In the light of article 2 of the Constitution of the French Republic, the 
French Government declares that article 27 is not applicable so far as the 
Republic is concerned." 

GAMBIA 	 - 
". . . for financial reasons free legal assistance for accused persons is limited 

in our constitution to persons charged with capital offences only. The Govern-
ment of Gambia therefore wishes to enter a reservation in respect of Article 14(3) 
of the Covenant in question." 

• GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

The German Democratic Republic considers that article 48, paragraph  I, of 
the Covenant runs counter to the principle that all States which are guided in 
their policies by the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter have 
the right to become parties to conventions which affect the interests of all States. 

GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
"1. Articles 19, 21 and 22 in conjunction with Article 2 (1) of the Covenant 

shall be applied within the scope of Article 16 of the Convention of 4 November 
1950 for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

"2. Article 14 (3)(d) of the Covenant shall be applied in such manner that it 
is for the court to decide whether an accused person held in custody has to appear 
in person at the hearing before the court of review (Revisionsgericht). 

"3. Article 14 (5) of the Covenant shall be applied in such manner that: 
a. A further appeal does not have to be instituted in all cases solely on the 

grounds the accused person—having been acquitted by the lower court—was 
convicted for the first time in the proceedings concerned by the appellate court. 

b. In the case of criminal o ffences of minor gravity the review by a higher 
tribunal of a decision not imposing imprisonment does not have to be admitted in 
all cases. 

"4. Article 15 (1) of the Covenant shall be applied in such manner that when 
provision is made by law for the imposition of a lighter penalty the hithe rt o 
applicable law may for certain exceptional categories of cases remain applicable 
to criminal offences committed before the law was amended." 

GUINEA 
Upon ratification: 

In accordance with the principle whereby all States whose policies are 
guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations are 
entitled to become parties to covenants affecting the interests of the international 
community, the Government of the Republic of Guinea considers that the 
provisions of article 48, paragraph I, of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights are contrary to the principle of the universality of international 
treaties and the democratization of international relations. 

GUYANA 
Upon ratification: 

In respect of sub-paragraph (d) of paragraph 3 of article 14 
"While the Government of the Republic of Guyana accept the principle of 

Legal Aid in all appropriate criminal proceedings, is working towards that end 


