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Arms Control
17. Proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction and their means of delivery
constitutes a threat to international secu-
rity and is a matter of concern to NATO.
We have decided to intensify and ex-
pand NATO's political and defence ef-
forts against proliferation, taking into ac-
count the work already underway in
other international fora and institutions.
In this regard, we direct that work begin
immediately in appropriate fora of the
Alliance to develop an overall policy
framework to consider how to reinforce
ongoing prevention efforts and how to
reduce the proliferation threat and pro-
tect against it.

18. We attach crucial importance to the
full and timely implementation of existing
arms control and disarmament agreements
as well as to achieving further progress on
key issues of arms control and disarma-
ment, such as:
• the indefinite and unconditional exten-

sion of the Treaty on Non-proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, and work towards
an enhanced verification regime;

• the early entry into force of the Conven-
tion on Chemical Weapons and new
measures to strengthen the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention;

" the negotiation of a universal and veri-
fiable Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty;

• issues on the agenda of the CSCE Fo-
rum for Security Cooperation;

• ensuring the integrity of the CFE
Treaty and full compliance with all its
provisions.
19. We condemn all acts of interna-

tional terrorism. They constitute flagrant
violations of human dignity and rights and
are a threat to the conduct of normal inter-
national relations. In accordance with our
national legislation, we stress the need for
the most effective cooperation possible to
prevent and suppress the scourge.

20. We reaffirm our support for politi-
cal and economic reform in Russia and
welcome the adoption of a new constitu-
tion and the holding of democratic parlia-
mentary elections by the people of the
Russian Federation. This is a major step
forward in the establishment of a frame-
work for the development of durable
democratic institutions. We further wel-
come the Russian govemment's firm com-
mitment to democratic and market reform
and to a reformist foreign policy. These

are important for security and stability in
Europe.

We believe that an independent, demo-
cratic, stable and nuclear-weapon-free
Ukraine would likewise contribute to secu-
rity and stability. We will continue to en-
courage and support the reform processes
in both countries and to develop coopera-
tion with them, as with other countries in
Central and Eastern Europe.

21. The situation in Southem Caucasus
continues to be of special concem. We
condemn the use of force for territorial
gains. Respect for the territorial integrity,
independence and sovereignty of Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan and Georgia is essential to
the establishment of peace, stability and
cooperation in the region. We call upon

building between the countries in the re-
gion. We direct the Council in Permanent
Session to continue to review the overall
situation, and we encourage all efforts
conducive to strengthening regional sta-
bility.

Former Yugoslavia
23. As members of the Alliance, we de-

plore the continuing conflict in the former
Yugoslavia. We continue to believe that
the conflict in Bosnia must be settled at
the negotiating table and not on the battle-
field. Only the parties can bring peace to
the former Yugoslavia. Only they can
agree to lay down their arms and end the
violence which for these many months has
only served to demonstrate that no side
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