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8 : THE MUNICIPAL MISCELLANY.

REPORT OF COMMISSION ON MUNI-
CIPAL INSTITUTIONS.

(EXTRACTS CONTINUED.)

In the third session an * Act was passed for regulating
the manner of licensing public houses” which virtuaily
placed the granting of licenses under the control of the
magistrates. It repealed the Quebee ordinance, and pro-
vided that “no license should be granted to any person to
keep an inn or public house . . . . unless he shail
first have obtained a certificate of his being a proper
person to keep an inn or public house from the magis-
trates of the division wherein he resides, or is about to
reside ;" and that “no certificate to obtain such license
shall be granted to any person not licensed the year
preceding unless such person shall produce to the justices
at the said meeting, should they require it, a testimonial
under the hands of the parson and church or town
wardens, or of four reputable and substantial household-
ers and inhabitants of the said division wherein the said
inn or public house is intended to be kept, setting forth
that such person is of good fame, sober life and conversa-
tion, and that he has taken the oath of alleginnce to our
Bovereign Lord the King.® If any person holding a
license died or removed, the person succeeding in ocenpa-
tion of the licensed house might contiuue to keep the said
inn or public house on fulfilling the conditions specified.

 Very much was done in the five sessions of the first

Parliament to complete the organization of the goveru-
ment, and establish a system which could easily expand
as the population increased. Most of the Acts passed by

subsequent legislatures were but the complement and

outgrowth of those passed at Newark.

And now it became necessary to change the seat of
government. The fort at Niagara held by the British at
the close of the war was found to be within the boundary
of the United States as settled by thie Treaty establishing
the independence of that country, and was surrendered to
the United Siates government. The guns of the fort
commanded the ground on which the Upper Canada
Liegislature had met. It is said that Governor Simcoe
regarded Lionden as for many reasons the best plsce for
the permanent government establishment but it was then
almost inaccessible, and although there was not a single

~ house on the ground on which Toronto now stands, he
wisely selected that as the most convenient, site then to be
found. Tord Dorchester, the Governor-General, urged
that Kingston should be chosen, but Governor Simeoe
thought that place was too close to the United Stutes.
“The country near the ruins of the old French Fort
Rouille, was an unbroken forest, but a peninsula of land
in a semiecircular form, shuts out the troubled waters of
the vast lake from a beautiful bay of two miles in leugth
by one in ifs greatest with ., . . . The choice of this
site was probably caused by the singular felicity with
which the French had uniformly ¢hosen their principal
stations, and by the fact of its being removed by the
whole breadth of Lake Ontario, at that part upwards of
thirty-six miles wide, from tha shores of the American
Union, 1t also commanded a great portage of about the
same length, by which Lake Simcoc communicated with
Penetanguishene and the Georginn Bay of Lake Huron,
whilst the intervening country between these lakes pos-
sessed a fertile and virgin seil.” At that time, it shonld
be remembered, Upper Canada was only partially opened
from the banks of the junction of the Oitawa nnd St.
Lawrence to Kingston and the Bay of Quinte ; the French
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- au election mieeting was held gave way. Thice persont.

Ju tices of bis drstriet in Quarter Sessions ngsembled, Wi

“declure tinit he was their minister or ¢leruyninn, produce
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oceupied parlinlly the shores of the Detruit ; there were a
few furms along the Niagara river, and a village or two
along the shore of Linke Outario, from Niagira towards
Buriington Bay. Governor Simeos uppears to have con-
templated the romoval for some time, as in 1793 the
ground was occupied by troops drawn from Kingston and
Niagara, and the name changed from Torouto to York.
He dwelt during the summer of that year and the follow-
ing winter in a cauvas house, which he imported expressly
for the purpose. it is said that this at oue tinie belonged
to the famous navigator, Captain Cook. The Purlinment
Buildings ercoted i the eastern part of the present city,
were ‘‘humble but commodious structures of wood.”
Gourlay, describing the ciiy sowme years ufier, said * the
town plot miore thun a mile and a half m length, is laid
out in regular streews, lots and squares, haviug the garri-
son and the site of ithe Pailisment Mouse on ity two
wings, aad warket near the cénirs.” Tie growth of
the town was very slow at first.  Bonuyeastle eays *“ib
was long ere York. reached cven the exwut of a large
village ; for in 1826 I saw it cousisting ot one long sirag-
glnig strect wnd ubout 2,000 whabitants,  In 1887, when
4 instlived i it 10 was s well-built ity winh 11,000
people dwelling wiere General Simeoe on his first lund-
g to explore its deuse forest found woly an Indian
wigwam or two. 1t is now a splendid plice, containing
[tu 1847] 28,000 inhabitauts, and is it with gas.” :
Dr. Scadding, in Lis work “Toronto of Oud,” gives &
racy descripiion of the town in its csrlier days, and of it8
growth for some years: Ou Novembir 8ru, 1808, Govel
nor Humter issned - & prociamation establisiang  aud
appointing a public open markes io be heid on Saturday
i euch and every week of the year within the said towd
of York, In 1824 the market square wus, by the direc
tivn of the county wagistrate., ciosed in on the east, west
aud seuth sides with u picketivg and ouk mbbon. The
digging of a pubiie well 1n 1828 “wus an event of consid:
ervhie imporiance in the town.”  The whole cost of wel
and pump was £28 1s 84. The stocks set up in the
market place were used for the last time in 1834, Upper
Camni da College, then culied Minor College, was founded
by Bir Jobn Culborne in 1829, In 1833 ihe wooded
market was repliced by a biick structure. In 1884 #
gullery that ran round this building being crowded whed

were killed and several severely injured.

Tite 5 cond Parlivmint Passed an Aot for the mor
eisy barting of dower s an Act for Llie regulution of fines
an Act authorizug the peérsous then praciising law
formi w }u.\.\' s ¢iety, and previding shat none but member®
of thesociety siouid therealter be pernitted v practise
auid Act 1o uscertuin and estublish” the bouudary lives ¢
the d@ifforent winghips'; an Act to extend the provisiot
of the Act for waking certain muartinges vulid, whieh
authorized regulariy ordained  initisters of any congred i
tion of persors professing to be members of the Churel %
Booilawdy or Luiberuns, or Culvinists to solciunize mal”
sage on coudition that each mwinisver appearcd before vhe
id
d

BLven respectubie wembers of his cougregation who wot

took the outh o alivgiance, and obtaived a certific
under the senl of the court ; an Act authorizing the 0%
wardins to approntice orpuans sid deserted ehildren
Act for the further 1utroducsion of the eriminal law “
Buglaud whiel nuthorized the substitution of whipp®
or of a prcuniary pennity for burning on the hand; ”‘;ﬁ
8 nuwber of Avts mncnding or continning thoss pwﬁed of
provious sessions.  An Aet was also passed for the bett
division of the Province. !
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