
PUBLIC DEBATE.

To the genieral public and friends of the Univer-
sity, as well as to the Undergraduates, who certainly
always eujoy a meeting where they reigii supreme, the
public (lebatesheld by the Literary Society have ever
Ucen initeresting events. 'l'le former, on tliese occa-
sionis have an opportunity to test and applaud the (le-
bating and oratiorical poxvers of the students, trained
in tiiese useful mental calisthienics, not by a learnecl
un ofessor at the denîands of the College curriculum,
but iii an arena founded and directed solely by themi-
selves; wvhiIe the students dearly love to congregate iu
the gallery and cheer on their felloxv students to vic-
tory (or defeat), punctuating the speeches with a neyer-
ceasing flow of satirical applause and witticismns. It
xvas froni this gallery point of view that 1 had alxvays
loiked upon the debates, and I found iii very enter-
tainimg to hecar the huinorous sallues of the miore wittv
amui less backxvard boys, and joi iii the laugli at the

rlioastlnigs'' to xvhich the lieroic students, wlio sat
(luwnstairs, xvere subjected. Seeing, therefore, that
ecciy question ibas two sides, and wishing to viexv tîme
meeting from the standpoint of the general public (and
livr-je 1 wishi to affirin that it was fromi no other reason)
I dleterineii-d last Friday cvening to take a seat in the
body of the hall, and 1 can assure tîme boys upstairs that
in impression of thiese meetings xvas different froiu
former occasions. The jokes froin the gallery 1
thouglit were niot at alI funny or apropos, and 1 found
it well-iligli impossible to follow the trend of .the
spe chies.

I>rofessor Baker, ini the capacity of chairman,
oliciied the l)roceedings \vith a fewv appropriate words.
After somne inost interesting reinarks lie concluded
by colngrattulating the presenit Literary Society on liav-
ing sncb an energetic and distinguiished President as
tAie one wliomn lie would noxv ilitroltce to niake bis
iinaugural address.

'Dr. Wickett, on rising, was greeted with great ap-
I)lause. He stated that former Presidents, in their in-
augural addresses, had cliosen for tlieir subject Col-
lege sentiment, but in lus case lie liad decided to de-
part fromi this custoin, aiid would speak, rather on
national sentiment, taking as a type Prince Bismiarck,
wliose receîît cleatlî lias ina(lc lim the object of inter-
est to the whole world. The audience manifested
tlhcir appreciation of Dr. Wickctt's clîoice of subject
alîd their adniîration for lus oratorical ability by tlieir
carefuil attentioni anîd roulîds of applause.

Mr. W. Beardniore, S.P.S., tliex renclered '-Cava-
tina,'' by Raif, on tlîe violin in a very nîasterly style.

The essay by Mr. A. H. R. Fairchild, '00, on
(;eniuis and Reality, was a produict of deep tlîought and
literary skill. 1 nîay cclîo the chairmami's hope that
M\r. Fairclîild's essay will soon be repraduced in print-
cd forn.

A very entertaining selection froîîî Mark Twain's
experiences with European guides, by Mr. Buirch, '99,
s0on brouglit us down froru the loftier spiiere of thouight
to whicli tlîe preceding speaker lîad raised uis-dowmî,
clown, from the sublime ta the ridicuilouis-amd I join-
ed in the quaint Twain humor, which Mr. Buircli eau
so xvell bring out in bis inimitable style and mimicry.

Before annouincing the debate, the chairman great-
lV relieved my feelings by requesting the students not
to interrupt tîxe debaters, uinless they had something

exceptionally funmiy to say, and to be sure to tlîink
tvice, or even four or five tulles, before thev spoke.
11, this îieat way ilie iind(ivitledl attenitionî of 'the stu-
duits xvas gainied for tlie spîeakers.

The subjeet umîder consideratom uxas, Resolved,
tlîat Lord Salisbury's foreigmi policy, during the preselit
admniistration, lias beeîî, oni tîe \vliole. censurable.
Ail four speakers, Messrs. R.J. SlcAlpiiie, '99, andl A.
N. Mitchell, '00, for tue, affirmiative, and W. l'M ~y199, alid G. F?. IKay 'oo, for tîme niegative, sio\wecl themn-
selves to be strong debaters, as xvell as l)rilliamit orators.
Tme two leaders conibiiied clearness anîd force, wTlile
tlie-ir colleagues were îîot a vlit l)eliimd iii tleir for-
cible aîîd argumnitative liami(ling of tlîeir respective
s1(les.

I tliink the audience agreed xvidî thme chmairiiian that
tîme niegative lîad beaten the affirîmative, ammd so aIll
but the txvo uîîhappy nien wlîo ceîsuircd Lord Salis-
bury, xveît home hiappy.

OUR ANNL'AL HLJSTLE.

The "liustle" lias seelied for so îîîany years ami
accepted college institutioni tlîat nîany stiîdemîts have,
perlîaps, given it no serions tliouglit, anid have miade
11o emqiiry as to the advisability of conitinuing it. D ur-
immg tliese years, tliere lias, doubtless, alw'ays beemi a
coîîsiderable nuniber of students wlîo have felt tlîat tlîe
tlîimg oughit ta (lie; but tlîey have said s0 little, amic tlie
"liustlers" have said so îiiclî, thiat soine of tlie stuî
dlents may not kmîow of any serions spirit of opposition
to tlîis nîetlîod of receiving tlîe Fresmniieni.

As far as 1 kiiow, there are omîhy three arguments
tlîat are adlvanced iii support of tîle observanîce of tdus
iitiatory ceremiony.

The stromîgest reasox for its observanîce is, probably,
a coniction in the iinids of inany studemits in the
liigher years that sonîetlîing imust be dloue to etirli the
self-assertive spirit of the Fresliiiemi. It is feared that
if thîey are not mîade to realize tlîeir iiiîniaturity aîîd in-
experience at the outset tlîey nay want ta -run the
University"-tlese are tlîe words aetually used. Now,
min samîîe degree, thîls convictionî is undl(oibtedhv a true
anc. Tliere are Freshiiemi, of course, wlio enter tlie
LUniversity witli almîîost as good ami education as soli-e
nien have whien tlîey leave-atid witli a broader Cul-
ture; mevertlieless everyamîe imiust admit that sonie 1'resh-
men are exceechiîgly "fresli."' On the otlier lîand,
everyomîe miust also adnmit tlîat there are occasionially
Soplionores anîd Juniiors, and evemi Seniors, wlîo are
very "fresh." Amîd careftîl observatiomi w'ill reveal the
fact that tlîe men iii tle Iiiglier years. who are fonind
to be too scîf-assertive, are tlîe very îien wlmo shîowed
ami abnorxial develoînmt of -buntmitosmess'' iii tlir
first year. Thîis niay lead uis to enquire if sucli a pliysi-
cal discipline as hiistling is best stmited ta renîedy a
spirituial defect. The '"freshiest" mai) I believe I ever
saw was in lus tlîird year, wlien lie xvas pointed out ta
nie miearhv four vears ago, andc he, I xvas told, had been
litistle(h three or fouîr tinues. Evemi if we gramît, liow-
ever, the power of physical force ta effect the desircd
chamnge, is it nat very evident folly to inmpose a dis-
cilinie impomi unime men, who don't mieecl it, for tlîe sake
of one mari who does mîeed it? It does thîe amie marn
no) good, for hie is the very man who xvan't believe it
is ineant for him in any special mniaumer; amîd it nîay
do the nimue men liarni in destroyimîg tlîeir faitlî that an
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