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and( investing every phase of bis subjcct wvitli ncw lighit and interest. The bookis interesting an(l fasciiîating and wvill be very welcomne ta Dr. Van Dykc's couint-less admnirers.
"Ortliodoxy," by Gilbert K. Chesterton, authcir of "Jiieretics," anl "The Napoléonîof Notting Hill." Published by John Lane Company, New York. Price $r.5o.TEhis book, the authar explains in his Preface, 's writteni to answer the chal-lenge made by many critics ta the effect that his book called "Heretics" mierelycriticizecl current philosophies without offering any alternative one. This, bislatest work, is unavaiclably affirmative and therefare uinavoidably autobiograpical. Herein the purpase of the writer is ta attemipt an explanation, not of whetherthe Christian faith can be believed, but of how hie personally lias corne ta believe it.In his second chapter hie explains the immediate cause of the writing of thebook. He had been walking one day withi a prospérons publisher, xvha gave ut-terance ta a bromide, which Chesterton ha l heard once too often. This was tathe effeet that "That inan will get an; lie believes iii hiniself." The author repliesthat it wauld be much truer ta say that a man will certainly fail, becauise he be-lieves in hiinscf, and will end his existence iii a lunatie asylumn. The publisherenquired 'witli aIl seriausuess, "If a man is nat ta believe iii hiniself, in whiat is lieta believe ?" whereupaii Chestertaon replied that lie woul ga hanme and Write abaak in answer ta that questian, and "Oxthodaxy" is the result.The authar sets farth bis faith as particularly answering tlîis dauble spiritualneed, the need far that mixture of the famiiliar and the unfarniliar, which Christen-dami lias rightly ternied romance. We need, lie says, sa ta view the warld as tacambine an idea of wander and an iclea of welcanîe. The book (leals fist witlî ailthe writer's own solitary and sincere spéculations and tlien wîtlî aIl thîe startlingstyle in wli they were aIl sucldenly satisie1 by the Chîristianî Theology, for aslie says later: "I (lid try ta fauinc a heresy of miy Own; aîîd wheiî I had put the lasttouches ta it, 1 discovered that it was artlîadox. The book is nat an ecclesiasticaltreatise, but a "sort of slavenly autabiographly."
The essays are touched hy an optinîistic note that suirely answers once for ailthe challenge of the critics. One of the dominant notes is tlîat the modern warl(lis nat evil, but is fuîll of wild and wasted virtues. Tlîe virtuies have goîîe inac be-cause they have beeîî isalated froin eaclî otlier, and are wandering alone. 'Thussanie scientists care for truth; and their trutli is pitiless. Tlîus sanie hunianitari.ans only care for pity; and their pity is aften uintmthftil."The book is welI-written, and the style is fascinating. OlcI truiths are put inistrange and ramiantic ways, and the apparent novelty of miany a situt lion describ-e(l compels the readers ta eagerly follow ta the end.
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