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into activity, that inspire him with lofty ideas. While he
a‘Pplies himself diligently to the cultivation of his facul-
ties and the acquisition of knowledge, it is the benefit de-
rived from breathing this atmosphere which constitutes
one of the main advantages of residence for a term of
years at a University. And it is rather in the meetings
of the various societies than in the class-rooms that its in-
fluence is most powerfully felt. Tt is silently and gradual-
ly moulding his intellectual nature after a particular
tYPe, and imparting a tone and vigour to it, just as the
sojourn of an invalid under the sunny sky of Italy gives
him physical strength and activity. ~Qur gocieties have
hitherto been performing their part in the educational
work of the University, and will no doubt continue to ful-
fil their important functions with even greater efficiency.
Pet every student see to it that he redeems the time and
improves the opportunities they offer for culture of a very
valuable kind.
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LITERATURE.

WHAT MEN HAVE SAID ABOUT BOOKS.

“0Oh for a booke and & ghadie nooke,
Fyther in doore oY ont;

‘With the grene leaves whispering overhede,
Or the streete cryes all about.

Where I maie reade all at my ease,

Both of the newe and olde ;

For a jollie goode booke whereon to looke,

Is bettor to me than golde”
. —0ld English Song.

_ “My days among the dead are passed,
Around me I behold,
Where'er these casual eyes are cast,
The mighty minds of old; '
My never-failing friends are they,

With whom I converse, day by day.”
—Southey.

“These are the masters who instruct us without rods
and ferules, without hard words and anger and without
roach them they are not asleep ; if

money. If you app
they conceal noth-

%“Vesﬁga,ting, you interrogate them,
Ing; if you mistake them, they never grumble ; if youare
ignorant, they cannot laugh at you.”—Bishop of Durham.

“] have friends whose society is extremely agreeable to
me ; they are of all ages, and of every country. They
have distingnished themselves both in the cabinet and in
the field, and obtained high honors for their knowledge
_ of the sciences. It is easy to gain access to them, for they
are always at my service, and I admit them to my com-
pany, and dismiss them from it whenever I please. They
are never troublesome, but immediately answer every
question I ask them. Some relate to me the events of
past ages, while others reveal to me the secrets of nature.
Some teach me how to live, and others how to die. Some
by their vivacity, diive away my cares and exhi
spirite ; while others give fortitude to my mind, snd teach
me the important lesson how to restrain my desives and

to depend wholly on myself. They open to me, in ghort,

the various avenues of all the arts and sciences, and on
in all emergencies.”—

their information I may safely rely i
Petrarch.

larate my .

«And as for me, though that I konne but lyte,

On bokes for to rede I me delyte,

And to him give 1 feyth and full credence,

And in myn herte have him in reverence,

So hertoly, that there is game noon,

That fro my bokes makath me to goon,

Rut yt be seldom on the holy day,

Save, cortynly. when that tho monthe of May

Is comen, and that I here the foules synge,

And that the floures gyunen for to sprynge,

Farewel my boke, and my devocion.”
__Chaucer in Legende of Goode Women.

« (Ve see then hiow far the monuments of wit and learn-
ing are more durable than the monuwents of power, or of
the hands. For have not the verses of Homer continued
twenty-five hundred years, or more, without the loss of &
gyllable or letter ; during which time, infinite palaces,
temples, castles, cities, have been decayed and demolish-
ed? Itis notpossible to have the true pictures or statues
of Cyrus, Alexander, Cmesar ; no, nor of the kings or great
personages of much later years ; for the originals cannot
Inst, and the copies cannot but lose of the life and truth.
But the images of men’s wits and knowledges remain in
books exempted from the wrong of time, and capable of
perpetual renovation. Neither are they fitly to be called
images, because they generate still, and cast their seeds
in the mind of others, provoking and causing infinite ac-
tions and opinions in succeeding ages ; so that if the
invention of the ship was thought so noble, which carrieth
riches and commodities from place to place, and conso-
ciatheth the most remote regions in participation of their
fruits ; how much more are letters to be magnified, which,
as ships, pass through the vast seas of time, and make
ages so distant to participate of the wisdom, illumina-
tions, and inventions, the one of the other 7~ Bacon.

HEINRICH HEINE,

Philistinism /—Wwe have not the expression in English.
Perhaps we have not the word because we have so much
of the thing At Soli, I imagine, they did not talk of
golecisms ; and here, at the véry head-quarters of Goliath,
nobody talks of Philistinisw.  The French have adopted
the term epicier, (grocer,) to designate the sort of being
whom the Germans designate by the term Philistine ; but
the French term—besides that it casts & slur upon & re-
gpectable class, composed of living and susceptible mem-
bers, while the original Philistines are dead and buried

k, in itself much less apt and
expressive than the German term. Efforts have been
made to obtain in English some term equivalent to Phil-
ister or epicier; Mr. Carlyle has made several such efforts:
ssrespectability with its thousand gigs,” he says —well,
the occupant of every one of those gigs is, Mr. Carlyle
means, & Philistine. However, the word respectable is far
too valuable a word to be thus perverted from its proper:
meaning ; if the English are ever to have a word for the
thing we are speaking of,—and so prodigious are the
changes which the modern spirit is introducing, that even
we English ghall perhaps one day come to want such a
word,—1 think we had much better take the term Philis-

long ago—is really, I thin

tine itself.
Philistine. must have originally meant, in the mind of

those who invented the nickname, a strong, dogged, un-



