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Our Pblie Publie meîî have a gread deal to conterai

Men, against. They are tlattered and niagnified
by the press of their own party and abused

and depreciated by the press of the other party. Men who
read the papers of one side onlyv ami their number is large
-get such crooked views of public men and( affairs that lie
who attempts to miake them see straiglit attempts a t'isk as
impossible as it is thankless. On the other hand those wlio de-
termine to read both Governuient and Opposition journals are
apt to wax cynical and to believe the statements of nieither
side. In any event the public mnan suffers, and îîothinlg lie
does or says is estimated at its real worth or significance.
We believe that the maj,)ritv of out publie men desire noth-
ing more than tairplay. They suffer from mnisrepresentatioii
to a greater extent than any other <'lass in the coînîîîunity.
Especially is this the case withi men in oflice. Their position
is difficuit enough without the base interpretation whichi is
too often placed upon their words and deeds. Nothing can be
more cruel, nothing cati be more harnîful to tbe people, than
the incessant implication of unworthy or interested motives
on the part of those to whose care is commnitted the gox ern-
ance of the country. For this reason THE WEEK makes it its
especial ain -to consider impartially acts of Ministers of
State, be they Federai or Provincial, Liberal or Cons-ervative
and flot to take for granted that any charge is nieessarily
truc because it is made. It is only fair to take for granted
that the different Governments are doing the best they ean
for the welfare of the country. We mnay think they are flot
devoting enough attention to someo matters oif national
importance, to whichi we refer elscwhere, but there ought to
be the least possible display of miere Partisan fault finding.

Tt will be remnembered tlîat the newspapers
Lord Saisbur-y
Misrepresented. of Noveruber 28th containied a cabie des-

patch giving a brief résumé of Lord Salis-
bury's speech to the important deputation from the WVesleyan
Confcreîice wiîich waited uponi the Prime M.ýinister the prc-
vions, day oui the subJeet of national priînarv education. This

(lespatch mnade it appeLi that Lord Salisbury received Che
<leputation iii a cold and haughby way, and spake rougiy
to its ieiners, afteî' the inanner of Jo)seph to bis brethren,
but froin distinctly other nuotives. We can find no trace of
aIl thisý in the full reports of tlîe proceedings whiclî appear
in The Tiînes of Noveunher 29tli. On tCic contrary, we find,
as we expected to find, every consideration dispiaycd for' the
opinions and wisýhes of the (leputatiori. Lord Salisbury said
that lie agi'ee1 almnost entirely xvith tiiose who lîad spekea as
to the grievance wbichi exists -that where there is a con-
siderabie number of Nonconformist children, tbey miay be
in such a position tbat they must have either a religious
teaching wlîich they do not believe or no religious teacbing
at ail. H1e hiad always considered it "la very serious one,"
aîîd wouid be glad te sec any means adopted te reinedy "lthis
most lamentable state of things." As a possible and alter-
native remedy Lord Salisbury would encourage ffic establislh-
ment of voiuntary denominational schoois by Nonconformists,
and wouid give them a full measure of public assistance. But
the proposai of the Bisbop of Bath and Wells is to be pr@-
ferred. Hie suggests that where no other scbool accommo-
dation exists except the Churcb school, Nonconformist
ministers or teachers, duly qualified, should be granted
admission, under proper regniation, to the Churcli sehool
and be aliowed to give religious instruction in a separate
ciass room, or other available building to the pupils entered
as belonging to their own denomination. Lord Salisbury is
right in saying that this question of religious instruction
in sehools is one of the most difficuit problems wbîch ever
beset any community.
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The latest speech of Lord R{oberts, as
Britalo in the t h e okSnogî,t

Eaist. reported oteNwYrSuugi o
wake up the Engiish people and all and

sundry whio are connected withi thein if they can be waked up.
Genieîal Roberts is not an alarmist an l he îiever piays te
the gallery. What hie says is this: Il If England intends to
inaintain bier commercial suprcmnacy iii the East she nmust be
prepai'et for events even more startling and unexpected l an
those whicli have occurred durîng the past twelve îîîonths."
H1e poinited luis remarks by urging the English people flot
enlly to look after tlueir uîavy but to keep their army rcady
for action. Hie believes, as ail far-seeing watchers of coi'
relit events believe, that India is threatenied. The readers
of a Canadian journal may ask :'I Well, what then ?What
have xve got to do with that ?" The answer is, whîen [ndia
is tbreatened Canada is threatened. When England stands
solitary and ait bay Canada, Australia, T he Cape, New Zea-
land mnust ail] look out for trouble. Whiat then is Canada's
duty ? In these colunins we have struck rio uncertaiji note.
Wbiat we have wvrittcn lias beensent fortht under a deep seîîse
of responsibîlity and was hased upon reliable information.
V/e repeat wbat we have said alrea<ly. The timies are more
than critical, and Caniadians cannot prepare tee soon for
any einergency.

A considerable anieunt of attention iii the
canslian literary circles of G-reat Britain and the

Uinited States is being bestowed at present
Uvon cor land. The question o>f Caniadian copyright ani
the visit of Mr'. Hall Caine to tlîis country have brought
unto prominence the fact that we have authorsA and publisbi
crs of oui' own, pî'oducing work tlîat is woî'tly the Vaine of
literatui'e amd putting it before the publie in attractive
fori- a fact of which tianv educated Anglo-Saxons appeai'
to ]lave been deeply ignor'ant. A very pretty nulliher
of nox els and short stories have lately had the great
I )ominion foi' tîeiî' sceuies tf action.* Ii illustration of tîliis
we need only mentioni the work of sucu îistiîuguislîed Cana-
dian authors as G4ilbert Par ker , Robert Bar', Miss Dougaîl,
and .Jolin Mackie. Theii' books, hoxveveî', have, for' the'
iost part, been pul)lislied in England. StilI, our own pub-
lisbing biouses have heen gradually winning more recogni-
tion. We have receivcd froin the publishei', William Briggs,
a copy of Il Old Man Savarin, and Other Stonies," which has
i)een printed ami hound iii a style quite eî1ual to the best
London and New Yor'k publislîing bouses. Mi'. Thîomson's
now widllvknown collection of stories was reviewed in THE

WiEK by Mr'. Arclîibald Laînpman iminediateiy on its pub-
lication. The author's gifts are mnany. [Ris style is excel-
lent and bis work racy of the sou. The best of the stories
have Canada for their setting, an d the pictures of tbe
"Waterloo Veteî'an," of IlOld Mail Savarin " and of "Great

Godfrey's Lament," leave a clear-cut impr'ession on the
mnid. Such books flatter our national pri(lc, and, like
Oliver Twist, we ask for more. Ainongst other books whichi
deserve speciai mention and which have been publishcd
recently in Toronto, are IlEtchings from a Parsonage Veri'
andah," IlForest, Lake, and Prairie " and IlPeanîs and
Pebbles." '-Kim Biler" comes to us f rom British Columbia
-a notable novel wbich we reviewed the other day. Dr-
Bourinot's last book iý, a very marked success from every
point of view. Tndeed, the literary activity of tbe Dominion
is becoming conspicuous. In theology, bistory, poetry, science,
and in contributions to periodicais, Canadians are winning a
coveted position. There are many chapters in our national
bistory and many features in our national life which appeal
to the imagination and make of the Dominion a happy hunt.


