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leekinig ta obliterate crime, we degrade the

public Oense. Second, we cannot forget the
effet upon the executioner who administers

t'Puflishment. Can he do sncb a service
for a Peice and escape serious degradation '1
Th,,C Picture presented by the application of
a very aged man to be permitted ta act as
executioner inth case of a convict sen-
tetiCed tà capital punishment the other day
in Ontario, for the sake of a few dollars, is
as 'uggestive as it is pitiable. A similar
degradation occurs whenever an individual
"S hired ta wield the lash on a culprit sen-
terlc8d te the whipping--post. if either
capital Punishment or fi )gging are ta be
Prescribed by the court,4, it is a serious ques-

tian wbý1ethe,. the punishment should not be
'O~f~ted directly by an officer of the court

-"'t by a man hired for the occaiion.

There is go miuch, bath in the su)j aect
"'I spirit Of Mr. Burton's Il Reply," in our

last number, with wbich we are in hearty
tylrOpathy that we should gladly let *i pas8
Without further comment were it not that
It eetn8 proper ta set ourselves right in a

Muatt81. in regard ta which we are particu-
aryanxjaus not ta be rnisunderstood, be-

pause we deem it of the very first impor.
ce.26 Lgt us premise that we are not

dlscUssing a question of theology, as such,
lit are 'merely trying ta maire clear aur

eeasonsa for thinking that religion cannaot
bê( tang 1 in public schools, under St ate
ClUtrol. Mr. Burton regrets that TUE

"slt I hould lend itef ta the streagth
ellî1g Of two popular fallacies, vi z, that

tha'llit and religion are~ separable, and
8ýat telatter is inseparable froni denomi-

11tonaI dog-n a." Ji religion separable
Irotn norality I We answer I e.

Though religion cannot exist without mor-
ality, it is quite conceivable that morality

'Uyexist without religion. We do nlot

0WWhether we could agrea upoL a close
ýefnitiOn of religion, but we may surely

ethat religion cannot exist witbout
Positive belief in the existence and

%ttribute of a God. Hence neither an
nor an agnostie can be heldi ta be,

"" ordinaxy sense of tbe word, "lreligi-
But it would be cusy ta point ta

CÛIPuu instances, among the living
«I11: the dead, in which bath atheists and

'8'ieare and have lven men of uniini-
lI8acha')le niorality-practicing the pre-

chpeOf"lavity, honesty, patriotism and
trtt[ulnessi" Nor is the distinction te-

teute two things bard ta define. Mor-
%ity ha8 ta do with conduct, religion with

bItv-Morality pertains ta action, reli-
Elrgiontt character. Morality is external,

k oniflternal.' A man who thoroughly
leves that idHonesty is the best Policy '

knlyb Srictly uprigbt in bis dcalings, yet

beart be the very opposite of reli-
~in the usual acceptation of the word.

ti, religion inseparable from denomina-

dOgma ? If we take Ildogma " in its

proper sense, as denating a settled opinion
or belief, and admit that religion relates ta
God, the answer is clear. Religion muet
impîy sanie particular belief wvith regard ta
the cbaract ýr and attributes o! Odi. That
belief is a dogma. And, inasmucb as it is
well known that no expression can be given
ta such a belief, by any one class of the re-
ligiaus, which will not b) dissented froin
by others who cla' n ta be equally religiaus,
the dogma is no sooner put inta words than
it becomes a denominational dogma. This
may be made clear by reference ta Mr.
Burton's lait article. Striving ta find a
basis in religion for the iiivrality hie would

have taugbt in tbe schools-and, by the
way, it is noteworthy Chat in go doing hie

himself unwittingly concedes that the twa
things are separable-he ultimately finds
that b--sis in a power, nat ourselves, which.
makes for rigbteousness along the lina of
love, and adds, "lThat power we name God,

and the Christian God is Love." But ]et
the teacher lay down that dogma in the
school and teacb it ta the children as the

e3senc3 of religion and hae would quickly
find himself in a cauldron of denominational

cantraversy. "lThat is but one side o! the
truth," many would exclaini, Iland hence a
mischievaus half-truth. God's justice, bis
abharrence af sin, and so forth, are just as

mucb attributes of bis character as bis
love." This is bit ana of several reasons
why religion cannot, as religiaus people
are at present constituted, be ta6ught in the
State echools. Thase wha think it indis-
pensable will have ta faîl back upon pri.
vate-not separate-schoals. Others, and
probably the great majority, will content
themselves with the next best tbing, and
try ta procuire tý,achers who know how ta
train the tender consciences of the child by
constant referenec ta bis sense of right and
wrang, trustincg to the raligiaus t 3acbing hae

receives in the home, the church, the Sun-
day-school, etc., t) supply the foundation
which ha hinisal!, assuming bum in every
respect competent-a large assumption-
may not at ýempt ta lay in expgt'cal or

dogmatic teaching. But for the Govern-
ment ta authorize and require a public
school teacher ta teach Il with autbority "
an alleged religious fact or principle is ta
vialate the rights o! every parent wbo does
not positively accept that fact or princi-
pIe.

THE NORTH-WEST QUESTION.

Mr. Dalton McCartby bas lost no time

in re-introducing bis North-West Bill
in the Dominion Ilouse o! Commons. The
relations now exieting between bun and the

Government leave little roorn ta doubt tbat
he will this tume do bis utmost ta pusb the
matter ta a successful issue. The prompt-

ness and vehemence witb wbicb Mr.

Devlin picked up the gauntlet which ha
fancied bad been fiung upon the floar a!

Parliament, bodes ill for the tonde of future
discussions. And yet the Bill, on its face,
simply proposes ta recagnize the people of
the N orth-West as having reached the posi-
tion, in point o! population and intelligence,
at which tbey should be accorded the saine
rigbts in regard ta local legislation whicb

are secured ta other Provinces by the con-

stitution. Wby sbould they nat ? If any-
ane were disposedl ta take the view that the
people of the North-West are not yet numer .

aus enough ta be entitled ta contrai the
local legislation o! sa vast a territory, there

migbt be roani for argument on that point.
But the contention of those wbo go strongly
oppose the measure does not rest on this
ground. The objections urged would evi-
dently be urged na legs strongly did the

prairies cantain ten timoýs or twenty times

the prescrnt number o! settlers. The view
is, evidently, that for saine reason the

North-West Territories and Provinces are
nat entitled now, and will not be entitled

at any future tume, ta the enjoyment of the
saine rights in respect ta the contrai af
their educational policy which are enjoyed
hy aIl the other Provinces, except Ontario

and Quebec, whose liberties are restricted
by mutual agreement. One can but wond-
der what Mr. Devlin, Mr. Tarte, and thase
who think with theni, would propose ta, do
wben the Territories shalH have became, as
we nîay not unreasonably hope they may

become before many yeare, equal in popula-

tion ta Quebec itself, with a disparity per-

haps greater than that wbich now existe
between the mass of the settiers and those
who have any special desire for the perpet.

uation of the Frenchi language in public

documents, or the denominational systeni in
public schools. It is devident that the tume
is not far distant wben the idea of ruling
the country froni Ottawa, in respect ta
those local matters whiclî are placed by the
Constitution unider Provincial control,
would be absurd, if it is not already so.

When, two or three years since, we

discussed a simular question with reference
ta Manitoba, we faIt it necessary to do so an
qitite diflrent grounds frani.those upan

wbich the present discussion must be car-

ried on. The crucial question was thien ana
of constitutional int-rpretation. We
were at that tume utterly unable ta admit
that thera had existed in the lied River
country, prier ta its absorption in the Con-

federation, anything in.the nature o! Separ-
ate Scheele under legislative sanction, such
as could give colaur ta the contention that
the abolition of such scbools was in viola-
tion of the rights secured ta the Roman
Catholic minority by the weIl-known pro-
visions of the British North America
Act. That contention bas been finally dis-
posed of by the bigbest judiciai authority in
the realim. No one will, we venture ta say,
dlaim that the principle underlying, that
decision does nat apply with even greawer
clearnes te the Territories.
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