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44<S)CIAL questions are supreme." So said a leading
NOn-Conforruist preacher at the opening of one of

the' great May meetings of the churches in England a year

and aalf ago, and his words gave the key-note to the

101sosover which he pmsided. Those words were

Ute"Cho of the voice which bas been going forth from

80MeOf the nîost ind uential pul pits of botb the Established

8at1d the, Non-Confoî.mist churches in Englaud for years

Pst The saine note has, too, been taken up by a few

'ead'Irs of Christian thought in the United States. Al

Welou to the noble prelates and preachers who like Dm.

aeaetiin England, and Bishop Huntîngton, in America,
< leitbe. f ailed to perceive nor shunned to declare

the namu of lîumanity " that Ilthere are social sins and

hlnnequities which have a more urgent and imperative

el%3rnO01 the consideration of ecclesiastical cou oils anid of

'*eekiY sermons, than any questions of discipline, ritual,

hYvInologZy or predestination." These men-and it is the
eOlle and reproach of modern Christianity that their

1 18be ~ 80 sinal--bave donc and are doing, we venture,

8ay, fmore to bring the true Christian ethics fron
eendOwn toe arth, and more to re-vindicate the dlaim

etei8tnty to the faith of the struggiing and suflering

Stban ai the profoundest theological disquisitions,

rii th'-'Most eloquent eulogies of piety and virtue in

ah(abtracti have effected in a century past, or caîs effect
a 'cetury to couic. These rnen's eyes are opened to the

Qs.[ tate of society as it exists near th;- close of this

divleR century. Thi se men, too, have not only the

th "5Y Inpatby with suffering humanity which has nerved
4tto explore the deptlis of wretchedness in which
le 1d of thousands of their brethren and sisters-for

tbîeh , ible calîs tbem-are wearing out an existence

he s ltleen3s almost a mockery to caîl life, but tbey

aIs20 the no less divine courage which emboldens them

ar teOt and hold up to view, in the sunlight of the

rr~on the Mount, the fruitful source and cause of al

~ ~"8ry, hat cause they do not hesitate to describe

' odas hqmnau ffelfishiess, selfishness rooted and
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floîîrisbing in the heartsî of capîtalists aud e-mployers of various churches

abour-the mloney-grabbers of every description who are sucb acts of bas(

one~ of the products of the age, and many of wboni occupy or winked at ?

the foremost seats in iuxurious bouses of worship. But great principles

these men go furtiier and lay tbe axe, it may be boped, at code of morais

the root of the tree, by exposing tbe truc character of that sîstently and fea

mueteeuth century feticb, which was appropriately callcd those wbo sit i

by Rev. E. A. Oliver, in bis striking sermon at St. Simion's froîn week to

Church, in this city, on Sunday last, "T'he Great God of soon becouîe pol

Competition." Afrer this allusion it is ulneessary to with their pull

add that the preceding thougbts bave been suggcsted by the for doîng meligio

reading of that sermon. We have often wondýr d Chat dtity to teacb

these great social questions, which arc moving so deeply wbatever eIsc it

the minds and hearts of many of the foremost clergymen citizcnsbip.

in England and of some in the United States, bave

attracted so littie attention in Canada. l'le areat billows fLE ARLY it

of thought and feeling, whicb are overwhelmiug some of t, J sucb, neiti

the noblest minds and hearts in the Mother Country, teem party political

to I.ecome attcnuated to the merest ripples before they moral considera

reacb our shores. It may be the fault of our own want of tain that the St

observation, but wc do not remember to have hefome read cîergy the utm

or heard a sermon from a Toronto pulpit toucbing these miay be vemy wî

intenEely living questions in the manner and spirit ~itn a b q

which tbey were deait witb by Mr. Oliver in the sermon In Canada the

wbich was noticed in most of the Monday morning papers. equality are his
We congratulate the cloquent preacher on having called repcsrty

attention so pointudiy to the great question, religions as oupriua

well as social, of tbe day. We hope that he will continue pose that any(

tIhe work so well begun and that many others will follow tin ofitr

bis example. wcre they, or 9

the advocacy o

TRE su called Il Ministem's Movement " for the deliver- stripe. An ul

ance of the city of New York from Tammany rule, by a Nova Sc

wbicb unfortunately for the city endcd in defeat at tbe lutter written

mucent elections, bas gîven ise to an iutcresting discussion pamishioners nt

wîth regard to the proper relation of the clcrgy to politics. thought, saved

The question evidently has two aspects quite distinct from defeat. But i

each other. It may be looked at fromn the view point of main inducein

the churches, or from that of the citizens. Toucbing the pmecisely of tb

former the policy of the clcrgy in most parts of Canada is canvassurs, an

prctty clearly marked out by the law of expediency, and selveS.IL is

can scarceiy be considered on its merits, the fact being tChat and impulses

in most congregations botb political parties are usnaily so can have inuc

well mcpresented that any attempt of the clergyman to appeals and th~

bring pulpit or vcstry influence to bear in favour of eitbem standard of1

candidate would inevitably lead cither to the dismissal of noue of bis rig

the pastor or to the disruption of the cbnmcb. This fact ,Id it would 1

would make it eminently unwisc, if not utturly imprac- late to do wba

ticable-to say notbing of its consistency or otberwisc The only quesi

witb the spiritual functions of the churches and the great right of the c

ends for wbîch they avowedly cxist-for the Canadian their professih

clergy to atteînpt to exert, any influence in tbeir professional practice of th

capacity on the aide of cither party or candidate. But we of the Roman

may venture to doubt wbethur eitbcr the politically mixed ilone are belie

character of its adhements, or the spiritual motives and with tlîi ii

aims of the cburch itsclf, should prevent the occupant of ini somne mcast:

the pulpit fromn bringing ail] the combined influence of bis spirituial intmr

office and bis persoual character and eloquence to bear for species of unè

the moral education of his heamers in regard to thuir duties luîws. An ah)

and responsibilities iii political as well as in business and* this partictilar

social1 life. Is there îîot reason to fear that this duty of foirce and acut

the pastoral office is in too many cases neglectud or vince the peol

sbunned ? Lt cati bardly be denied that the political. weapon for in

moralitly of a considurabie proportion of Canadian electors, bu permittedj

including, there is meason to fear, many habituai cburch- The question

goers, and even active churcb members, is at a deplorabiy cussed on ger

low ebb. 1-ow cisc is it possible to interpret the facts good deal to 1

that are constaaâtly being brought to iight in our election make use Of

courts, facts whicb. should briug tbe blush of shame and stitionus paris]

tise flush of indignation to the cbeèk of every honest Cana- deciaae that

dian? It is, unhappily, not nccessary to go back more the defraudeé

Chan a very few day.s or weeks in our pohitical bistory in a man's persc

Ontario for illustrations of otîr meaning. Lt can hardly

be doubted, we tbink, that this uubiushing buying and

selling of votes is in very many cases due more to the lack TH1E returt

of moral education than to utter unscrupulousnuss. Some-T in Napi

how 0- other, many a man, wbo would be tolerabiy uprigbt ment victorii

in regard to ordinary business transactions, secins to see ment. Napi

no moral wrong in selliug, or bribiug anotber to seli bis of the Oppok

1political birthright; his national manhood, for filtbv lucre, cause of this

[Could such a state of things exist if the pulpits of the A, satisf4ctoi
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srang as they should with denunciation of

mness and corruption, by whomsoever done

Is there not reason to believe that if the

of New Testament morals-the highest

îthe world bas ever known--w-re per-

arlessly brought home to the consciences of

in the pews from Sunday to Sunday, and

week, the occupation of the lîriber would

itically unprofitable? Surely the churches,

pits, Sunday schools, and other machinery

ous work, should regard it as a part of their

their adherents that genuine Christianity,

Lmay mean, means honest and conscientious

is one thing to conclude that the clergy, as

,er can nor should take part directly in

contests, unlesa cornpelled by the highest

tions ; but is quite another thiug to main-

ate, as such, has any right to deny to the

nost freedom of action in the matter. It

ong politically for the State to forbid what

.aIly wrong religiously for the clergy to do*

principles of absolute religions liberty and

ýppily pretty weIl understood, and in most

flrinly establisbed. Wiùh the exception of

Church, the Roman Catholic, we do flot sup-

ianadian Parliamnent or Legisiature would

fering with the freedom of the clergy, even

any number of them, to use their pulpits for

of partisan politics of the most pronounced

eiiviable notoriety has recently been gained

cotian Bishop, through the publication of a

Iby biim to influence the judgments of bis

tthe last general election, which letter, it is

the present able Minister of Justice froni

it will be found on exaînination that the

ent4 held outI, y the ltter ini question are

e saine kind as those often used by other

d even by Ministers of t.he Crown thern-

simply an appeal to the avaricious instincts

of bisi parishioners No thoughtfnl persois

eh doubt as to the moral (1uality of such

heii pernicions effeýcts in lowuring tbe general

political inorality. But a ý,lurgyinafl loses

bhts of citizens.hip on entering b18 profession,

be absurdly unjust to forbid a priest or pre-

at any other citizen înay do witb impunity.

ïtion that can be soberly argued touching the

clergy to the utmnost freedomn in the use of

înal influence is that wbjch concerfis the

it spiritual intimidation which ecclesiastics

iCatholic Cburch alone caus use, because they

ved to bave power to follow their parishioners

ilenoe beyond the boumne, and to deterînine,

Ire, their bappiness in the future state. This

nidation is, as is well knovn, regaried as a

due influence, and as such forbidden by our

le correspondent of THE WEEK has criticized

,characteristic of our election laws witb much

m-ten, but we dotibt if bu will be able to con-

1e of Canada that the f rep use of this inighty

rluencing weak and supergtitious elec tors can

without serions danger to Canadian interests.

is really saci generis and can hardly be dis-

,neral principles, and there is undoubtedly a

be said un both sides. But sbould a priest

the saine spiritual terrors to deprive a super-

iioner of bis property, few would besitate to

the law should step in for the protection of

d.Why should society he readier to protect

unal property than bis political liberties i

Iof Mr. Paradis, the Government Candidate

ierville, adds another to the series of Govern-

is in bye-elections during the present Parlia-

erville was regarded as one of the strongholds

sitou in the Province of Quebec. What is the

aunexpected change in its political sentiments?1

ry answer to the question i8 not easy to fiud,

-- ý -à


