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East anti the voices in the West crying aloud in the hearing of ever-increas
ing multitudes that a change mnust corne. And when it dees corne wi
know that a gooti des.] must go, ainongst it certain quaint olti forrns thai
have grown dear to us perhaps. Andi so, in the reflecteti light of fine
teenth Century legisiative procedüre, as it is in our neiglhours' capital foi
instance, w here the legisiators corne te order, lîke se mnany school-boys, ai
the tap of the Speaker's ferule andi the calling of the roll, and where th(
cuspadore testifies ail day loug te at least one blessing put within genera
reach by a democratie form of government, every act of stately tieference
acquires a new importance and every krîee-buckle shines with an individu
ally valuahie lustre.

It is a scene well worth a journey te iies.s, net only for its dignity
anti importance iii itself as illustrating Canadian comprehension of the fit
ness of things, and as symbolic of our relation te the greatest of earthI)
Powers, but 1or the lesser reasons cf its brilliancy as a picture, its de]ightfu
rococo suggestion in the matter cf costumes, its miate rial ization, for a fleetini
moment, cf the impressions that are fading, for most cf us, between th(
pages of the school histories. It is soniething te see that unwieldy brasi
"lbauble," the mace, borne in by the sergeant-at-arm's deputy anti laid upon
its cushieus on the table in the niist of the gowneti clerks, and te roflect
upon ail that has been donc anti undone by its authority in debates whicli
stili echo round the world. This inace cf ours, by thde way, is saiti uponi
Mr. iBourinot's authority te be the saie u.4et in the old Legislative Counicil
cf Canada, it having beiî gavedi frocu the general destruction cf 1849 by
one Botterol; se it is worthy our uiost respectful cbnsitieration on its own
account as well as on its antecedents'. Nor is it wholly unprofitahle to
gaze upon that solemn functionary, the Black Rod, in the exorcise cf bis
voluntary vertebral humiliation, remenibering the portentieuisness cf bis
office in ethor days, anti the long bistorical succession cf his bows.

Before the Governor-General, as he takes the Speech from the baud cf bis
aide-de. camp, and lif ts bis pluinet ibat in acknowledgmient cf the* dignity cf
the IlHonourablo Gentlemen cf the ~cae"lies a very creditable represen-
tation cf the Canadian social structure. The Premier anti bis Ministers, the
Major-Genoral cf Militia, anti a fewv disting1uished visitors representing
officiai emninence frein one or more cf the Provinces, are grcuped about himi.
At the foot cf the tiîrone-chair sit the jutiges cf the Supreme Court on our
modern adaptation of the- wooisack, iii their scarlet robes and capes and
ermine hoods. The Senators occupy the insîde row cf seats, bebind them
their wives, daughters or lady frientis in ail their bravest apparel. Corning
as they do from ail parts cf the Dominion these ladies, amcng whom are
included the members' wivcs, miake an interestingly typical assemblage,
and one which few Canadians woulti fail te point te with pride anti satis-
faction. The seats at the lower ceti o? the Sonate Chamiber are filled with
the clergy anti notable viisitors, wbere the tightly-buttoaîed frockcoat cf the
western evangelist brushes the ricb purple vestinents cf Monseigneur.
Behinti the bar throug, the Comimons, anti tbrough the crow i may bu seen
the acuteiy intelligent faces cf many cf the cieverest mec on the Canadian
press. Over it ail there is a superb surface play o? colour anti glitter ; but
the mest casual observer dtietet qinter this the principal elements cf a
social composite which is as reasonable iu theory, lis abounding in eppor-
tunity, anti as honourably put together as any in the worid. lis Excel-
lency, iii contempiating the assemblage caileti forth by the Ilopening cf the
House," fintis in the answering regard a strong expression cf national
indiv iduality.

The only other public event of social importance last weck was Satur-
day evening's " Drawing-room," wherc Their Excellencies received the
respects cf a procession cf people who were exactly oue heur in passing a
given point cf the guhemnatomial presence. It was an exceptionally brul-
liant affair, although to the individual it consisteti cf but two brief cour-
tesies, a bow in return, anti a smnile perhaps, if ho were favoureti witb
Viceregal recognition. The chie? satisfaction derivable was te ho bati in
the galleries, where the onlookers who bati donc their duty discovemeti
wbat a large chapter iu the bock cf buman nature might be reati ii a
gesture cf deference. ht reinintietioet, a littie cf the astonishing table cf
contents George Merediith put into the rnouth cf that clever woman cf his
who says cf Ilthe Egoist," 'lYeu sec he bas a leg."

Nothing important is expecteti at 'lthe Buildings " for severai days,
the Heuse baving adjourneti to-day after a sitting cf fifty minutes. The
Fisheries Debate, uipon which. se inuch mucre interest anti energy will he
concentrateti than upon any ether during the Session, wili corne on scon,
but net immediately, the anucuncemient baving( been matie te day that
sundry important papers hati not yet been receiveti.
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THx Flaymarket Theatre, crammeti with aIl sorts cf interestiug people,
was a curieus sight the cpening niglit of Pariners, anti preseuteti as gay
anti pleasant a picture cf the present-day playbouse as any one coulti wish
te sec. The popular imauager's frientis overfloweti both stalls anti boxes,
and even condesceudeti te occupy the plebeian dress circle-a spot solely
tenanteti as a rule by Clapbam in reti opera cloaks, or Belsize Park in
square black gowns,-and the energy with which the acters aud actresses
were chee-eti by vociferous clapping iii anti eut cf season was sornething
deiightful te hear. But how littlc this portion cf a first night's audience
are te ho trusteti. Ari, they hlintied by affection, these kinti hearted stalîs
anti boxes, this blaudly-smiliug gallant dress-circle? Inl the pit, or in the
great hot gaileries close te the chandelier in the roof, the verdict o? the

crowd-a verdict which it is grirniy saiti is always wrong as regards art-
was curiously different te that expresseti by the Ilgigmanity " wbo
appiaudeti all througb the tedious tive acts, tbrough the lon-tirawn dm11

*uufoiding of the plot. Thero the yeuugc clerks anti olti clerks, sbopmen
1.from Wbitely's, caretakers frein City offices, girls serving in Marsball's, girls

b on whom Howell anti James depenti, could hartily conceal their yawns,
anti compareti notes witb each other as te the merîts cf The Golden Ladder,

1or Plie Bells e/ liasle otere as epposeti te the play they were witnessing.
They wero neitherimnpatient uer rude, considcring their provocation. Once
at the beginning the immense applause wben Miss Marion Terry appeareti
was cut short by a voice fromn the Upper Circles remarking IlThat's enough
for te r," anti at the cuti, when the stails demoaieti the author, thon the galle-
ries crieti eut that hie was net wanted ;anti a few woî-ds, the reverse of com-
plimentary, werc atidresseti te tîme lagig usiia but beonti this nothino'
coulti ho said against the bebaviour cf those whom the Reverenti Alexander
Carlyle (one cf the best cf the last century chroniclers) was went te call

> lthe commons." They were as attentive as, if rather wiser than, we were:
lias nature miade tbem as gooti critics ?Mr. Anstey's IlVoces Populi " in
P Iunchî arc echoes, as genuine as the voices we listen te through the tele-
phono. That one cami swear: 'but iii the boxes as well as in the pit feehish

*reinarks, oit the performance are the mule, net the exception. The little
*kîîowletge-that dangerous gif Cwhich educateti classes possess enables

thun te express botter what tlîey inean, but 1 think the canaille (do yeu
lîke that uncivil olti word î) are as quick as we are at feeling what they
know te i>e truc. One persoxi in twenty is more sensible than bis ueigh-
heurs: take that twentieth mxan in 4tail anti galiery, anti their verdict wiiî
coincide iu spite of the tiifference ln their graininar. At Pariners Mr.
Tree's estimable, if tboughtless f rientis, succeedeti iii expressing their gooti-
wiil towardts hlmii anti bis pieee but wben tbcy are ne longer there en
masse the reai opinion of the theatre-geer will net fail te make itself
boarti. 1 sawv Buchanan walkinig restlessly up anti town, up anti town,
the coirrider hctween th(- at-ts :andi Irving's second boy, a bantisoîne lad o?
sixteeu, witiî a creaiiîcoloure(i coimplexion antijet black hair, loungoti in a
box xvith the Býancrofts anti Mrs. Trec ; anti Aima Tadema was net far
frein lue, as was Hiaiilitou Aide ; andi you may be sure Sir Gorgius Midas
anti Mrs. Ponsonlby (le Tonipkyns, Sir Poinpey Bedeil, Grigsby, Sir Peter,
-aIl the familiar Punc/è types-occupieti promninent positions. These, anti
inany mocre, were agreet inl saying that the play was excellent, andi the
acting ail it shoii be, andi titis opinion was repeateti uext day in most o?
tht' papers :but iii spite of that 1 tioubt if this tetiions, iumbering, 6 ve-act
draina can succeeti. Beerbohm-Trce is an admuirable acter, anti ties what
lie eau still Bor gft-ldt xvotld be au intolerable bore off the stage, anti is
deciietily an intoierable bore on it :anti Miss Tommy bas net strength of
cbaracter euough te make one fecli lîterestet in foolish Claire anti ber aim-
legs flirtation ; while thte iest of the coîupany, haviîîg stupiti or unnatural
tlîiugs te say, repeat them stupitily anti unnaturaiiy. Se it came te pass
that whcn 1 left the theatre 1 feit as if I hati spent a fortnigbt there at least,
anti speut it unprofitahly toc : anti the îgalleries saiti as mucb te each other
as they clattereti tiown tbe stono stairs, or stoot in groups about the
niuddy pavements.

It was lu '58 that Dickens, lu a lettor te, Forster, spoke e? the pleasure
Marie Milton-uow Mrs. Bancroft-hati given bini as the boy Pippo, lu
Thte ilaid and thte Magoie. I caîl ber the cleverost girl 1 have ever
set-n on the stage in ruy time,' he says, "lanti tbe most singularly original."
XVc have ail cudorseti tbis opinien since thon. 1 rememuber ber at the
"lPrince cf Wales', anti feel satisfieti that the spirit of seme eue cf the
actresses of Garrick's tirne bas revisiteti the earth lu ber guise. Who wl 1

over cerne near ber in Caste, School, Ours-those ideai cometiies whicb are
te the ortiinary play what Mr. Du Maurier's tirawiugs are te those of the
tiraughtsuîeu o? the Penny Illustrated or Family Ilerald? Who will
ever teuch ber performance o? Nan iia Thte Goed for Nothing, cf the girl
iu Gilbemt's Sweethearts, cf Peg Wofflugton lu Mia8ks and Faces ? Such a
woman ought nover te grow olti. The very toues of ber veice as she
passoti tbrough the Flaymmrket swinging doors the other night matie us
ail turu with a pleaseti stamt, anti she went te ber carniage, fimiled'?on,
greeteti, by those who have laughed anti crioti witb ber times eut cf
number. Wbat will she make o? ber bookt Some people wheu they
take up their pens lose tîmeir identity, anti the littie I have reati o? bers,
short steries, anti sehool girl verse chiefly, makes me think nature left eut
iii ber that literary capacity witb whicb the presont gonoratiori is largelY
endowed. Still the iem airs shoulti ho intcrestiug, anti I bear fac-si miles
cf seme o? Robertsoîî's MS. are te ho givon. 1 remember Robertsou-he
was Mms. Kendal's brother, anti useti te say cf bimself, I ceme of a large
anti diauinited family,"-a tielicate, bright-eyod man, with a reddish beard,
anti the thinnest bauds 1 ever foît ; anti 1 have a recoliecticu of a SuudaY
aftemnoon spont in bis little drawingroom up in St. John's Woodi, wben ho
telti us of a uew comedy ho meant te write, the scene, Italy, lu which the
bore, an artist, was te ho caileti sutidenly from the studio, anti thon au inter-
change of garments was te ho effecteti betweeu the giri-medel, anti 6
young Duchess ln love witb the paintor. Thore was te ho censequent
mystification, but exactly what bappeneti I have ne recollection of.
Robertson dieti a few weeks aftem our visit, o? rapiti consumpticu. I woutier
if ho ever sketched. eut the plot. Ife it was wbo tolti us Dickens couiti
net endure Lord Dundreary (what a batiiy-writton, siily play it was !), that
he saw it but once, anti thon only sat eut twe of the acts, aud this at el
time when the theatre was cmewded week after woek, anti the tewu WaS
ringing with Dundreary jakes. One cannot understand its succese n0W-
atiays, and why Sothern, au admirable acter lu ether parts, condescended
te ruake of himscîf such a buffoon.

Anti new, iuasmucb as trutb is stranger than fiction, 1 waut te tell 7011
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