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THE LIFE OF FAITH.

« We walk hy fai:h and not by sight)?—
( £ 2 Car, H: 7.
‘ i 0 7
oy hings which are not seen are cternal
e o1 2 Cor. 4:18.
{ Thou unseen Spirit-Land !
Vainly I strive thy secrets to explore |
Vainly mv weary hand, -
And dim eye straining to thy silent shore.

e,

i thy vast boundaries li foosug o
et ing spacetmd Time

Oiréline atl worlds. and zon
But thou to mortal eye. 3
Revealest not thy mysteries sublime.

The rozeate morn: the skies
Suffised with sunset’s sad magnificence,
And all with the- that vies,

In beauty, are the thines of Earth and sense.

Yet well [ know thou art,

For oft low.whigpered voices come
And, murmuring, thrill mv heavt
Like etrange, sweet echoes from an un-

known sea.

from thee,

Behind theso wallr of elay, :
0 S;illritunl Worid, thy boundless realms ave
vigh,
And, passing 1 ¢
Depari to theeall things t

ence away :
hat cannot die

Thither the goodand wise
Phither the gentle and the pure are gone,
And, spheved in thy bri bt skies,
Shine on, invisible—from earth withdrawn

All glory, beanty might—
All ﬂhippénf loveliness Mo‘gnt‘*med there--
Beyoud the waste and hlight
Of Time, beyond its sin and toil, and pgave.

And those we see no more,
The friends of other and of vanished years,

The 'oved. snd lost of yore ¢ e
Of whom we think 1ot save with blinding

tears.

Of grief that will not diex-.
Ate all in thee, O Spint-Land.in thee ;
. _And from the eternal sky :
Rehold e, as the stars the mourning sea.

Yet n~t in vain we monn :

“The oleomy dnwn shall glimmer into day ;
Tor tn the self-game bnnrne

We all are taking our returnless way.

We are as children here.

And Elindly in an alien land we voam ;
Yot nearer and more near

Are journeying ever to our Father’s home.

But not by sight, he saith,
15 sdEing Tire wek WD)

{. The things nnseen alone
Eternal are——and blest alone are they
That walk in love of One
Wheo- trod before the strait and narrow way.
" 'We will not. then, repine.:
Serene and patiet. we will wait the close,
Trusting a hand Divine
Will spread the pillow of thy last repose.

" And while the ages fly

Urinnmbered o’er our dark and dreamless sleep
< U @ur Father’s v atehful eye
* Thesilent treasure of the grave shall keep.

And then the dawn—-the day——
. Earth’« Joug-lost myriads bursting from the
. god——
And we from cold decay
Ghall wake to know the love and life of God.
Independent.
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MEMOIR OF DAMASCUS.

““PRESENT CONDITION OE THE CITY.
“The ‘City of Damascus enjoys a grand
pre-eminence’ over all the other ancient
eities that are commemorated in the Serip-
ture history, in the fact that its wealth, its
populousness, its prosperity, and its splendor
continue unimpared to the present day. Al
most all the other ancient Eastern towns,
ahd evén the great capitals that for their
ificence-and their historical renown were
objects of snch universal regard two thou-
sand years ago, are now in a state of melan-
cfmly dilapidation and decay. Some of them
are wholly desolate and i ruins; and in
others, where a little life still seems to lin-
ger, the féeble vitality is-chiefly sustained
by the influx of travellers from distant lands,
who come to yisit the fallen capitals, not for
what they are, but from interest in the
stenes that transpired m them twenty or
thirty centuries ago: Even Jerusalem, at
the present day, seeins to owe its continued
existence almost wholly to the desire of
mankind to visit the spot where Jesus Christ
was crucified. = :

The aspect of desolation and ruin which
reigns Tike a lurid “and’ dismal twilight over
all the lands which are consecrated in the
inspired narratives of our holy religion, gives
to the satisfaction with which the Christian
pilgrim visits them,.in modern times, a very
melancholy tinge. ~"The fields, once so luxu-
riant and fertile, have become vast and bar-
ren.  The sites of ancient villages, once the
abode of industry, happiness, and plenty, are
now, marked by confused and unmeaning
ruins, ;among which the trayeller wanders
perplexed, or sits in silent dejection, vainly
éndeavorimg by his imagination to recon-
struct out of the fallen columns, and broken
walls; and grass covered mounds, that lie be-
fore him, the ancient temples, palaces and
towers that once stood proudly on the spot.
Even those sites which 'still are tenanted as
the abodes of men, present often to the view
only’ grotips 6f denlike dwellings crouchin
anfong ‘tﬁéﬁ%ﬁhﬂ' and‘imposing ruins aroun
them, and filled by inhabitants so degraded,
that the traveller in sojourning among them,
carriés his own habitation with him, choosing
to 'sleep in ‘exposure in his own tent, pitched
without ‘the gates, rather than share the in-
tolerable discomfort and misery that reign
twithin.

" The aspect, however, of Damascus and its
environs is very different from this. The
city stands in the midst of an extended and
very beautiful plain, which is fertilized, and
was perhaps originally formed, by the water,
that descend from the ranges of Mount Le-
banon, lying to the westward of it, From
§ O o NS i H A -

one of the southwesternmost peaks of this
range—Mount Hermon—the traveller who
ascends the summit, obtains a very widely
extended view, overlooking the Mediter-
ranean on the west, the Sea of Galilee and
the mountainous region around it on the
south, and the great plain of Damascus on
the east, extending to the borders of the
desert. A more near and still more beauti-
ful view of the city and of its environs, is to
be obtained from the summit of a hill which
lies to the northward of it, a few miles dis-
tant from the gates. That, portion of the
plain on which the citv is built; is devoted
mainly to the cultivation of fruit, and forms
one wide expanse of orchard and gardens—
so that the domes and minarets of the Mos-
lem architecture of the city rise from the
midst of a sea of foliage and verdure, the
masses of which envelop and conceal all
humbler dwellings. The scene as it pre-
sents itself toithe eye of the travellers who
makes an excursion from the city, for the
purpose of enjoying’it, is inexpressibly beau-
tiful. . In fact, the richness and beauty of
the orchards of Damascus and its enyirons,
are proverbial throughout the whole eastern
world. They have an ancient tradition that
Mahomet, the prophet, on surveyiog the
scene when he fi'st approached the city, said
that he would not enter it. ¢ Man can but
enjoy one Paradise,” said he, ¢ and if I en-
ter one on earth, I cannot expect to be ad-
mitted to one in heaven.”
SITUATION OF THE CITY.

Damascus owes the long continuned wealth
and prosperity which it has enjoyed, to its
situation,on the one hand as the agricultural
cen're of a region of houndless and per-
petual fertility, and on the other as the com-
mercial emporium of the traffic of several
extended seas. These seas, however, are
seas of sand, and the fleets that navigate
them are caravans of camels. There are,
in fact, two grand commercial systems now
in operation among mankind, each of which
has its own laws, its own usages, its own
ports, its own capitals. The oceans of wa-
ter are the mediums of transit for the one
for the other the equally trackless and almost
equally extended deserts of sand.  What
London, Liverpool, Canton and Amsterdam
are to the former, Aleppo, Mecca, Damas-
cus, and Bagadad are to the latter. Each
system is, in its own way, and according to
its own measure, perhaps as thrify and pros-
conducive

nerous. as the other, and e(llual]
ness of the communities that partake or iis
benefits. 'Damascus is one of the most im=

portant and most wealthy of the ports
through which the traffic of the Asiatic des-
erts enters the fertile and cultivated country
which lies on the western shores.

The ‘territories of the Turkish govern-
ment have for many ages been divided into
separate districts or provinces, called Pasha-
lics. 'The fertile region of the eastern slope
of the Lebanon ranges, of which Damascus
is the centre and capital, forms the Pashlic
of Damascus. It contains a population of
about five hundred thousand souls. Da-
mascus itself contains, according to the esti-
mate of a late British consul resident there,
considerably over one hundred thousand.—
The relative wealth and influence of the city,
and of the province which it represents, in
comparison with the other cities and pro-
vinces in that quarter of the world, were
probably the same in ancient times as now.

PAUL’S JOURNEY TO DAMASCUS.

The chief interest which attaches to Da-
mascus, in the mind of the readers of sacred
history, arises out of the circumstances con-
nected with the conversion of St. Paul,
which occurred on his journey to that eity,
His determination to go fo Damascus, and
the measures which he proposed to adopt
there, in prosecution of the work which he
had undertaken of suppressing Clristianity,
mark the energy and decision of his charac-
ter. Damascus was remote from Jerusalem.
To reach it, required a journey of nearly
two hundred miles. A man of less enlarged
and comprehensive views would probably
not have embraced it within the scope of
his vision at all. But Paul, who wished to
accomplish what he had undertaken in the
most thorough manner, perceived that if the
new religion were allowed once to get a
footing in such a capital, even if suppressed
in-Judea, it would still live and spread, and
might become ultimately very formidable.
After having therefore adopted the most de-
cisive measures to suppress, what he perhaps
honestly considered the pestilent heresy, in
Judea, he armed himself with aurhority from
the chief priests, and with a suitable com-
pany of attendants to enable him to carry his
plans efficiently into execution, set out
on- the journey to Damascus, with a view of
extinguishing at once the kindling flame
which was rising there.

It was in the course of his_journey, when
the traveller was drawing near to the gates
of the city, that he was suddenly arrested in
his eareer, and changed at once, by the in-
terposition of a power supernatural and di-
vine, from a hitter and determined enemy, to
a very warm and faithful friend, of the cause
of Jesus Christ. The account given us: of
his conversion in the Scripture history is of
such a character asnakes it, as it were, a
test case of testimony to the supernatural
origin and divine character of christianity—
one. of the most direet and sirongest test
cases too, which the New Testament con=
tains. - Let us pause to analyze it.
ANALYSIS OF THE ACCOUNT OF THE CON=

VERSION OF PAUL.

In the first place, the general facty in
respect to the apostle’s previousand subse-
quent ‘history are well estsblished on the
ordinary historical evidence by which the
transactions of those times are made known
to us, and so far as we are aware have ne-
ver been called in question.  That he was
an able and accomplished man, born a Ro-
man citizen at Tarsus, and trained subse-
quently at Jerysalem to the highest legal
and professional attainments krown to the

TJewish community in those days—that when
the Chyistian faith began at-flrst tobe open-
ly professed by the disciples and followers
of Christ after his crucifiction, he,cherished
an apparently implacable hostility to il,‘ and
engaged in a system of measures of the
most determined and ' merciless character
for its suppression—=that he afterward: stop-
ped suddenly in the midst of thiscourse, and
from being the worst persecutor of the new
faith, became at once without any natural
cause to account for the change, its most
devoted champion and friend—and that at.
the sawje time his moral east of character
underwent also a total change, so that from
being morose, stern and cruel, he beeame:in
a most eminent degree gentle fol'b('uring,
submissive in spirit and forgiving—and that
he continued to'exemplify’ this new charac-
ter until at length he gave up his life in
attestation of the sincerity of his faith:s all
these things are established in the convigtion
of mankind by precisely the same link of
evidence as that which proves to us the lead-
ing facts'in’ the history of Julius Ceesar or
Napoleon.

The only question .is; what was the cause
of this most extraordinary moral. revolution.
We call it a moral revolution, for the nature
of the case is such that we see at once very
clearly that the ‘ehange whiehi' ‘t6ok place
was not a mere change of purpose and. plan,
but a radical change of character. . In all
the latter portions of the apostles life, there
beams oul from every manifestation of his
moral nature the mild radiance of such vir-
tues as patience, geértleness, “charity, long-
suffering and love—while in the- former; we
see only the stern and merciless resolution
of a d[ui-nL, in_his doings, :Men often
change their purposes; and plans o a yery
sudden manner, while yet on close eéxamina-
tion we find that they act from the saiie mo-
tives afterwards as before, though-aithing at
different. ends. .But in. . the case of. the
apostle, the very motives—the whele framo
of mind, as 1t were, was changed, = The only
question is, we repeat, what was the cause of
this sudden revolution. '

We have two accounts of thedransactions |
One of these is the narrative,of the .cireum-
stances by Paul himself, given in. his cele-
brated speech to the Jewish populace on
the stairs of the castle of St."Antonio, at'the
time when the soldiers ~had rescued him
from the mob, and were conveying. him, to
the castle for safety:

The other account which is the same
by Lulke m his general history of theActs of
the Apostles:. 'Fhe fact that Luke incorpo-
rates the story in his history-is a very—im=-
portant one, masmuch as it shows that .ithe
statements of Paul were made openly and
publicly at the ' time, and 'were generally
known and believed by~ his contemporaries.
[f Paul had witheld his parrative fora -con=
siderable period of time, and then  had . only
related the story in some private way, to
persons who had no means of testing its
truth, the force of the testimony would have
been far less conclusive than it is tiow.!
But he did not do this. He took -.aiivery,
early opportunity to state the facts in . the
most open and public. manner possible—io
do this too in precisely the place,and before
precisely the audience, thit would have been
chosenaf the objeet had ‘been: to »put + his
statements to the test. T'he audience. was
an audience of enemies, predisposed not to
believe his statements. - The place "was
Jerusalem, where the mén ‘lived who had
gone with him to Damescus 'and' were wits
ness of the miraele: -’I'hen the general-his;
torian of the Church, writing ¥ey seon-aftex
these transactions occurred, gives the ac-
count in his narrative, with details not,men-
tioned by Paul in his speech, showing " that
he derived his knowledge of the facts from
other and, previous communications, ~Ina
word, Paul proclaimed the facts in re-
lation to his conversation in the most public
and open manuer, to all.mankind, - immedi-,
ately, after they occurred, and }lnder such
circumstances as to challenge an easy dis-
proof if the statements were 1ot tive,

The occurrence, as Paul deseribes'it; was
of such a cheracter that he could not possi-
bly have heeen deceived in it. The effects
of a disorderly imagination, upon persons es-
pecially of o sangtine and unpulsive temper
ament, are ofien very = great. ‘But’ thes
vision which appeared to Paul can not be
disposed of on any such supposition _as this,

The occurrence took place at mid-day,

It was in the presence of several witness-"
es. A permanent physical-éffect remiained
too, in the blindness frowi-which Paul suffered
for three days after the phenomenon. oeeur-
red. . All the cireumstances of the, case
show that it could not have been a_case of’
mental hallucipation. ' Patl ~ must” have
known whether the statements thathe made:
were or were not literally true.

"I'here ate certain © curious -evidenees -to

be.drawn from the nature and character of: |

the vision itself, and of the dialogue which
took place between Paul and the Supernatu-
ral voice which addressed him in'if, which
show very conclusively that the vision: was
no phantom-of his .own . mind.-The. voice
calls out flrst ina tone . of . expostulation,
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
Now we must admit that it 'is possible that
a man-engaged in sueh work as that to whick
Paul: had ‘devoted himself, feeling perhaps
some iisgivings aboutit, might, under. can-
tain eircumstances, especially if he were a
man of excitable imagination, fancy himself
appealed to in this way by @ visioni® ffom
the supernatural world representing the ‘des
panted spiritiwhose eauge. he 'was opposing
But in the very supposition, that this were
the case, it is implied that the ming creating
the illusion should at once refer thé. " vision
which it had thus conjured up to the bein

which had been the object of * its hostility.
Ini other words, to suppose «that feelings. of*
misgiving and remorse awakened by his per-
secutions of the Christians, had conjured up
in Pauls mind a phantom to say to bim,
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou' me?? jno

{have been under the strongest possible in-

| thority of_ the vision, hy conducting Paul by

gitiof that il imdgiving the'words, he ‘shodd .

inagine them as_ coming from the being
whose cause he was persecuting, . .JInstead
of this, howeyer, the feeling that was awak~
ened by the question. was ,simple - astonish-
ment. He did not understand »what they
meant. ** His rejoinder was, “Who art thou,
Lord?”’—the word Lord being used. doubt-
less, as was customary in those days, simply
as a respectful mode of address . proper to
be adopted in accosting any. supperior. . It
was not-until he bard the reply, €I am-Je-
sus. whomethou perseentest =that the - pre-.
ternatural words which he had heard were
referred to any origin. This cireumstance
does nat prove the actual reality of fthe vision
~—Jut if seeins to show very conclusively

that the vision cculd not have been a mental
illusion con jured up by an uneasy conscience |
and appearing like -a reality only to_the ex-
cited imagination of the subject of it.

Besides this, .the supposition that Paul
was deluded in this case by a phantom of the
imagination sééin¥’to be precluded” by the
character of the man. He was eminently
aman-of very-cool, ealculating, and unima-
ginative cast of mig His speeches, his
writings, and th se of his con-
n xactly the re-
morbid ner-
vous exciter severe in his
judgments, c? liberate in all his
actions 3 and his ~ writings ~ indicate “every
where amind in which the reflecting and
reasoning, powers predominate so de@dedly,
that it would, perhaps,be diffieult io-"name
any historical personage of ancient or modern
timesless likely to be deceived by images pro-
duced by the power of a morbid ‘faney than
he. We are thus constrained to believe
that he must have known' what ‘the aciual
facts were in respect.-to the extraordinary
statement that he imade.  Unléss' he wholly
invented the story, knowing it to be entirely
false, it must have heen sirictly and literally
true.

He could not have fabricated the story,
for not only was there no possible motive to
account for his doing so, but there was every
conceivable inducement to prevent it. His
position and hi¢ prospects before he embrac-
ed Christianity were bright and promising
in the highest degree. By the change he
made himself a fugitive and an outcast, lost
forever the good opinion of all those whose
friendship and favor he had prized, sacrificed
his « ambition, - deprived” himself of every
wosldly. advaytace.and subyected himself to
and in the end toa violent deéath. Itis in-
conceivable. that a man should invent a lie for
the sake of procuring for himself such re- |
wands as. these. -‘

"Then, moreover, if 4 man under the cir- |
cumstances in which Paul was placed, had
intended to invent a story of this kind, unless |
he.were actually insane; he would have ar- |
ranged the details of it in a totally different
manner. e would have chosn a time when
he was alone ; some dark hour of the night,
perhaps, when no witnesses were near to be
appealed to for the falsification of his state-
ments..  Or if any witnesses had been sup-
posed to be present, they would not have
been such witnesses as were with him on his
journey. The men who accompanied Paul
on his way to Damascus were all enemies of
the new religion. They were his confeder-
afes'in the persecution of it. They must

verse of tha

ducement to declare the story false, if it
really were so—especially considering that
they were involved in the transaction, as
Paul relatesit. Tf was at midday when it
occurred, while they were altogether on the
road, and drawing uear to Damascus. They
saw the bright light, he says, as well as he—
a light so vivid as wholly, to overpower the
brightness of the sun. " The men all heard
the voice, too, though they did not, like Paul
understand the words that were spokén.—
They sere all overwhelmed with astonish-
ment at the wonderful phenomenon, and
yielded themselves, as well as he, to the au-

i to, 1 in obedience to the
directions that were given to them hy the
voice, By stating all these facts so openly
and publicly, and so soon after they occur-
red, the narrator seems to appeal in the most
full and decided manner to witiesses predis-
posed to go against him, and puts himself
entively in their power, on the supposition
that his statements were not. true, - {
SUMMARY Q.- THE CASE.
The summary of the whole case then
stands thus, . Be i
1 A statement of faetsis made by an oye- |
witness, which, iftrue; establishes ineontest- !
aby 0 S pernalural-orgin, al ‘h‘ !d ‘M
character of Christianity e :
2 The witnoess is a_man of very extisor-
dinary ca'mness’and ‘steadiness of character,
and tho facts which he delares to have oe-
onrréd are of sugh ahatare that “he eo-la
not passibly haye-been deceived in thom,.,
3 He designates othor witnesses who were
‘presout when' the transaction aceiirred-Land
who can mot : possibly be suspected . of: gol-
lusion with kim-—and. he alleges: that they
wore all eonvineed of the reality of'the
phepomona which took placd and at
‘they. goserned. their conduct | ageording=
-y4 He'proctaimed “the facts, as soon us
they-aeccnrred in the most oyen and publie
manpor to all theyworld, - .. oo e
5 “Ho attosted tho sincerity of bis belief in
tha veality of the' communication from the
spirituad woridswhich. he; professed-to have.
raceived, by cbanging the whole courseof |
his life in consequence of it; relinquishing |
evory possiblésoursaf earthly” honor and:
enjovment. andidevoting himself:to  a: life;
of unintorrupted ignominy, toil, privation,
and sufforing, ‘whieh he persevered in with.
out falteting, to the end of his days !
1t would seem as if the force of buman |
testimony, .a8 evidence of “fact, could not |
poseibly go father than in “such an instance’
ag this. $

‘'he cireumstances which are com-:
bined i the e1so are sc striking and pecu-
fiar, as to make it 'one of tho most marked |
and dedided ‘thut the New Testament con~.
tains. It-is insfuct a test caes, and brings,

the question af the truth or fulsity of Chrig-.

tianity as a supernatural revelation, into a

valves of course, very directly.: the isuppo=

very nirrow compass indeed. -

0 i £

led, until at length, plois
| against his lile by the Jews of Damascus,

“Tho' danger'at lengeh ' Bécame 8o imminent,

stéady and perpetual serenity.

L PAUL’S ENTRANCE INTO DAMASOUS.

¢ "The ‘attendants 'who segompanied the |

aposties on his journey, when they found
that he bad bean struck with blindness by
the supiernatarallight, toak him by the hand
and led him along through ~the  region of
gardens and orehards for which the envir-
ons of Damascus have been famned in every |
age, to the gates of the city. I
On entering the ¢ity Paul was conducted

by his attendants to lodgings in a house
kept by & man mamed Judas, who lived.in
a.streat eallud the Straight Street, and there
remained-threr days, in a stale of great sus:
pense and agitation. At length a  disciple
of Damascus, named  Ananias, was sent to
bim, to recognize him as a Christian brother,
and to welcome him to the communion and
fellowship of the Church. Paul remained
at Damascus for some time, prenching the
faith which he had before so bitterly oppos

wera  formed

who were ineensed agaicst him for. having.
as they considered it, betrayed the cause
which had been intrusted to his charge.—

and lie wag so closely watehe! and héget by
those who had consnired 'against h'm, that
the only way by which he could evade them
was to bs let down by his friends from the
wall ina basket by night. In this way he
made his-escape from the city, and proceaed-
ing to Jerusalem he joined himself to the
disciples there

The street where Paunl lodged in Damas-
cus, or rather the one which ‘acient tradi-
tion designates, as the same, and eventhe
house of Judas, still exist, and awaken great
interest in.all. ‘Christian. travelers who yisit
the city at the prosent day. This. however.
we shall have oeeasion to show more fully
in the sequel.

RARLEST NOTICES OF DAMASCUS.

 EUROPEAN NEWS.

NSNS N AN NANI NN

THE WASHINGTON AND ASIA’S
NEWS.

THE BALTIC SEA.

Correspondence of the Lodonn Times.

CRroNsTADT, July 9:

The season  for active operations In the
Baltic Sea is of short duration : it is now far
advanced, and will rapidly glide away. Up
to-the-pre-ent date: nothing else than the
annihilation of the maritime commerce of
the enemy has been accomplished, and it is
very prabable that the fleet will again re~
turn to Encland having effected the all im-
nartant ohject—that o f greatly diminishing,
if not of effectually erushing, the' power of
Russia in her Northern territories.

The mortar vessels wwhich have recently
arrived in the Baltic are unquestionably
valuable reinforcemants, but:their numbers
must be considerably angmented ere they
ean be productive of. any important results
"They mav harras and annoy the foe by
throwing shells into Oronstadt and Helsing
fors! hut "ara ‘quite inadequate, from ‘their
nresent limited number, to destyoy the large
hatteries and earthwénks bv- which these
strongholde are defended. to cffeet the down
fall of 'which a flotilla comprising 100 .gun=
b-ats, 50 mortar vessels, and as many float~-
ing hatteries, constructed on sound princi-
ples, are necessary.

No Commander ia-Chief, however well
conceived may be his plans of operation,
however giftad: e max be with the energv
and deeirion requisite to carry them out te
a gueeessful issue. could hope to vanquish
the. foe, prepared as he is to, resist most
stranuounsly an attack in-any, quarter, with
tha present means and appliances. afforded
him ~ Daily are seen large numbars of the

The ¢ity of Damascus. asnd the rich and
popnlous provinea of which it forms the |
capital, are frequently alluded to, and somn 1
instances figure as the scenes of vory im- |
portant ocourrence and events, in the Old
Testament history. . These allusions date
back from the very~ earliest porinds.  The
city 's gpoken of in tho book of Genesis as
a place even then woll knewn. « Fhe echief
officer of Abraham’s household~+thegeneral
agent-abd manager of his affairs—wnr a Da-
masdend, as appears, from the comr liint of
the natrizrch. when lamenting his childless |
eondition, th t thero was no one to be hiz |
heirhut his steward, Eliezer of Damascys |
(Gen. xv, 2) During the ‘reign of David.
Damaéeus, including the broad and fruitfnl
territory that ‘pertained to it. figures as a
vory woalthy and powerful kingdom. It
was called Syria of Damoseus—a phrase
mode of speaking of a country and its capi-
tal at the presont day. but still very ohvs
ously proper to denote the meaning which
was intended to be conveved by it nimely
that partof Syria which pertained to and was
represented by Damaseus. ' The kingdom
of Damasens must have enjoved at this
timo a high degreeof wealth and pYoRperity
asappears from the fact that the govern-
ment of it volunteered to aid some of the
Canaanitish nations in resisting the progross
of David's conquests, by gending an army
so large that more than twbenty thouscnd men
from it were slain in the battlos that follow-
od.. The design of the Damascenes in this
intarpasition was to vut a cheel to David’s
vietorious progress, before he should reach
their own froutiers. They supposed, doubt-
less, that after completing the conquest, of
all the. seuthern territory. -he would turn
his . steps northward, aund traversing the
moeuntains of Galilea, begin to make war
upou them. - Their afforts, however, to avert
this danger operated only to bring it:more
suddeniviupon them . David, having de-
feated the army which they sent against
himgadvaueed into their territory, acized
and garvisoned all t' ¢ principal towns, and
annexed the whole cruntry to his own do-
minions, (2 Sam. wii. 6. 1 Chron_ xvii. 6.)

(7o be Continned.)

DEMISE OF TWO BMINENT Divives.st
The: Church has to mourn the los: of two
of her most learned aud able divines ~in
England. Late English papérs record the
deaths of the Rey. J. J.. Blunt, Margaret,
professor of Divinity, Cambridge; and of
the . Rev. D. Gaisford, dean of Christs
Chureh, Oxford. . My, Blunt is | mest fa-
vournbly known' as author 6f a brief ¢Hise
tory of the Refirmation.” in M. Mur,raj,’s,
Family  Library ; and *Undesigned Bold-
cidences in the Old and New Tostanient 2
Dr. Gaisford sad the reputation of bheing |
the first Greek scholarin Europe,

The Rev, W, Sclwyn, B. D., hias  haen
eleoted Margaret Professor of Diyinity, in
place of theflate Professor Biant. ok

A ‘Remarkas . Man.—~The Boston
Times says % There is a gentleman ree
siding in this city who cameheie twenty
threp vemrs ago’ from Englan‘\i;hdd Yroght
with Tim some three hundied guiieas of
his own hard earning, with which he com-
meneed business as a’grocerona small
scale, Little by little he inereaved his
trade, and ati the present time he is. worth
more than any other man in Massachusetts
in thesame line of business. During the:

period “of twenty—three vears, he maver!
pave # note of hand or took one’; lie never

sued’ a man and never was sued himself.
nor ever called to the withess stand in any |
court, during the whole period. .He never
wag naturalized, and of course never voted
althongh' he paid thousands of dollars - for!
State and  county  tixes. “He hag been
known 'to buy a earpo of West 1ndia goods
amoutiting to $90,000, for which he " paid
cash on delivery. He never deals in or
d@gksngp(»xicut)ng'llqsl(:ra H neyervgiv_gg a
dollar for any charitable purpose whers he
thinks-hia name will ‘appearin the news-
papers ; salthough he has contributéd thow |
sands to the distress of his fellow men.? |

- MirTHAND UHEERFULNEsS.—Mirth is:
like @ flash of lightsitg, that breaks through:
asgloom of elonds) and glitters fora' mow
mient’y “eheerfulness: keeps up a2 kind of

daylight i the mind, and fills it with" &

| ereasing

i and 24th inst.

Russiams busjly amploved in atill further in-
tha ' defences of Cronstade. On
avery available plot of ground facing thesea
hatteries sre in ¢course of congtruetion ;even
tha last resting plages of tha dead are mow
ineluded in the line of fortifications of that
island.

According to the latest advices, the Rus-
cian military authorities encourage as much
as possible the immigration to the interior
ofstheinhabitarts of the Baltie ports; espe~
cially those residing at Abboand Helgingfors
The .artizans and poorer classes are: com-
nalled to remain to obta’'n the mears ofsub-
qigtenco. Thrm]th)u! the entire length of
the Gulf of Finland,.espeeially on the main
road from Helsingfors toward St Peters-
“ury, the enemy’s troops are constantly re~
ceiving reinfrreoments:

A Qoseack serpeant, who had been 17
J SO TGS ey on A RS dChdrt
od a fow nights ginea from the garrison of
Cronstadt, stites that-thore. arg 8000 well-
dizeiplined goldiers on that island. 10,000 of
them being Poles, who wanld rejoice at an
opportuuity of joining the allied forces, and
at being hiberated from the domivion of
their present task master.

He h4s given wost important information
respecting the fortifications of Cronstadt and
the distriintion of the troops: hesavs that
in tho ranks nfthe latter. among the last re-
eruite are to be found old greyheaded men
avd boys hot more than16. ~

Military nreparations are still going on in
Sweden, but not with the view of an active
nart being taken in favar of either of the
helligarent parties. - The troops encamned
af Stockholm have heen augmented by 12.-
(00 infantry and three ragiments of cavalry.

They have beon supplicd with 32 ‘nieces
of artillery for field practice, and are. com-
manded by the Prince Royal, who is not to
quit his post until the encampment i§ broken
up.  Two divisions of gunboats, under the
nrders of Prince Oscar, are to proceed to
Stackliolm to jom the fleet, which during
the Summer'is to put to #ea for the purpose
nf exgreising the crews in pauticsl evolu-
tions. .. 3

The English morter vessels intended for
gorviee in the Baltic during the present cam-

{ raign are 15 in nnmber. 4 of which have ar-

rived off Cconstadt. —They are to he attach-
ed as tenders to.the larger ships—one to
aach. Their complement of 20 comprises,
1. warrant officer 3 able and 5 ardindry sea-
mon, 2 first and 1 second class bovs. 1 ger—
oeanty 1 corpural and G marines of the Roya 1
Marine Artillery corps. A R

“For every six mortar vessele a subalternof je}d
the Royal Marmo Artilleryis to be borneen |

the Duke of Wellington, Exmonth, and Royal

Gienrge vespectivelv as supernumerarios - |8

When engaging the énemyor axercising'they
are to he under the senior eaptain - of the
Royal Marine Artillery, at whose disposal a
hoat is to be placed for the purhose of ena—
hling him to visit "the different vessels. in
order that the charges of powder and
lanothe of fases maybounderhis immediate
sunerintendence. - EOeY :

Tho “first of 'the Franch steam gunboats
joined the fleat to=day.  The verdol has &
;-omp,&iumnsiof 50'men and four oflicore—tha
ienteninntin command, two enb-licutenants
and one midshipman. Her internil arrange-
monts are of a superiar doseription. : She s
rieged s aschooner, mounts two large gung.
and i€ of 250 tons 'ﬁldet‘a‘n; She is longar
and of grenter beam than the Enolish-gun-
hoats and superiorin ‘all despcots. - |
| THE DESTRUCTION OF RUSSIAN

SHIPPING AT NYSTADT,
| Extract of a letter from  Rear i
Hon R.'S. Dundds, to. the s_em-em?%?’gﬁ
Admiraty, dated. ' eI AN
Duke or WELEINGTON, ToLstrDHIN
sFaenTHouss, July Ty oo :

I eannot conclude this l6tter withaut eal-|

ling the particu’ar attention of wour Lord-
ship to the active exertions of Captain
‘Storev. of har Majesty’s ship Harrier, which
lled a fow d:\y§ later to the destruction of a
llarge amotunt ¢f shipping, diseoverad after-
‘ward'ini another anchorage near Nystadt as
detailed in the enclosure to Captain Ward-
en’s report-ofithe 2d inst.

HagrriEr, ore TorrLE Wanman 1

June 24th, { a4

the boats of this ship destroyed 47 ships be-

longing to the enemy, varying' from 700
tons to 200 tons, an the nights of the 23rd

Ou the first night the ships destroyed
‘were ono mile from the town of Nystadt,and
about three miles from the ship, and we
were enabled to bring one bark, the Vietoria
about 450 tons off with ns

On the following morning the steam was

s oo |
e |

TN

gJan @

got up and we proceeded to sea
s priteiof eakev Lighthougs: 0"

16 1 4 : { Second Division.
Sir,—1 have the honox toinform you that |

. e

At 5 P. M. however, we steamed
s t:

rh?] land and anchored at about 7 3901:“{;
and at 8 p. m. the boats in des-
e wore again des-

During the night and followine d
discove.red 42 ships, the whol?gof ;{ﬁ:;
weIrc he:ther burned or scuttled,

ave the preatest pleasure i

able to ;tal:e that these prro)ceedingl !vlrel:':h;g
successfully carried out without casu
— out any casu-

Owing to the distance we got away from
the ship (ten or eleven miles) and the blow-
ing weathor, accompaniéd with rain, that
camo on during the morning, we were
prevented from bringing any vessel out With
us.
4 We did not get back to the ship wntil af:
or 6 p. m: this afternoon, the men having
heen on their oars 22 hours

. I think, sir, Tam only doing common jus-
tice to the men when I state how. pleased I
was t- see the zeal and perseverance with
which they worked for so many hours; nei-
ther can I omit stat'ng my beliof that this
arose in a great measure from the good ex-
ample of the officers, especially the 'Seniot
Lieutenant, Mr Annesley, from whom 1
have ever received the most aetive assis
ance. 1519
Having. then, in two following nightsand
ona day, destroved the whole of the Nvstadt
shipping. (probably upward of 20.000 tons,)
T trust these proceedings will meat with
your approval.

I'have, &e.,
HENRY STorEY. Commander.
Captain Warden, Senior Officer
Her Majesty’s ship Ajax. %

BOMBARDMENT OF FORT SVART-
HOLM, AND BURNING OF LOVISA'

In another desnatch of the same date,

Tuly 7. to the Secrotary of the Admiralty,

Admiral Dundas savs: ~

The Magicienne returned this maorning

from Lovisa, and I annex a renort which: I/
have received from Captain Yelverton, of;
Her Majo ty’s ship Arrogant, who has heen
again successful in destroying a well con-

structed fort at Svartho'm. in the entrance
of the bay of Lovisa, but their lordships will *

nhserve with reevet that, notwithéanding
the humane desire of that officer, the town:
of Lovisa wag' unfortunately des‘royed by
fire, which occurred accidentally, ~on the.
night following the visit of . her Majesty’s
ship. Captain Vansittart informs me that
'?16 ?'utgori(t!ins o{' the town have themselves.
admitted and explained the accidental erigin
of the fire. s W .
Hrer MAJESTY'S SH1P ARROGANT, -
July 8. }
Sir —3 have the honor to inforse
that I reached T.ovisa on the. oﬂemnom
the 5th instant, and anchored the - vessal’
clo=a to Fort Syartholm, I
The enemy must have had intelligence:
of our movements and quitted the fort on
aur approach, for they had been' at work
but a few kours betore unroofing the bar-
"m:‘kn and taking :l:way stores. The z‘l'tnl: %
and ammunition had b i s
S een pravxously‘re: g
Svarthelm was in good condition. and s |
work of great strength, entirely command- -

| ing the approaches to Lovisa'; it bas bad

important additions of late vears, can mount -
122 guns, and bad -ccomodation in case- F
mated barracks for about 1000 men, with.
governor’s house and garden, and exce'lent
officer’s quarters. T made immediate ar-
rangements for blowing up the fort and' comgt
plotely destroying the barracks; thése have
since been fully carvied ont. =+ .1 .
On the 5th I madea reconnoissance of
the town of Lovisa, in the Ruby, accom-
vanied by the boats of the Arrogant and
Magicienre. A strong detachment of (;o’ e
sncks made their appearance at one time, 4
but they were disporsed bythe fire from the '»
hoatn._ the rockets particularly throwing
them into_great confusion, - On landinzﬁ,zf &

| Loyiea I sent_for the. authorities and

plained the object of my visist; some demur
was caused by onr not having aﬂa’?iff. M‘m ‘
I +old them they had no right to sucha
guarantee, as'the respect due to it had been °
so grossly violated at- Hango. I then pro- -

 geeded to the bnrracks, and Government

stores within the town, which I destroyed, -
hut did not set firo to them, as by st?ydd-p
ing the whole town must have been burm-

| 'This precaution was not destined to dave”
ovisa, for during the night an accidental *
irg.accurred in s portion of the town were'®

we had not been, and before - ‘the
[ wholo piace was reduced *o.aches. « [ ':;iuhq
dye %!m];evv R sy

j . H, R. VerverToN, € b
Rear-Admiral the Hon. R. S 1);: qﬁb b
! BT v B
Commander-in-Chief. hibse

Lovisa wos a town of about 6.000 fihabiz'*
tants, situated on the const of the Gulf of
leaadf. It vn'\)s built in 1745, voder the'’
nama’ of Degeshy, which name it ch

‘for Liovisa in 1752, ¢ lﬂ 5 mfad
NEW. ARRANGEMENTS OF THE
| BRITISH EORGE.. © . .

i

tr

 Light Division, belore Sebastopol, J; "
3. —Major Genera! Barnard éucaieeué,‘&
eral Pennefather in the command of the

&,
e 3

g;}md Divisione . o oo o mebu =
ajor General Codrington gets the Light
Division, vice'ssgpao;‘;zg-}smg: h? e

Colonel Van Straubenzee, the Bu g,e
takes command of the Fiist Brigade, %
Division. Sy foadai

Colonel the Hen. A. Spencer, 4‘4@}; g’
ment, takes command Of.the,.Firgt&‘lzgf
Fourth Division, with the pay-and allos

3 - pagpsns et ]

ance of colonel on the staft, until her
jesty’s: pleasure is known, . LT

Colonel Barlow, 14th regiment, will ilor
the present take: command of the: First
Brigade Third Divisi 2
The 3rd and 31st

n
Qﬁegimenj.s‘ join, sthe

The 72nd joins the First Division, ~ L 2
The 13th regiment - is attaphed.'.i&?
Fourth Division, but will for fhe - present
remaia for duty at Balaklava. T i

Captan R. Luard, 77th Regiment,
placed on the staff of the army . 1o act,
Deputy-Assisiact Quartermaster. Ge
or Deputy Assistant Quartermaster |
as his services may be require
for the present attached to L
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