
TH4E CANADIAN SPECTATOR. 105

are to fail to the dealer - but that svill not prevent day-drearners from thinking
that, after ail, ihere nu>' bc u a thing a, a7 indfal-that life, in fact, in-

cludes pleasant po ,sibilitic , ont ,ide probabilit>' and alrnost ontside experience.

-Ste. Rta/AND

Personai decorations aîrc 'o conînioniy regarded in England as somethïng
essentiailly exotic thiat IL iuiay surprise sonie persons Io learn that there are

recognized arnong us no féer tiun 53 vaîleties of these insignia, not to speak

of nine or ten recognized ordei-:; granted b>' allies. These appear in a

briiliantly coloured series of drawings svhich bas been cornplied with brief ex-

pianations by Coi. Frederick Brine. The dark bine, green, red and pale bine
of the Orders of the Garter, the Bath, the Thistle, and St. Patrick are of course
weli known. The oid St. Michael and St. George (reorganized in 1868), the

Order of Indian Native Officers, the Order of Menit for Native Soidiers, 1837.,
and the Star of India, 1861, extended iii 1866, are also sornewhat conspictiols.
The greater part of flic rernainder would be apt to puzzle ail but the initiatcd.

Many relate to farnous campaignm, and sorne to particular engagements in India,

China, Abyssinia, the Baitic, the Criimea and the colonies. Then there are the

Empress of India Coinrernoration, 1877 ; the English Maids of Honour (left

shouider), 1839 ; tlic Crowsn of India, Ladies (left shoulder), 187 8 ; the Il Best

Shot in the Arnîy ' (riglît breast), 1869, the niîlitary Victoria Cross and Naval
Victoria Cross, 1856; the Order- of' (onspicuonus Naval Gailantry, 1854 and

1874;- Arctic l)iscovcries, iS 85., and ,\rctic Medal, 1875-76, and many
others which, as becre set fortli on a folding sheet, have a gay and pleasing

aspect. Quatre Bras and Waterloo stili figures in the iist. This, as Colonel
Brine reiids us, svas the first (lecoration given by anr English Sovereigln to
botb officers and înen. IL dates froin Mardi, î8î6. It is observable that b>'
fan the greater nriîbcr lia% c lien instituted duning the presenit reign.-London
Dai/y Nw._____

A niov recenitly hiing liiscif because Il sornebody found fauit with himn."
The Turner's Falls Rfrirsagel>' rcrnarks that that boy svouid neyer make an
editor.

Jr is very VUigar to kccp) tiîie Lu nmusic withi your foot, but there's a vast
deal of huni nature in it, and it shows that a man's entire soie is in the

meiody.________________

IEACiiEk iii hîgh sclîool :''Are pro and con synonymons or opposite
terms ?"1 Sebiolar '' Opp)osite." Tcacher: Il Give ain exaxuprle." Scbolar:

"Progness and Congress."

LONG WVOans.-1. Rob," said Tom, Ilwbicli is the most dangerons word in
ail the Englisbi language to pronounce ?" Il Don't know," said Rob, Il unless it

i5 a swearing svord." " Pooh !" said Tour ; - it is stumblcd, becanse you are

sure to get a tunibie bctwccn the fîrst and the last letter." "l Ha, ha ?" s&id

Rob ; Ilnosv l'vc onc for you. 1 founid it ne day in ncading tic paper.

XVhat is the longest word in ail the Englisil language ?" e4 Vaietudin aria ii ism,"

said Tom, proluptly. Il No sir ; it's siîniles, bccause there's a whole mile be-

tween the first anti iast, letter." I 1 o, ho 1" cricd 'Iom, Il that's nothing ; 1
know a ivord that lias over thrc miles betîveen its beginlill'g and ending."
INov, svhat's that?" askcd 1Rob, fiitly. Il Beieaguered," exclaimied Tom,

triunîipliantly.___

GERMîIN,\,riON OF S EDS,,. -Mian>' years ago it svas asserted that carnphor
POSsessed the power of atceieratiiig tlîe germination of seeds, and a sirnilar pro-
perty was subseqiiently ciaiied for chioriiîe, broinine and lodine. Hlâckei bas
by expeniment founid the statements correct. Seeds of Rapliantis salivzts (the

common radish) germiiiatcd on the asverage in eight days when treated with
pure Ivater uniy ; kc[)t mfist witli iodiie svater, tlîey germinated iii five days;
witb bromine water, in tirc diys ; and witîî chlonine water in two days. The
nionoeromide of carnphor produced the iost extraordînary effeet, germination

occuring' after a, ineari intenval of thirty-six h1ours. Hàwckcl does flot suggest
any explanation. Alkaline borates anîd silicates retard germination, while

soluble arseniates prevent it by destroying this embryo.

TEACHING FRENCHINEN HO o 1DiG. Une day we passed by a French
line in process of construction ; flic navvics iscie digging and nemnoving th(

soil in wbeeibarrows. Stephîenson rcmnarkcd that they were doing their woniý
slowly and tuntidil>'. Il Their postuire is ail svrong," he cried ; jumping out o«
lie carniage, svith flic naturai instinct that impciled him to bc always giving oi

receiving instruction, lic took up a spade, excavated tire soi], and filled a wheei
barrow in hiaif the tinie it took au>' one of t-ic men to do it. Then, furtber tc
ilinstrate that i tire posture of thc body lies hiaif the secret of its power, h(
laid 'hold of a liamîîîer and malet, and poising bis figure, he threw il to an
immense distance before him, challcngiîîg, b>' gestures, thc workrnen, who bac
now gathered round hlm and wvere curiorusiy watchirig hlm, to do the same, bul
they one and al it filed to equal the féat. 'lle interpreter expiained tire lesso,
to the navvies, and toid hei wvho their teacher was "Ste-vim-son 1" the nam<
Went from rnouîbh to mouth. Th'le intelligent, appreciative Frenehmen gathere(

close around hlm, and broke int vociferaus cheeîs, sucb as 1 ti ought couid,

oniy proceed from Britisbi luigs, untîl thie eeboc. rang rouin 1 us on every side.

-Life of SirJoes/hui Wa/rn/ei,.

THE PEACE OF< GOD.

ThEe t-hilci lcans on lis paietnt'', hi e si,
Leaves there its cares, and is at iCst.

'l'lie bird sits singing by liîs nest,

And tells aloud
His trust in God, and so is biest

'Neath ever>' cioud.

He bas no store, lie sows nio seed,
Vet sings aloud, and dotb not heed
B>' fiowing streamn or grassy nicad

He sings to siarne
Men, who forget, ini fear of need,

A Father's narne.

The heart that tr usts fores er sings,
And feels as light as it hiad wings
A well of peace within it springs

('orne good or iii,
WVhate'er to-day, toînorrow brings,

Lt is lus w111

A CONTENTED PROPRIETOR.

1 have plenty of dutiful vassals,
Have plenty of goid, and to spare,

I have lenty of heautiful casties--

But my casties are built in fihe air
And my vassals are ail airy creatures.

Frorn beautifuil Drearnland are they,
They drive mie to halls
And mnagnificent halls,

And tell mnieily c.oac h stops tlic waY

But oh, what a pesi,
When 1 corne to thec test

1 arn kept in a drcadful deiay.
A plagîie on those wild littie vassals,

Yeoi can't trust a word that they say,
And J'vc heard that rny beautiful castles

Are sadly incliiied tu ciecay.

Failier \Visdoin adx ised tir to selI theii

To the puilc ai benefit clear--

And Fancy engaged so to scîl themn,
For Fancy's a fine auctioneer.

But flie market by no means was lively,
For castles the call ivas but cold

Lead and iron were brisk,
But goid none would risk,

To invest on rny battiements bold.
So my turrets unlet,
1 inhabit thern yet,

And rather rejoice they'îec not soid,
And neyer a bit arn down hearted,

For rny vassais still pi>' me with gold;
My casties and 1 shan't be parted

'Till the heart of the owner be cold.

Again Fatýer Wisdomn addressed mue-
He's a horrid oid bore in his way ;

He said rats and mice would infest me,

As crumbied my towers to decay.

"They neyer can crumble, good father,

They're iasting, wlicen once they're I egun

Our casties of air
We cau quiekly repair,

As the bouse of the spider's i espun.'
So homeward, 1 went
'lo my casties, content,

As the vesper-bell told day svas donc;

And they looked just as lovel>' as eve:,

As lournislied they stood in the suni.

Oh, ne'er from rny castIzes l'Il sever
Till the sands of rny glass shall be run


