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ATJTUMNAL UNITARIAN CONVENTION.

IT wiIl be seen by the notices inserted under the head
of Intelligence,, that the Autumnal Convention of Uni-
tarians is te meet in this city during the present rnonth.
The presence of sucli a body will be a new thing in this
comnmunity, and we cannot but ttope th-at it wiIl be of good
service te the cause of Liberal Christian ity. Other Church-
es have their periodical meetings of Synod, Presbytery,
Conference, 'Society or Association, but the Unitarians, ('romi
their recent organization here, and from thieir smaller num-
bers, have hitherto been withotit aiiy such help or sym-
pathy. They have existe'd as a Congregation isolated
and apart, and ail that they have known of others hold-
ing a like faith with their own has corne through reading
about them. From what we know of the Ilnitarian Con-
gregation of this city, we xviii venture to say, that ail the
members thereof who have had the privilege of being
present at the meetings and discussions of any larger
organized bodies of their brethren, rnight be alrnost reck-
oned upon our fingers. Bat it is very needful that we
have some such experience of the interior working of a
religious body if we would thoroughly understand its
spirit and tendencies.

Among the Unitarians the Autumnal Convention is an
institution of comparatively recient origin. It dates back
only some twelve or thirteen years.' It is entirely dis-
tinct frorn the usual Anniversary Meetings held in the
spring. These are invariably held in the City.of Boston,
at the season of the general religious gatherings of Massa-
chusetts. We need scarcely say that. the proposed Con-
vention has no authoritative character. And here it dif-
fers from the Synodical meeting of the iPresbyterians,
the Conference of. the M4ethodists, the Convocation of the
Episcopalians, and the Association of the Orthodox Con-
gregationalists. Whether for good or iii, no sueh assenibly
among Liberal Christians can be authoritative. Liberal
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