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the belief that he alone is the “ toiler,” while all other men are
“spoilers ” who ought to be made to disgorge, and may deem
themselves lucky if they are allowed to escape with their lives.
When this industrial embitterment is everywhere going on
simultaneously with a political revolution, by which political
power is being transferred into the hands of the masses and
independent authority is ceasing to exist, who can feel sure
that we have not stormy times before us ? Fortunately the
chiefs of industry and commerce, on whom in this case the
brunt of the conflict falls, are not like political demagogues :
they are men raised to their leadership by genuine qualities,
and they have hitherto met their difficulties and perils with
sagacity as well as firmness. As to the possessors of wealth
generally, let them instead of roving in search of pleasure stay
at their social posts and do their duty. -If they do not, trouble
will come on them as it has come on every class in history
which has been false to its mission. If they do, even supposing
they fail to allay the ill-feeling among the working class and
to conjure the impending storm, they will get something bet-
ter than wealth can give and something which the loss of
wealth cannot take away. It is a bad part of dependence
that wealthy colonists are apt hardly to look upon the colony
as their home or their post of duty. They spend half their
time in England and look on that as their social spheres.

~~If anything can be more revolting than the details of the
vice which haunts great and luxurious cities it surely is the
appetite which causes those details to be telegraphed all over
the world and eagerly devoured. Worse still is the use of them
for a political purpose, to which the Radicals in England seem
to be joyfully looking forward. To carry on political warfare
with ordure is congenial enough to a Parnellite agitator or a
member of the Clan-na-Gael ; but this filthy savagery has not
hitherto polluted British public life. Unfortunately public opin-
ion seems to be dcbauched enough to license anything so long



