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Y(lote and Gomment.

A happy New Year.

[ 2 L ] . L]

Another tweive months have pnased,and
the militiamen of Canada can look back
upon the record of the departed year with
some &atisfaction. True, all the grievances
of the foree have not been removed, all the
wenk epots strengthencd. The old gae
pipes have not been withdrawn from the
force and hauded over to th: tender mer-
cies of the thrifty plumber, the Bisley
team did not capture the Kolopore cup,
the amnual camp: of the rural corps wera
conducted on just about the same lines,
and there are still absurd appointments
in the permanent force made throwgh per-

sonal favor.
L ] [ 2 [ ]

Still, much has taken place to give as-

tisfaction to thosc actuatel by a desire
to put the force on a respectable foot-

ing. and the outlook generally for the
force is dintinctly better than it wasa
year ago. Militinmen understand the
general officer commanding better now
than did a twelith month ago
and feel that they have at their head an
officer intensely interested in the wel-
fure of the militia and determined to do
his best to put it on & sound footing, in

they

spite of politicians and other obtruc-
Although the old Sanider still
holds ite place as the recognised arm of

tious.

the force, the general has at last induced
the Government to tuke up the question
of the re-armament of the infamtry se-
riously, ana the Tirst shipment of tho
new arm, the Martini-Mectiord, kshould
soon arvive in the country, if in fact, it
i* not here ahealdy. The Government
has even provided b surprise in this
shape of a few morern pieces of ord-
uance for the fortificatilons of Quebece,
which General Herbert succeeled in ob-
taining on lean from the Imperial Gove

crument.
[ ] L * *

Nothing has been done in the direction
of reorganizing the rural militia but its
time will come probably, as soon as
thing~< in connection Svith the staff and
the permanent corps have been straight-
eneid out.

Although some recent ap-

pointments  to one bf  the permanent

corps were a source of disappointment
- indicating that the foree has not yet
been emancipated from the baneful in-
inences of politicad favouritism, it is
to be hoped that the very vigorous pro-
te<t which thisx incident drew forth will
have a salutary effect.  The allntment
oi the vacant tommiswion in the Regi-

ment of Royal Canadlian Artillery will,

we confidently hope, show that the sys-.

tem of appointments by favour has been
abolished onco and for all.
L] [ ] L ] [ ]

Lust week wo ‘relerred to the efforts
which were being made to secure this
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appointment for a recently arrived Eng-
lishman. Great influence is still being
exerted iu his behalf, but it is stated on
gooid authority that the question has al-
ready been decided ko far as hie i8 cou-
cerned ; and influence is not to count. If
true, ’ 8 a victory for which, under

the circumstances, we can hardly be too
thankiul L4

Talking of favouritism ‘in the allot-
ment of commissions in the permnnent
militia corps reealls to mind the fact
that the sieter service, the Northwest
Mounted Poiice, sufters to just as great a
degree from the same evil. There i« a

cuse in point just now. There is a va-
cancy, and the applicant who appears
to have the best chance ol obtaining the
vomnission is a tomparatively recent ar-
rival in Canada, & man with no special
quitlification for the dnty, with no Can-
with no
All that he haw

is the influence, and he appears to have

adian military training and
claim on the country.

conough of that to secure the preferance
over scores ot better qualified uanen, in-
cluding graduates of the Royal Military
Coilege, Kingston, and ‘men who have
done good service Tor Canada as officers
oi the active militia, At any rate we
~hall wateh tbe Official Gazette closely
anml if the appointment is made we may
have some more to say about it. There
i< just one thing we may be pardoned
for pointing out. This gentieman must
be at least forty years old, while the
regulations of the Mounte !l Police state
distinctly that the nge limit for ndmis-
Of course some

trifle, and

«jon is to be thirty-five.
people may consider that a
the advoeates of political appointmentk
but the fact in

interesting to remember mevertheleag.

do not «top at trifles;

[ ] [ 4 L] L J
The re-organization of the headquar-
ters etaff was one of - the interesting.
events of the year for militipmen;' The



